THE 


— Hongkong Ceekly Press 


China Poerland 


N 


Crave 


Report. 


VOL. LXVIT.] 


CONTENTS, 


Pane | 
Fpitome ......c0..e one Leder ater. Thal 
Leading Art‘cles — 
Japan and China ... 2. 0. 5 tence cette WW 
Chamber of Cammerce «v.22 see ceeerree 2 VRE 
China and the China Arsociation ... © ......... 182 
Long Vacatioux 18 
The King’s Speech ... 0... 133 
A Bundle of Paradoxes 2 RS 
Hongkong Legislative Council ... .. sien TRAY 
Kowloon.Canton Railway 2. 0... ‘ 125 ' 
Alice Memorial and Affiliate! Hospitals... .. 1:6 
Church Missionary Society rae: 137 
Railwny Matters in Manchuria 1.38 
Outcome of the Amoy Caxe 1s 
Chinese Imperial Decrees we. oe 12 
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce 139 
Companies :-- 
Hongkong aud Whampoa Dock Ca.. Ld 142 
Hongkong, Canton and Macao Steamboat Ca. 
Limited ..., 143 


Kowloon Land and Building Ca., Ld. .. 


The Hongkong Ice Co., Ld .. Teesidewet aie. 
The China Fire Insurance Co., Ld. ...... ....... 144 
The Hongkong Milling Co., Tao. THE 
The Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Fd. wseceeee! 
The Laou Kung Mow Cotton Spinning an. 
Weaving Company, Limited... |. .4........ 145 
The Shanghai Pulp and Paper Co.. Ld. of 
Shanghai Land Investment Co. Ld... 0... \45 
The Soy Chee Cotton Spinning Co., Id. ..... 145 
British and Foreign bible Society hese . 146 
Correspondence 
The Chamber of Commerce Meeting beh ANT 
Chamber of Commerce and Bombay Trade ... 147 
Shorthand in Hongkong ...... 147 
Supreme Court sogSla ebiiin MeteDisntedined soduseoeeuesisee tall ae 
The Liability of Campradures ....cc cere ee LAB 
Important Extradition Judgment ..........0.. 0... Ul 
Other Extradition Cases 0000000. ce ee eee. LAS 
Captain Mackeuzies Death 0 oe SS 
A Canton Story 2. 00. en. 13s 
Commercial .........600 cet eee cocee eee tee ene ceaeeeee ie seeees 156 
Shipping ........ 158 


-—_——— 


BIRTHS. 

On ‘anuary 28th, at Manchester, the wife cf 
Lieutenant H. Morvtanxn, Royal In: ian Marine, 
of a son. 

On February 9th, at Weihaiwei, the w fe af J. 
A. W. Lourerro, of a son (atillburn). 

On February 1th, at Shanghai, the wife af I. 
J. Bowerman, of a daugl.ter. 

On February 17th, at Shanghai, the wife of F. 
H. Croasvey, of a diughier. 

On February 17th, at Shanghai, the wife of H. 
SpaTuHe, of a gen. 

MARRIAGES. 

On February 16th, at Shanghai, Rev. Ernest 
Feank Suir, of the Haptist Missionary Su iety, 
Sianfu, Shensi, to “ary EvizanetH Borger. 

On February 16th, at Shanghai. + ERBERT 
STANLEY JENKIN, Mon, F.R.ck&., Of the Enylish 
Baptist. Mission, Sianfu, Shensi, North-China, to 
M. {£. (Daisy) Lovertuag, lite of Wu Chea, 
Kia“geai, 

On February 17th. at Shanghai, Miss Saran 
Nicotp Woonowarn, to the Rev. CAMERON 
Farquuar McRak, 


On February |8th, at Shanghai. Captai EDWIn | ni. vege] was visited by Captain Mitchell. | 


L. Mongkman, C. N. Co.'s steamer Tientsin, to 
Mary (Janis) Bain, eldest dauvhter of J. LB. 
Roach, Electricity Works, Shanghai. 
DEATHS. 

On February 9th, at Hankow, ArtTHur Pact, 
only son Mr. and Mrs. Paul de Heas, aged 6 years. 

On February 16th, at Shanghai. Sgverina 
Marra Ozurto, widow of the late Fiancises A. 
( zorio of Hongkony, aged 52 years. 

On February 17th, at Shanghai, Ernest pe 
Bavigr, aged 62 ye.urs. 

On February 20th, at Shanghai, Emer Hirgscu 
Eoter von Srronstoarr, Consul-Geoeral for 
Austria-Llungary, aged 46 years. 
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MAILS. 


The French Mail of 3ist Jaonary arrived, 
per the as. Palynwescen, 1o-day. 


FAR FASTERN NEWS. 


Customers of tha Hongkong Filectric Co, ' 


_ Ltd. will note with «stefaction the announces. 


ment of a redaction in the pric:of carreat from 
30 cents Lo 3! onnts per Board of Trade anit. 
Dr. Sun Yat-sen ie known to be staying in 
Annam, and there are grave suspicions that from 
this centre Le is very active in stirring up 
the discontented Chinese aginst the ruling 


| Government, 


two Chinese, one of whom threw pepper in 


| Mr. and Mrs. F. Maitland, Capt. 


A dastardly affair was repor!ed to the police the 
olberday. Au Icdian watobman was attacked 
in Queen's Road near the military staff cffices 


bis eyes while (he other used a combinafinu ax- 
aod hammer. The alarm was raised and one 
of the assailants, who proved to be an ex-police- 
man was arrested. The other man is still at 
large. 

A number of coolies mada an anolacky find at 
Lammert's sale room iu Duddall Street tha 
other day, They picked up uy ete which 
proved to be rat poison biscuile, However, they 
were not aware of (he deadly natare cf th: 
contents, bat believing the biscuits to be good 
chow, they partook of them, with the regalt tt at 
four of their number bad to bs taken to the 
Alice Memorial Hospital. Three of them 
recovered but one died on Weduesday. The 
polica are makiog inquiries into the matter. 

At Government House last week His Fr- 
cellency tho Governor and Lady Lugird entar- 
tained the following guests at an official 
dinner: Dr Koch, Mr. Lawis laos, Mr 
J. 1. Kemp, Mr. and Mea, Cooker, Me W. 
H. and Mra. Williams, Major aod Mea. 
Macdonald, Major and Mrs. Hatch, Me G. 
Friesland, Mr. and Mre. A. J. David, Mr. 


and Mrs. Audrew Forbes, Mr. and Mrs 
Craddock, Wr and Mre. Graham, Mr. and 
Mre. Montaca Ede. Mr. Murray ctawart, 
the Hon. Mr. F. H. May, Miss Baattie, 


Rev. and Miss Stewart, Mr. Beckwith, Dr aud 
Mra. Montaga Harston, Mr. GG. H. Medharet, 
aod Mrs. 


| Charles Low. 
{ 


Taylor, A.D.C.. the re- 
gimeant on behalf of the Governor, 
( The details were Major G. M. Evaas 
Major G Waltiog, |6th Rajpate, atta. | 


On February 25th the transport //aurdinge 
i arrived in port, bringing tha Isth Rajputs. 


who weloomed 


| ched 13th, with wife, Captaia B, A, Corbett. 


| Lieutenant T. A. Davis, 8th Rajpats, attached 


13th, Lieutenant G, Banbury, Lieateaant E. - 


| Marsb, eoond Lieutenant N. Falkland, Lical 
tenant W. A. Mearns, L. M.8., Bandmaate. 
CT. Coke, wife and two children, one sab- 


M.jor, six Subadars, nine Jomadars, two hospital , 


assistants, 783 rank and file, 79 pablio followers, 
nine private followers, and foar chargers. 


HONGKONG, MONDAY, 2xnp MARCH, 1908, 


Tha “ Caiverral Gazette " publishes a telegram 
from Canton to the effact that Vioeroy Chang 
Jéo-chun haa contracted with a forsigu firm 
in that port for the parcnase of a large quantity 
of arms and michine guos for the use of the 
troope of tha two Kwang provinces. 

Oo February 27th, aboat half pest nine, 
Mr. K. D. Gasdar met with an slarmiog 
accidant ia Queen's Road Central, fortunately 
without the esrious reaulta that might have been 
txpec‘ed. A big Chinese sign-board fell as he 
wac parsing the shop over which it huang, and 
craahed apoo his head. He was wearing the 
peculiar headgear that the Parsees call feta, and 
this safflcad to intarrapt the severity of the 
impact, Tha hat wae practically cat into two 
aod tha board then atrack Mr. Gesdar's head 
and ba k. Natutally, the victim is now feeling 
concerned aver tha danger ta tha pablio of these 
aginging boa:'da, and woald be gied to sea 
something dove to redace the risk that the 
papi: 1ncura every day in walking beneath 
(hem. 

At the Magiatracy oo Feb. 26th Mr. A.A J. 
Gomperts heard a casein which a Chinamsa 


ee wy ope 


_ was charged with stealing an Indian coostable's 


, Watch aod with asaaalting another Indien, bat 


witnesses proved a different story to that told 
by tha palicoamen, It appears that the China. 
man wax carrying a bag of rice which acoi- 
dentally touched one of the Ladiansa who refused 
to move out of tha native's way. The police- 
man then aasaalted the man and gave him a 
severe thrashing. Wheo the latter moved away 
in order to go to the Police Station to report the 
matter, the policeman pat the handcaffs on him 
and took bim to the Station on a charge of 
stealing a watch. His Worship dismissed tha 
summene« againet the defendant, and fin~d the 
constables $24 each. 


KULANGSU (AMOY) MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL. 


Mioatas of a meeting of the Council, held 
at the Board Room, on the [1th February 19:8. 

Present: —Masera, W. H. Wallacs, (Chair- 
man), C. A. V. Bowra, A. F. Gardiner, W. 
Kruse, Haang Ts'sa-chaw, 8. Okuyame, N. 
Wilaoo, tha ffealth Officer and tha Secretary. 

1 The minntea of the last mesting are read, 
aod oo pfiruad. 

2 A latter is read from the British Coasal 
ioforming thea Coanail that he bas been in cor- 
reapoodence with H.B M's Sarveyor of Worka 
Shanghai, ca the sabject of banding over & 
well from the Consulate to the Coanoil for the 
usa of the public, aad that he is prapared to 
band orec the well im qaestion, it being a 
condition that the Council bind themselves to 

‘keep the wallia good pe 9H aod always permit 
‘the resideats of the British Consalate com- 
. poaud and of the Foandliog Institution to have 
(ree acoeca ty it, 

3 Tha Saparintenteat of Police re 
(ollowing c1sea have been dealt wit 
Mixed Court sings the last meeting :— 


SUMMONSES. 
Assault 2, Allowiog pigs to stray 2. 
(Signed) W. H. Watraoca, 
Chairman, 


rts the 
at the 


By order, 
C. Berxeiay MitcHa.y, 
Secrvtary. 


eS 


182 


Wen ee UE A Rt ee 


JAP N AND CHINA. 


i gee 
(Daily Press, February 22nd.) 
Probably when Japan sent a few soldiers 
across the river Tumen to tuke possession of 
an unconsidered trifle in the shap: of the 
Hien-tso, or “unoccupied march," which 
by old consent had lain between China and 


Korea, she little foresaw that she was rais- + 


mg the one point which was likely to bring 
her in contact with one of the most 
complicated and davgerous principles of 
international law. Toe ineident has a 
particular interest at) the present day, 
because an almost identicul claim some 
twenty-two centuries age sel id motion a 
train of circumstances, which for centuries 
had important effects on the history of the 
of the world. About the year 209 B.C, 
there arose amongst the early Turks one 
of those commiundiny fizures whe have left 
& permanest mark on bistery ; lis mame wa- 
according ta Chinese pronunciation Maotun, 
probabivy it) was pronounced Moghul. 
Moghul’s father after Jus birth had 
remarried, and his eldest sen hw the new 
eonnection was his favourite, aud he desired 
he should suceeed to the exclusio: of 
Mochur, He sent Moehur on a pretended 
mission to his suviwe neighbours but at the 
same time suggested that his death would 
not he unaceeptable,  Moghitr had warning 
of the qydot, and escaped just in time, 
Returning home he ingratiated himself with 
his father’s troops hy his saldierly ways, and 
when the time was ripe hed his father 
assassinated, and teak posse:sion of his 
throne. Same distance to the east of him 
was situated the kinedom of the Tunghu, 
comprising Eastern Manchuria avd Northern 
Korea. Considering that the dispute ahout 
the succession would have weakened the 
Turkish kingdom, the King of the Tunghu 
sent messengers to Moghul asking for Ins 
favourite horse whose speed wud endurance 
had saved his life in lis escape from his 
father’s plot. Moyhul called a council of 
his ministers who advised him, seeing the 
horse was one of his mest valued jo-sessions, 
not to sield, and dare ihe consequences, 
“ What,” said Moghul, ‘shall [ for the sake 
of a horse offend a friendly people >" He 
accordingly sent the charger. The Tuoghu 
accepted the surreuder asa sign of fear, and 
sent again demanding his favourite con- 
cubine, Moghul assembled his councillors 
and pat the case before them. ‘Uh+ council 
indignantly repliel: “Thess ‘Tunshu ge 
beyond all reason, we would prefer fishting.” 
Maotun again replied: “Whit! shall I 
for the sake of one woman do an unneieh- 
bourly deel?" He sent his best beloved 
concubioe to 9 oghul. The Tunghu  io- 
narch, elated with his success, imazined 
he could carry on the game to the end. 
Between the two people tiere lay 
an expanse of univhabit do lid 
thousand li-in extent, which each in 
turn temporarily utilised a2 erazins ground. 
For the third time the Tunehu scout his 
messenger to Mogliul:—“ There is tevoud 
your frontiers a tract of lind, deserted, and 
for which your Biung Nu have ne ceension. 
We would wish to have it.” 

Moghul once more consulted the Council 
who said, “Thig is mere waste land; it 
seems a matter ef little incment whether we 
retain orabandos it.’ But Moshul looked 
upon the matter in quite a diff rent lizht: 
— Land,” he said, ‘is the teundation al 
ewpire: how cin it b+ alievated 1 Mo. 


ghal’s first action wes te cut off tue heads _ 


of his too accommolatiog uinisters: his 


next step was to mouut tis horse, proel aim | 


a pevalty of death on all laveards, aud 
without giving the Tunghu a moment's time 


. for preparation, ride with his troops tothe 


| Such was the orizin of the firat Turkish 
_ompire, : 
| elapsed had the whole of Eastern Asin at its 


sone | 
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East. The Targhu were utterly defeated, 
their king killed, and the whole people 
reduced to slavery. 

which before many vears had 
feet, and by driving the Yuehti across the 
| Pairs gave rise to a series of events which 
ended in the ruin of the Roman Empire, 
i Young China dreams fondly of some such 
clorifieation, We have carefully avoided 
| forming a premature jaldgment on the point 
at issue, not knowing how much of reason 
(the Koreans’ hvl on their side, But now 
/China has made out a prima facie case, 
| whieh it would require very strony evidence 
on the part of Japan to rebut. We can 
i therefore with perfect fairness, and as we 
believe in Japan's best interest, point out 
to her the adivisuhility of remitting the 
points at issue ta arbitration. Japan would 
suffer no loss of prestige by such a course, 
while on the other hand the faet of her 
having a righteous e@iuse would, as in the 
former case, add immeascly to her power 
and perestize, At all events the situation 
in Fast Asit is net in such a gettle l eon- 
ditim, that perseverance in a doubtful 
enue may nat be followed hy an universal 
erash inte which the nations, willing or 
unwilling, will be drawa, 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


(Daily Press, February 24th.) 

The annual general meeting of the Hong- 
kong General Chataber of Commerce is to 
he held this afternoon. The letter by 
“Tndian,” in another solumn, is therefore 
very tmely. It bears on item No. 3 of the 
ageoda, which has appeare | for several dava 
among our public auneuacemeuts. After 
electing a new committee, of its customary 
qumerical streneth of nine, the meeting 
will be asked to vote on the following 
resolution . 

“That in consequ ince of the importamca of 
thea ‘Trade existing between this Pert and 
Bombry it is resolved ander rula NNXTIT to 
increasa the Number af the Committee from 


Yto lo soas to include a merchant interestad in 
tha Bombay trad." 


This reselution cerannot be said ta have 
come too soon. Our correspondent, whom 
we may perhips deseribe, without betraying 
his ananymity, a¢eonnected with one af the 
largest of the Tadian firms sa intereste |, 
rightly refers ta its non-appearance in the 
| past as an “om asion, all the more strange 
, beeause the Tndian trade has far long forme | 
[ more than half of this Colony’s turnover. 
It ix also more or less of an open secret that 
the Chatnber af Commerce commi tee did 
vot require much arsument before ther 
conced di tye justice of the Bambay trade's 
chum to representation; and the anly 
epeu question os ana of persamatlily, 
Apparently it will net be the duty of 
to-day's meeting to relect a >presentative 
for the extra chair on the Cmmittee. 
According to the advertiged agenda, 
the business ig merely to sanction the in- 
crease af the committee by one member, 
who will presumably by co-anted later be 
the elected nine. | ‘These gentlemen will 
naturally give heed to the preferences *of 
the trade itself, an-l im tbat case we have 
little doubt that our correspondent (whose 
disavowal of all connestion or interest in the 
premier varn firm we enderse) may and will 


be taken ay faithfully repregenting the eon. . 


sensas of -penien amon the India tealers. 
Very few people aeel to be toll that t3 
firm of Sasseon J. Davi l & Co. is the leadiog 
firm in the tra le now t+ be -epresented, bat 


it Mr. Daven ale: heppens ta be the choice : 
lof most of these whose interests are at last 
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being taken int» account, the committee 


elected to-day will find no embarrassment 


in the duty of sclecting their new colleague, 
hut rather an opportunity of giving a lonz- 
deferred act cf justice the semblance of a 
graceful compliment. 


CHINA AND THE CHINA 
ASSOCIATION, 
ap ae ee ee 
(Daily Presa, 25th February.) 

As we suggested would be the case, when 
we ventured to express our regret at the 
China Association's error of tactics in 
eannection with ita agitation regarding Sir 
Rovert Hart's suceessor, the Chinese 
Government haa got its back up, and Sir 
Joun Jorpan is finding his position at 
Peking anything but a ted of roses Jately. 
On page 60 of the 1908 issue of the 
“Chronicle and Directory,” now circulat- 
ing, the curious reader will be able t» find 
a passage that no member of the China 
Association has thought necessary to bring 
to the inemory of the public. It ocours in 
the Rules annexed to the Tariff of -1858, 
aizned and acalel by Lord Etarn and five 
Chinese Plenipotentiaries. Rule X states, 
inter alot, that “The hizh officer appointed 
by the Caines? Government to superintend 
foreign trids will, accordingly from time to 
time, either himself visit, or will send a 
deputy fo visit, the different porta. The 
caid high officer will be at liberty, of his 
own choice, and independently of the 
auggeation or nomination «f any British 
authority, to select any British subiect he 
may see fit to aid him in the administration 
of the Customs Revenue.” The Chinese 
officials are now protesting indignantly 
that the British Foreign Office—Sir Jonn 
Jonpay presumably having been instructed 
to make representations on the lines sug- 
gested ly the China Association —is acting 
against the syirit and intentioo of that rule, 
We cannot support them in that, for to our 
reading, the Rul cin easily be interpreted 


in a narrower way than the Chinese 
interpret it. It goes on to define the 
administrative duties which are to be 


independent “of the suggestion or nomina- 
tion of any British authority,” and we 
should certainly argue, if we thought there 
was any need ta do so, that the question of 
the appointment of Sir Roneer Hart's 
successor is a much larger affuir than 
anything coming into the purview of that 
Rule. We merely mention it in pasgstag, to 
show that the Waiwupu is now in the 
undesirable state of irritation we foresaw 
as aconaequence of the publication of the 
Shanghai telegram and the Gonpry letter. 

For previous references to these, vide 
Hongkong Daily Preeaof Jan. 6th and Jan. 
ogth. There ia a far more important 
articular, hawever, in which the Chinese 
Foreign Othee hag an infinitely stronger 
caae, an-lait is now certain that they will 
mike the moat of it. The well-informed 
members of the China Association have 
perhaps overlooked it, or they would 
ccarely endorse the telegram ancl letter to 
which we felt obliged in honour to take 
exceptian. 

It ia perhaps nat generally known that 
when (in 128) the Chinese gave the much 
advertixed assurince that Sir Rosear 
Hagt’s successor woul) be an Boglish@an, 
Sir Crator MacDonatp gave a counter 
aactirance that China was to have aheolule 
Freeda of chovee of the man, The 1898 
assurang: therefore, so much relied upon 
hy the few Chink Acgoctation ta mbers 
rexponeihle for th policy we have assailed, 
waa a two-sided agreement. China's aseur- 
ance was given with a string of Sie CLaupe 
MacDowaco's tying, This bit of bistory is 
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Chinese, it is true, and we hava been unalile 
to find any acknowledgment of it in Foreign 
Office publications. We understand that. 
Sir ChaupE MacDonatv's co:firmation of 
it ig in the Waiwupu to-day, however ; 
and that the Waiwupu has not forgotten 
it, even if others have. It is distasteful 
to us to find ourselves, where we certainly 
never expected to be, arguing a (Chinese 
claim as against our own country's 
supposed interest, but fair is fair; and we 
find consolation in the thought that all is 
not patriotism that professes ta be. The 
attack on Sir Ronerr Brepon was un- 
English and unfair; in the light of what we 
have just written, may we not also say that 
it was unpatriotic aswell: Tt has, w: 
believe (though of this we prefer to speak 
reservedly) led the SBritish Minister into a 
dilemma whence we would be pleased to 
gee him honourably extracted, The pledye 
of his official predecessor was the pledye 
of the British nation, and at atime 
when (with ample cause) we liave heen 
complaining of China's breaches of faith, 
we do not want. to find our country Jaid 
open to a fu quaqgue with such a dishonour- 
able implication. We cannot sufficiently 
express our regret that a hare half dozen 
men of Shanghai should have heen able se 
to discredit a holy with such a werthy 
record as has the China As-ociation, ar se to 
imperil the good name of our uation. Tn 
the meantime, we learn from Chinese gaurecs 
that some of the Peking officials are main- 
taining that Sir Joun Jonnan’s interference 
constitutes a cancellation of the under. 
standing, and that his pérsistenee in it 
absolves China from ber half of the com- 
plementary assurance made by, and with, 
Sir CLaune MAcDonaup. These hotheads, 
therefore, want the Gov rnment fo appeint 
a man of another nationality, mare as an 
assertion of C'hina’s integrity than because 
they object to an Englishinan. But for the 
Shanghai couspiracy, as we feel obliged to 
call it, this foolish and untenabla position 
would not have heen dreamt of. If both 
sides keep their promises of 1808, the matter 
will settle itself, in the most natural and 
suitable way. The pity of it is that the 
first disposition toward departure from the 
bond should have been shown by a British 
association. 


LONG VACATIONS. 


aa epee 
Daily Press. February 26th. 

In taking up the subject cf legal holidays 
in thia Colony, as they affect the facilitation 
or otherwise of public business, we do not 
believe there is any real necessity to offer 
approval aud support to the protest of the 
Hongkeng Chamler of Commerce against 
extension of the Long Vacation. It would, 
we presume to think, be “detrimental to 
the commercial int-restsof the Colony” ta 
encourage the Bench and Rar to make 
holiday oftener or for longer periods thin 
it already does, but we also believe that the 
statement does not require to be proved. 
The Government, when it submitted the 

roposal for the consideration of the Chim- 
er of Commerce, did not d> 30, we take it, 
as a matter of form. We hope that it 
recognised the considerable probability of 
commercial detrimeut, aud it ig important, 
perhaps, tu note that the Chamber gave uo 
off-hand decision, but deferred expression 
of opinion until after it had mide full 
enquiry and crreful consideration. 
the correspoudence published, we are sur- 


| 
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ug ag being analogous to a case of © con- 
tempt ofcourt.” Worse still, it strikes us asx 
being less judicially effective than we had a 
right to expect. 
write, concerning a decision of the Law 
Society’s committee, that “ there ia nao other 
side, after the question has heen decided by 
the whole committee,” and then puraeced to 
auggeat that a decision af another comini'tee 
ghould he Jess final: = Lookine at the dates 
of the correspondence, we note that perhaps 
His Tordshij was merely combatting the 
personal views of the Efon. Mr. Hewett. 


Even so, we cannot allow Tis Lordship’s | Conveyaucing work to be dona and we must 


extraordiniry view of the finality of com. 
mittee deci-iena to pass unrematked. Tt 


Why ehould His Lordship: oe besides Christmas and Baster Vacations. 
' This is perfectly true 
: membered that the Judges in Fnglani do 


mav he “difficult enouch ti yet peaple in the 


Colony ta undertake work on committecs,” 
but sarety not that nor any other consi tera. 
tion whatever shoull allow the establish. 
ment, as a principle, of His Lerdship's 
theory that all decisions by representative 
committees aueht ta he aeceptod Wn Hess 
tioninely and regurded dike Persian of 
Medean laws. Representatives ace isi mally 
misrepresent their constituents ATL men 
are hahle toerr, Weoaimay go further, and 


| say (referring only foc amunittees in general) 


| 


Yet in 


prised tu sce that the Culer Justice wrote 


to the Chairman almost as if sufficient con- 
sideration had not been bestowel on the 
subject. 


8th to the Chairman of the Chamber strikes 


His Lordship's letter of February | Ordinance of 148% was passed 


that the number of committoemen eutitte | 
to regard themselvea as like Cresar’s wile, 
alive suspicion, cannet in the nature of 
things be very larze, We have liateiv geen 
how asmalleamnittee at Shanehat, or rather, 
woseection of a small cominittes there, has 
committed the omembera of the China 
Association toa poliev from which many of 
them dissent, and hew it has even suecee-led 
in putt ines the British Government 
a position that looks wrong. 

Sir Francts Precore's point that, after a 
committee has onea made a deeisian, the 
prineiple af audi alleraut prtctens loses all 
itg value, reminds us in seme way of the 
disgust of another gentleman who deplored 
our temerity in letting our disapproval of 
the acts of a section of a Shrivhar com- 
mvtfee outweigh our uadeubted)? respectful 
seutiment toward the established institution 
they astensibly repre-ented. [n the present 
ease, fortunately, there are two sides eutitled 
to a rexpectful hearing, and though we 
would not undervalue tha decision of the 
committee of the local Law Society, which 
His Lordship considers should have settled 
the matter, we cannot help regarding the 
case of the minority as being exeeed‘nyly 
well put. 

We uud-rstaod that it has been propoxwd 
that the Long Vacation establisted by Ord - 
nines No. af T&S shall be extended for a 
further period ofoaa month, By that Ordin 
ance it was enacted that the following vacations 
should be obsersed, viz.: the Long Vacation 
from 21th Septemb:r to 17th October (27 days) 
Christmas Vacation 24th December to Jat 
January (S days) Chinesa New Yaar Vacation 
(5 days) aud Easter Vacation (7 daya) in all 7 
days in tha year. ‘Vo this 7 days must be 
aided 52 Saturdays and 52 Sundiy-, three race 
days, Whi'menday and the Angast Hank 
Holiday, Empire Day and King’s Birthday, 
That is lo say that on 158 days cut of 403 the 
Courts are vot sitting and another fia days 
are now proprsed ta ba added waking 
IN* days or over hal the year, We would 
submit that the proposed extens:on of the Long 
Vacation or indeed a long vacation at all iso t 
needed in Hongkoug and further that it is 
harmful. Tt must b: borne in mind that the 
vast majority of cases in our Courts are between 
Chinese who do not understaod and never cin 
bi made to understand why lengthy vacations 
ars neo-ssary. They have bean accus'ome! io 
tha past lo prompt se‘tlemeuts of their cases 


aud if such prompt settlements ary delayed ax 
they must be if the proposud exteasien of the 


Inte 


vacation is carried throagh they will lose 
confidance in oar Courts, Some of ua ecsn 
remember the tima bafora tha Vacation 


the Courts worked year in and year cat aod 
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thers was no complaiat from the Judgea the 
Bartha Solicitors or the litigants. It may be 
aaid that iu Eagland there is a Long Vacation 
lasting from the {st August to the '2th Ooto- 


but it mast be re- 


not get one year’s leave in every 3} or 4 and 
that during the siltings they are inflaitely 
harder worked than the Judges here, 
Tha sama remark appties to the Bar. Tha 
vacalion is useless te us as solicitors as far 
as regaria {aking advantage of it by going 
away. There ig a'ways a certain amount of 
offee wark, Police Court, Sammary Court and 


remain here to doit, We therefore hope that 
the Chamber will express an adverse opiai in to 
{'@ prep wed extansion. 


With any dissensions in the legal frater- 
nityiteelf, the pablic should vot be traubled, 
nor could thev affect the decision af the 
Chamber of Commerce, except ag they 
chewed a want of unanimity, and so made 
ther own decizian easier. With regard ty 
the issue itself, there are not really so many 
points to causider, It is a matter of 
pallies knoawledye that in this Colony as 
els where, holidays and adjouraments have 
alwivs mterfered largely with business, and 
that the more of them there are, the more 
will Inthe public less and inconvenience. 
We alse can admit Chat in the inatter of 
work and holid tvs all of us fin Lit easy to be 
elaquent, cisy ta dilate an the amount of 
work wede, and the amount of rest we think 
we realy need. Individual employers aro 
no easier to persuade than has been the 
Chamber of Commerce, and as we trust the 
Gaoyernment will prove to be in this instance, 
Tt ia te be hoped that the application will be 
dealt with as the Chamber advised, and that 
it will net too hurriedly be made again, 
espeetilly ifthere is to be any soreness or 
heat displayed over it. The vast majority 
of workers in this Colony have not the 
slichtest doubt that in the matter of holidays 
and remaneration the legal fraternity is to 
he enviel, and we really donot sre that they 
have anvthing tocomphun of, whereas if the 
ausyeated change had been made, the public 
woulsd, 


rT 
_—————_ 


THE KING'S SPEECH. 
-_.* —— 
(Diily Cress, February 27th.) 

Yesterday we printed the fulf text of the 
King's Speech, to which the old-fashione | 
importance is still suppesxed to cling. — Last 
years speceh from the ‘Throne contained a 
reference to the relations of fords and 
Cammons, Nothing his been done, though 
much has been said, during the months 
interveniny, and the abaence of any similar 
reference this tina sugyests that the 
© refer of the Upper Chamber is no 
longer ineluded in the list) of what the 
esen’ Grovernment ix pleased — to call 
practical polities, Its inclusion last year, 
curd its atniasien this, gerves ta xhow what a 
hellaw formality the King's Speech has 
berome, under Governmeuts that promise 
what they cinot perform, Que ts tempted 
to wonder what ia Majesty, who is, after 
all. aman of blood aud brains, privately 
tlimnike we he reuld out the cut-and-dried 
references ta “My Government "and “ My 
Peaple and the colourless catalogue of the 
“ pipeedre sng” of those who now, te all 
inteuts and purpeses, usurp the really 
rulins functions. What a change, what a 
humiliating chaazs, from the monarchical 
point of view at leas’, has come about in 
Merrie Enelan-l in less than a hundred 
vears! What a startling contrast there Is 
between the statue of the mass at the close 
of the sruggle with Narotgos, and at the 


At that tim’ | ¢] eof the struzgle with Oo Pace, thou gh 


“then, as now, the masses buzzed like bees 
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ee 


wantonly irritated, coms Tiine-| of paverly 
acd want, and hearkened to demasegues 10 
1829 jet. as they are doing in TOK. Tn 
Connerr’s time, when th: rating formula 
was everything for the people but nothing 
by the people, such a Specch +s that deliver- 
ad from the Thre, teeming with balf- 


| promises of measures all in favour of the 


days of Radicalism, tf 


¢ 


inassea, would lave diagnst-d the Conon 
as well as ¢he Tards. In the early 
wis met with 
gwords and staves, the best and worthie-t 
of the classes regarding the sel Gassertion of 
the discontented alinest sheer 
blasphemy. A political speech inilder far 
than the average demagagie ulterance af 
to-day was a transportation matter, ‘There 
were a score of offences that then invelved 
capital punishment Lite by litte mem- 
bera of the elisacs learned to symypathice, 
and conceded inch by inch. Nowadays 
they econced+ ell bv cll, 


MASSCa as 


thrawing very 
generous sops ty Cerb rus, and still th 
clameur goes on. Trere is ne sizn of 


salicty. In his epeech at Bristol the Prime 
Minister laid it down that ‘yeu cunded 
afford to play with a tittle Profection any 
more than with a littl: coutugiais diseass” 
Substitating the words “litt'e Socialisi” 
for “ai little Protectan’ the injunesin 
might (a contemporary has suureesteed) he 
turned with deadly effet acaduat himself, 
But the day is long past when Parhament 
played with ‘a litde Socialis.” It has, 
with cither Party in power, heen plising 
Diabolo with very liter pueees of Sach lism, il- 
deed, and the upp -tite app trently grows with 
what it feeds on. Men are wondering now 
if there is cver going to he a stopping place. 
So long as King's Sp eches are so placatory 
and innocuous as they have vcrawn to bes 
we need, perhays, feir ne serious red fhis 
waving ; and so long as the House of Lords 
does nothing cutrageausly high-handed, it 
looks as if the iconsekists will prefer ta let 
it alone. The morat for us at present, if 
there be a moral, is that even ge eat refarme 
do not ensure content, 
1R20 could live foreseen all that would 
have been coue del lv the end of the 
cenurg, they would surely have sworn that 
there gould be nothin left tea wesh far— 
that the antenniam aiiast date from the 
inauguration of such couditians as they 
now enjoy. Yet saving there is) less liw- 
leggness, the agitatian is game ag strong 
now as When the assassie dion of the whele 
Cabinet was plinved. ‘Phere appears to be 
vo finality about reform, steel at uy 
perhaps be safely assumed there never will 


be. 


[f{ the iiasses ot 


A BUNDLE OF PARADOXES. 
Ee oe ay pais 
(Daily Press, Feluuery 2th.) 

Lately we referred to thes ctatistic ideal 
ag impracticable becaus + atar: is daly dae 
litic.  Yest rday we wound up a few 
comments suggested by the Kurcg's Speech 


with the refle tien that there is te finality | oomplexite, woieh itis aheer fly to essa, 


‘The faddast resid. ecervthing in lite that - 


in the matter of reform, To-day, in another 
columa, we publish a reportot an wellresa 
delivered last month at Cambrrtge by Mr. 
Batrovr, whe, even by these whe do not 
admire him asa ypeoditicien, will be granted 
gome standing asa plilesopher, We take 
it he cannot he taxed with any pessunistic 
unbelief in) Progress; he does believe ia 
Progcess—in a circle. | This was net 
pessimism; it) was jearler dl history. 
Curreut modes or speech, he pe -tated out, 
take Desadence more or less for ranted, 
and they speak with til gee den fidence 
of Progre-a as 
expect te 


PSSUTs d F 


prosress Mr 


widetinitely 2," 


Batrour demanded, aud corthatth stated! vepmiform appendices of lve are probably 


| 
| 


| 
| 


~“ Whe should we: 
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his dishelief ino the possibility of a gatis- 


factory anawer. There are various answers, 
though, and they are anly unsatisfiuctory 


: : { 
beeause men expect fa receive the ultimate : 
| 


or whole truth in oa phrase. Each af the 
many facets of the gem of truth is too big 
for such trestment, and exeeptions accom. 
pany rules as shadeaw congorts with light. 
The best the wis st can produce ia the 
relative. When we repudiate socialiam, we 
da net necessarily embrice individualism 


exclusively, ax shallow reagonera agsume, - 


When we point out the futility of reform 
we de not adveaite staruation. 
admit the justice ofan apparently pesaim. 
ialie ogtatement, we do not deliberately 
floutoptimisian, All this is platitudinal, bat 


he-nuse it ig canatint y disregarded, it 1% j 


necessary fre quently to reneat it. 
ease, the truth is essentially a pletitude, an: 
inust always be, alth ah that is nat to 
say all platitudes ure true, Tn decd that 
brings us hack te Mr. RBanroven'’s wetrnainey. 
Thoneh he did not expleitly say sea, he in 
etfeet reproaches us with letting Girnos 


leal us inte the habit of accepting as a, 


truisin the theery of Deeulenee —an untrue 
orat least undemonstrable platitude ~and 
with faking for grantel that the idea of 
Progress wus proces ited and nartured is 
philosophers of the Cosete gschaal as as good 
sel eewident. 


ns 


Tf there ix a p -saible 
ersstalizition of uliimate truth, we weul f 


expect ts find it in game ‘a-lige stating the - 


inevitable and inseparable presene + in every- 
thing of app stes, af aood and bad, light 
and dirk, negative andl postive, or whit 
you will : 


finality of phites phy, in Cheir Happy Mean. 
Onee this is graaped firmly, we see truth in 
poradox, Chat the rankest pessimism is the 
surest optimism, aud thet when we come to 
apply that sure oy trmism (ef the < ort seme- 


what unfairly burlesqued Py Vorrvt Re) we | 
rin the risk ef bem mischievoustly pes. 


simiuist'¢ [t us true that idealization 
inakea life that it inakes I fe 
richer, and ut icone awn fant if we do not 
take pains to tae it ar reject ion 


as 
pourer aS 


praper 
SAWSOT. 


ealour that nature hag to offer. It offers 
avsthetie plewure enoush lo jastite tts 
evistenes, if Cahieh igo uet the cave) any 
existence needed to be juatifiedd. The eat 
speonful alavefferamuerial nvurishment t 
Baten, 
iteursthes the badly sad melons ¢ beliht. 
the eve. Grazed at, it three 
witheut cantribevting fo material traurish. 
mentatall The antherv, theush w oak in 
Various ways, univ serve to explun iow 
there are 


those whe use at iaam terial wav 


deli its rye 


(mea when bales are only Ca be 
looked at. and tins when it were tecdlieh 
met ta ent then 
man may be pessiaistis in’ the rv and 
optimist ein preveice, or Vice Vers, oF hoth 
alternately and consistently. Human schem + 


tea doeautify bfee have aeaaly Che -cteued its 


It explana haw «san 


he canner understand safticie tly te wdaiire 
ug the surseon or gorda the 
appendix He itches to cut at out, Some 
day an aestheti: untade d garsecn wil! che. 
cover that the human ear is an agiv and 
taeless exerese nee, und want t+) da ac 
Pererk diloin the Ghaclen Tae ase thet 
Peter lopp dooff was puted agen an 1 with 
all pogsthle reverence we wisgest to any 
prea hee thet Chere he 
for A serio on trae rvora 
true reform, weoate incline 
assert, shoal tee wether it uin-Loex 
meldling of sowe prenmeas reforuer 


verwiform 


bas ao <utabl: tec 
The 

ta 
the 
The 


alin ost 


When we: 


Tn any , 


Vale's posterity, 


an idea dimly perceived lv the 
Chinese, alsa striving for an unreach ible j 


teat a” 
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all man made, evolved out of human error 
in conduct. However that may be, history 
does not show that man has really pro- 
gressed sive in a circle. Tlistory through- 
out shows how men have indeed succeeded 
in making things, ut usuilly not the 
things they set out. fo make, but something 
elae. Their boasted “free will” is not to 
he denied them, but qualified. It is the 
free will and choice of a tethered dog, 
which miy bark or by silent, jump the 
lengti of ite chain or sit still, eae to left 
or ty tight, in all things limited only by 
its tether. In time, as the Oxyrhynchus 
papyri surely illustrate sufficiently, the fact 
that it didn’t matter much becomes ap- 
prrent. It did matter and does matter, 
thongh, the mom-nt. we realiza that it does 
net. It matterato the living dog, but not 
(fram the wise day's point of view) to the 
Every action of the living, 
moving dee (or man) may work a cerebric, 
cellular chanwe, liable ta be transmitted by 
the mesterious fares of heredity, but only 
te that extent need it or he consider 
posterity. Costrr cheerfully contemplates 
the passing of unnumbered generations of 
unrewarded atrivera in the faith that aname 
remote (and, a history suggest, impossible) 
ceneration will enjoy perfection, muca in 
the aime way ad some religionisia eeorn the 
cilt of earthly happinesa in’ the hope of 
came happiness unearthly, Yet are we all 
tethered, all playing a part very like that 
af the fy on the wie ant our pushings 
and qullinzs, while they may result ia ao 
Were pushtal posterity, do not affect tha 
progress of the wheel. Nevexsity tavents 
It invented capitaliam, and capitaliam be- 
gat socialism, and so on (whither none can 
say) (0 infinity. Philosophic pessimism 
“eaves ua from truitless fussing ; practical 
aplinisnt saves Us from pessimistic inaction 
ar wurde: that rs life; so down with them 
that decry ine meistancy. We may admire 
our marmalade, or we may eu it, ar wisaly 


(we mty da bath: lnut only HY foolish 
extremiet wil advecate one more than 
the othe ce. 


A spomfal of marmalade, hell up | 
in sunlivht, i are of the pretiest leaf | 
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A mastieg «f tha tfnoagkoog Lagi«lative 
Connel wee held on tha 27th inctant in the 
Coane | Cnanb-e 


PRexenT - 

Iti Fixcenteney THE Cove RNR, Sir 
FREDERICK Jon DRVLTRY LUGARD, 
KOMaG ORD 

Hen Mr FOF May, -° MG (Coloaial 
Secret tarsy 

ten Me VM Totton (Col nial Te sa- 
aqrept 

{fen Me W lenx Pavins, (Attoraay- 
(i -agearals 


Hon Me W. Create ClOYLG (Dirsotor of 
Pablie Works). 


Hon Me A W. Barwen (Registrar. 
Cpenerars 
Hen Co omncodar Basee It Hf. Taveor, RN. 


Harbour Maer! 


Hlen De Ho Kar MB, CM.L.ECM A 
Hea Me UU Fo Pe fiers, KC. 

Hen. Me B.A Hewett 

Hon We Wear Yuu 

thea Me EF Ox on ee. 


Me AG M Fuerenme (Clerk of Coaacila), 
MINUTES. 

The minat of tue prerioas meeting were 

real, and confirmel 
PoRTCUAL SS CALAMITY 

Ihe Exeentieser —Oa the Gch Fubraary 
last thie Coancil prsd a reeniation with regard 
t. the er:ma which has basa committ d ia 
Portagil tbalore procending to badaeea, I will 
read ths reply rewired from the ‘lovernor of 
M ican, to whom the resolation was forwarded. 
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Palscio do Governor, 

12th February, 1908. 
81z,—I have {he honour to acknowledge 
receiptof Your Excellency's lutter conveying 
to me copy of a R-solution of Condolence with 
the Portuguese ‘T'urone and Nation io the 
terrible calamit; that has befallen them, passe: 
by the Legislative Council of that Colony and 
to tender to Your Excsllency, the Eon-urable 
members of the Legislative Couaocil and the 
people of the Colony of Hongkong the heart- 
felt thanks of this Government and Colony for 
their kind expressions of sympathy.—I have atc., 

(Sd.) Pepro ve AzktvED:: COUTINHY, 

Governor. 
His F xcellency tle Governor, 
Hongkong. 


PAPERS, 

The CoLtoniaL SecreTary, by diroction of 
His Excellency the Governor, laid on the table 
the following papers ‘ Progress Report on the 
Construction of the British secion of the 
Hougkong-Canton Railway to 3lst December 
1907" and “ Report on the Widowa’ and 
Orphans’ Fand for the year 1907." {Printed in 
anether column. | 

FINANCIAL MINUTES 

The CoLonraL SkcREeTaty, by command of 
H. E. the Governor laid on the table Financial 
mioutas No. § and 7, and moved that they be 
referred to the Finance Committee, 

The CoLoONIAL ‘TREASURER seconded, and 
the motion was sgreed to. 


FINANCE. 

The CoLONIAL 
bring up the report of the Finance Committee 
(No. 2), and to move its adoption, 

The COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, 
the motion was agreed to. 

SUMMONING WE CHINESE ORDINANCE, 

The ATTORNKEY-GENFR L—Sir, I rise to 
move the resolution which stauls in my nama, 
It extends the period vf operation of the 
Summoning of Chinese Ordinanoe ls¥!. Under 
the existing ordinance it is necessary that it 
should be renewed, and as it seems advisabla to 
renew if, this resolution so provides. 

The COLONIAL SECRETAKY seconded, aud 
{he motion was agreed to. 

The resolution was in the fu'lowiag terms: 

Whereas by section 5 of the Summoning of 
Chinese Ordinance 189 (No, L2 of 1849) it was 
enacted that the said Urdinaucy should only 
continue in operation for a period uf two years 
from the comiag into operation of the said 
Ordinance and for such further period or pe- 
riods as might from time to time, bs determined 
by resolution of the Legislative Council. 

And whereas it is desirable that the said 
Ordinince should remaiu iu forces until ifs 
operation is dutermined by a further resolution. 

It is hereby resolved by this Council that 
The Summoning of Cuiuess Ordinance [XH 
shall be and hereby is coutiuued iu force uaotil 
its operation is determined by «# further 
resolution of this Council. 

INSPECTION OF ANIMALS, 

The CoLoniaL SECRETARY—I beg tu more 
that the approval of tue Council bs given to the 
Amendment of the Importatiou and Luspecticu 
of Auimals Bye Laws wade uuder s-ction 10 of 
the Publio Health aad Buildiug’s Ordinance 
19:3. The only alteration, Sir, iu the byelaws 
that is rather material is the conclzdiug words 
in bye law No 3 “such other place as the LM vard 
may appoint.” ‘The iusertiva of these words is 


and 


SECRET\RY—I have tu. 


eee 


| 


necessary in order to give greater Iitituds tu | 


the Board in selecting the place fur ths segrega- 
tion of infeoted animals. 

Tbe Hon. Dikecruor oF Puesiic Works 
ssconded, and the motion was agreed to. 

CHINESE EMIGRATION OKDINANCE, 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved 
Council resolve itself into cummittes to con- 
sider the Bill entitled an Ordinance to ameud 
the Chinese Emigration ‘Ordinance | st, 


: pletely altered. 
that the , 


The Co ONIAL SKCRETARY secouded, and ° 


the motion was agreed to. 
In addition to some minor ameudmunts a 


new seoiion, numbered 5, was added amending ' 
seotion 142 of the Principal Ordinance by sub. 


stitutiog in the second ling of sub s-ction (4) 
the words “ fifty dollars’ ia place uf the words 
“ twenty five dollars.” 

The Culonial Secretary explained that this 
inorease in the fees fur medical examinations 
was made in order to recoup the cost of addi- 


eoters BD acuu Hill Tuuoel 


chalu 2701 to 213, aod the line falls at Lio 
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tional staff (amounting !o between $5,UUU and 7 


$9,0 ") per anoum) rendered necessiry by the ! 
Bill for the supervision of sssisted emigrants, 
The balance of the increased fees over such 
cost will be credited to Ganeral Reavenus. 

On the Council revuming, 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL said—Lo view of 
the introduction of the new clauca 5 which | 
involves a charge in aid of revenue we do not 
propore to ask the Council tc-day to read the 
Billa third time. 

Hts Excetuency—Thoe Council stands ad- 
journed uatil aftec tbe mactiug of the Fiuancs 
Commil tee. 

JURY List, 

When the Couucil resumed the Jury Li-t 
for 19%US was considered in private, aud the 
Council was adjourned fora week. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

A mee'ing of the Finance Committee was 
then held—the Colonial Secretary presiding. 
The followiug votes were pas-el :— 

POLICE STATION REPAIRS. 

The Governor recummended the Council to 
vote a sum of ove thou-and thres hundred 
dollars 81.380!) in aid of thy vote Pablic Works 
Extraordivary, Buildings, No. 5 > tativa— 
Alterations to Quarters. 

QUREN'’S CULLEUE. 

The Governor recommeuded the Council tu 
votea sum of one huudred anil fifty six dollars 
(8156, in aid of tha vate, Public Works Extra- 
ordinary, Miscellaneous,  (ueeu's Callege 
Latrines and Urinal. 


KOWLOON-CANTON RALLWAY, 


‘Lhe following progress report on the con- 


| under tha Railway. 


struction of the british Section of the Houg- 
kong-Cantoa Railway to 31st December, 11417, 
has been laid b-fure tha Loyislative Council by 
Command of His Excellency the Cuvernor: 
VPESCKIPTION OF ALIGNMENT, 

The preseut aligamsut is slightly dill-rent 
from that set out by Mr. Bruce. La Kowloon 
Station Yard, the line has beeu kept further 
wesl nearer Des Vwar Road. At chaiu so 
Des Vusax and Gascuigoe Loads are carried 
over the ling by a very large Bridge, 

After passiug this bridg , the grads rises at 
Lio 150 to chain S61, nese which the line 
passes over a prop wed 10" road by a GU" girder 
bridge, with 2 side spaus of 1U feet arches for 
the pathwars, 

At chaia Wed another Lou’ ruad (Argyle 
Sirect) is crossed by a Gl girder bridge, Ax 
cli se as poesibls tu this ruad, | Prupuss to pul a 
stativu tur Yaumati. 

Passing (through a short tuonel, the line 
crosses anther LU road by a ti’ xpan gieder, 
i hisis the thied bridge whicu the Public Works 
Department have asked tbe Iailway (uo build, 
fue Which there is at preseut no road excepl 
such as is macked ou a map as‘ Proposed, * 

After crossiag this ruad, the grade rises at | 
ia 14) towards the bills aud at chain [7-30 
There is a short 
Jength of level io the ceutre of the tunnel, 


fy} to the portu portal at chain LET where | 
tue grade changes tu lin dot Near this petot, 
the ltue cusses the valley go a bridge coustat- 
ing of three ¢0 girders, and ruu« dowa the 
north side to Lai Wai Village where three is a! 
bridge of fuur Gu arches over the Stiog Mua 
Lt.ver, 

From this river, the alignmeut has been com 
lostead of continuing ou and 
keeping (o the sea side of tbe road, the line 
curves to the east and crosses the Taipo load 
by a level crossing at chain 336 Shai 
Statico is placed at chain 5000 and at a 
reduced Ivve! of 2Lb-) whieh ought to keep 
the formatiou dry duriag typhouns at this 
poiat. 

Beyoad Shatio Station, the coast lime gets 
very ragged and indeoted with deep biys It 
was fouud inp-seible tu get a lice at a low level 
bere without havicy either very deep cuttiags 
the ugh the spurs ur else runuing the lise too 
fariutu the sea. For this reasoo, the grade rises 
at) io «wo and | io 1,000 till a beight of 23.00 
is reached, 


Between chain 43:200, and 44200, the Taipo 
Road is diverted to the sea side of the line, as 
the railway is too high above the road for level 
crossings. At chain 45:34) the road passes 
Shortly after (his, ths road 
and between chains 45°850 & 


rises 


vapidly 


, 46 200 and 46 950 & 47°200 is diverted and kept 


on tha west side of the line by bei g soarped 
oul of the cutting above the Railway, 

Between chains #5°100 and 48450 is a short 
tuonel, the rosd going round the spar is carried 
over the tunnel portals at both sides 

At Chain #9500 on Mr. Braoe's alignment, 
there was marked a viaduct of 20 spans of 
24 fect in rather deep water. Ia order to 
avoid this thenew line goes more inland and 
passes iu rather deep cutting through the 
west side of a bill at Chain 50 £00, The line 
comes out on tu the coast line again and is 
in heavy scarp cutting for some time, with a 
short tuunel between Chains 51.475 and 
o1.625, 

The grade runs down then fast the village 
of Cheung Sui Tan and rises again approach- 
iog the Taipo tunoel. This (uanel balween 
Chaius 62.625 and 63.475 avoids a sharp curve 
round a very exposed spur to the south of 
Taipo Station Yard. Going through the spur, 
instead of ruundit allows the line to cross the 
next bay much nearer the shore and avoids a 
good deal of bridging in deep water. 

‘Taipo Station Yard is io the same position 
as Mr. Bruce placed it. but I have raised the 
level 2 feat to 220-00, 

Beyoud ‘Taipo, the line deviates very muoh 
from Mr, Bruce's aligament for tho first few 
wiles. 

ibe original aligament was very far out io 
(he sea eoclosiug large tidal areas, ‘The bridges 
necessary for letting the water out would all 
hava to bs founded on weils whioh would have 
been very custly requiriog a large amount of 
plant. ‘lhe oaw aligomeut ruos right inland 
after leaviug ‘l'atpo Station, psssing to the 
west of ‘Taipo Market. ‘he line then gets back 
vo the old aligament fora few chains and then 
leaves it again to avoid a 6 dugrees curve on al 
iu (0 grate. 

Fan Liug Station is reached at Chain 96 0U0 
and the froutier at chain 113.0000, ; 

Nolte, —The various levela quoted are referred 
(oa datum 21) feet beluw Ordinance Datum. 

SURVEY, 

All expenditure under this heading has been 
oomplat-«<l. ‘I'he diffsrence between the Actual 
and Kstimated Expeoditure represents a saving 
on (he Total Fstimats. 


LAND. 


Outsids Kowloon all the land has been bought 
will (he exception of som lots near the site of 
Shatiu Stativo. 

FURS ATION EARTHWORK, 

Avy quantities and amouuts L might give to 
show progress uuder this sub-head would be 
very deceptive, Phe total expenditure up to 
the end ot 107 was under a quarter of the 
total estimate for the lions bul about half of 
the total quantity of earthwork has been done. 
This is owing to tha fact that tha commanca- 
meot of all earthwork cuttings, A+, is generally 
the easiest and the quickest dune becauss the 
material is soft and therefore more cheaply 
excavated while the joterior is generally com- 
posed of rock which besides beiug harder to 
excavate bas to be led aut a longer distaace 
before itis io ite Haal pesitiou ia the bank. 

‘The departmental System of carrying out 
works dues oot lead its df to easily eee 
the future evpenditure to complele the wor 
beciuse all work is dona by petty contracts 
cna schedule of rates. The rates are graduated 
to suit tte varying oature of the work aod 
ualess costly borings were taken which woald 
als. take some considerable time it woald be 
impossible to meke anythiog like an estimate 
of the amouat of money eequired to complete 
tha earthwork un the line. These borings if 
taken would not assist the ee dwt in eoy 
way in carrying vat work under (his depart- 
meatal +ystem. 

The estimate of expenditure during 1908 
must therefore be regarded as approximate 
ouly bat it should be sufficient to compl ste 
all earthwork banks and cuttings with the ez- 
ception of the reclamation in Kowloon Station 
Yard, a big bank in Shatin Valley and also 
another near Taipo. if all goes as at present 
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I think thers miy baa gaving of absut Jeo 
per cent. or say S250,0000) under this sub- 
head, 

FOR ATION TUN \KLS, 

The progress of the work woder {his sub- 
head is uot quile as much as was expected, 
This is dua to the unexpected diffleulties unet 
with in the nature of ite material threugch 
which tha long tunnel under Beacon [itl is 
being driven and alse to thee fact Chat grrent 
delays were experienced at heme in petting 
delivery of the plant required for workiog: the 
tuunel owing C1 Che workshops generally beitge 
very full up ef or fers, 

There are five tunuels on Che line but fear of 
(hese can be neglected is faras expomditure and 
progress during: 107 is ¢ mecrned. 

Oo a Jarge tunuel as comparcd with earch 
work the reverse is the case repards ox. 
peuditure aud progress during the ties year of 
coustraction, 
very large amount of inaterial and plait has te 
bs collected aud ercctad before a propor start 
cin be wade. ‘Elis increases the expe uditure 
per lineal foct of tuouel dutiow the first your 
and it would net be right ta multiply cut) the 
completion of (he tunnel at Che same rates as 
the licst lengths, 

Up to the end of [7 the follewiege had been 
duue at Beacon Hill ‘Vanuel:— 


an 


SOUTH SPRDE, 

The beading had heeu driven bOT5 feet frem 
(he face, wud ashaft sunk slout Gr feet 
This shafCis mew throws cutato use but ts cen 
struction added gereatly fo Che denpeth of headin 
driven. S45 feetof beading had bean widened 
aud fully lined, 


deep, 


Nob TH sik, 

The heading from the open wos dtiven ii 
fee duriug (he year, Tt was started ciucingy the 
(lest week in dauuary $7, Ao shaft wos aba 
sauk 27e feet between Janary Sra aud Cletaber 
Ath and 114 feeCof head-nye driven towards the 
suuth and Idi fect towards the North. ‘hese 
headings arg iu extremely hard eompset rack 
which £ hupe will uet require any liniug of 
brickwork, On Sist December there wes |e 
feet of lime completed. 

The plant at both sides issimilar, ‘There has 
been erected a complete duulle set af electric 
lighting dyuamos and alsy a double set of air 


compressors for driving the reek — drills 
These compressors are at present used for 
ventilating as we'l as driving the drills, a 


triplicate set of compressors are ou order for 
ventilating when the headings get further inta 
the hill, A great part of the expeuditure up to 
datgon the tunnel bas been for the erection 
of this plant aud the housing of the stafl whieh 
will not I hope occur this your. 

Hardly 4, of the beading has been compl ted 
and the cost per lineal fout is slightly in ex- 
cess of the estimate and about | la of the 
widening has been executed. ‘This wideniog 
is costing considerably wore than the estimate 
and may result in au excess of Sic o0e being 
required, This is due ta the large amount 
of explosives required and the cost of the labour 
generally being under-sstimated iu the first 
jastance through unforeseen difficulties, 

As regards brick-liniug it iy d-flicult to say 
how the estimate will work out. Cue thousand 


feet was estimated as requiring (o be fully lined | 


ateach end, This wiil be exceeded at the south 


fn the case of a feuge Cunnel a? 


a ec a a fn a ee hc cmd mn es Sec ey 


eulverts are 


1 
' thesal 


0S here 


eg re ree een 


i Statious Yard 
tof the permanent cquipmeut of the hoe, 


side as the decomposed grranit- is extending: ‘ 
much deeper into the lillat the side than was’ 


expected. At the north side the rock got 
harder and compact much wore quickly and the 


distance estimated to be fuily lined wil not | 


be exceeded. ‘She balauce of the tuunel 


Was | 


estimated as requiriug ouly au arch overhead | 


to keep chips of stoue from rhakiog out aud 
faliing on passiug trains, Parts of the tunuel 
will not require even this so there may be a 
saving in the liuiug. 

A very large amount of material is at site 
in the shape of bricks and timber which makes 
the figures for expenditure look large com- 
pired with the progress aud makes diagrams 
and figures very deceptive. 

The mioor tuavels will all be luil€ withiu the 


eetimate. The expenditure during the past ° 


year ehiefly consisted of the cost of materials at 
the site of works. 


FORMATION 


Rhoatis, 
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HRI TMeES MAJUR, 

About half the estimated expenditare has 
heen oxpended ou (he large bridges, Of these 
IS) Bridges work has started on all except 
about 3 as regards at) least cllecting of 
material, Four are complet. with the ex- 
esplion of the jronwork aml 3 arched bridges 
are practically keyed in aud ab wt 4) are about 
balf finished. Phe rest sre well in) hind, 
T would consider there will bea saving cf aboul 
Saco under this head but itis d ffienlt to say 
as all the found tiene are mot iu as yet. 

URE DeekS MEN GR 

Ateut ene quarter of the estimiuted expendt- 
fuse ou this sub tread lneureed atid 
Leonaider a goed deal uiere than quarter cf 


feus bee en 


the werk bas bee fi ished. Rather a larger 
uunber of mie bridges bave to be built Chan 
wax alo first oxpecte lL, Chwinge toa the cen. 
plicated systems cf urvipation ia the New 
Perriteries the water ceuld met tee collected 
and run throvyl cue openings but bad 
to be split up iute several miner rid 


ges and culverts, ‘There willbe cover a) Mitror 
bridges wher the Toulwas is complete and of 
brave Deets ableclutely completed 
with a saving of abeut porocent ow Che 
estimate, Work is wellbiuo baud on the other 
lridses and there de ue reascu why the saviig 
on these should not bat least Po per oe ut. 
about Sua Coe 
IshfleskeN CUELNERES. 

The expenditure on these are heeping well 
within th estimate theuch the oumher 
rether im excess ef tind estimated tar. 
fer singe line 
owing to Chere beroge ne daffieut(y via deng (heutige 
Creanwher the dite requires doubling, 


tlrese: Seve 


[ua 


or 


iN 
ope 
l freee 


asa rule mad cut. 


Vhe decrease in expenditure dace Tt tu 
{lie fact 


thaw wis 


wala decid of bridgees was ewes Co the 

t: tock rather Durer 
expoeted aed as Chere was de teas on fer puckies 
Up ofost tie, noe kta bates were guveu Co hurry 
up the work, 


ee 


surkev 


TEACH LAETLASE. 

Not mach werk was done udder this leading 
during [lee owitne to Cloe high rates axked by 
the Chinese centractorcs, As there was ue 
oliject io collecting: ballast al this carly stape 
ne large contracts were det. A darge amount 
bas been put down foe [tes bu itis hep do this 
amount will net be required Phe rates are 
falling: gradually aud it is prebable that this 
will b+ dene for Cie estimated amount. 


TR'CKR PERMANENTE WAY, 

The unferescen expeuditure ducing Ube? 
uuder this sub-head was for rails ard sleepers 
for the reclamation of Kewloou Station Yard, 
It was deeded fo uss the permanent rails aud 
sleepers for this work as the uss of narrow 
guage rails aul sleepers similar to what is in 
use at the Tuunel would flood the Colony with 
such a large amount of this material that it 
would be diffitu t to get rid of at thee mopletion 
of the work. ‘This expeuditure was material 
only. 

PLANT. 

Under this headeuge the inerease of expends. 
ture was owine te broad-puuee encines, « Ss 
Deiope required for the reclamation tu Kowloon 
Tocse engines will form part 
No 
permauedl lucrease in foreseen, 


COPNERKAL ¢ LEQ RGRS 


The inerease bere is due tea large original 
unideccestimate and te the difficulties of the line 
rend -1iuge it necessary fo ipereas« the superior 
prade of Che Supervising Stal, 

OBNERAL Peas. 

There ace two large works on which depand 
the tinal completion of the lige . 

toy Deacou Holl Puonel. 

(4) Excavation ef Cutuiog Neo) whieh is te 
fori the reclamat vu for Kowluco Station 
Yard. 

Beacen Hill Panuel bas always been consi 
dered the ruliug factur aa regards the tial 
openiog of the live for trafis. At the ood of 
December the heating going uo orth fron the 


suuth side aud that proang seuta from the 
sbaft at the  uorth side were PSE E feet 
apart whieh weuld meet at the eud cf N. 
vember Lod af the pteseut average cau le 
keptup. Sx ar senen mo ulhs at leas weuld 
be required ty widen cul aud Isy the rails 


No expenditure was undertaken under this | ready ter vpeuing fur traffic say the end of 


gub-head, 


Alay Lvlu. 


. bespitals 
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The reclamation of Kowloon Station Yard 
with m terial takeo from cuttiog No. 1 is 
however taking longer (han might be expected 
and IT trust the completion of the whole lue may 
pot be delayed by any failure ou the contractors 
to finixh their contra-t wi hia (he «pecified 
time, trz., December [et, 

FSTIMATES 

I append efaild statement of the original, 
revixef and suppl+m-.tary Etimates t -gelher 
with afatement of expen fiture to and of 19 7 and 
estimated expenditure duriog 1% 0% and to com- 
plet« the work. - Lheexpendslare darciog 1906 
was S500 S18 EF dariog Pb SETA ST, while 
itis extimated Chat duriog theprasnt year the 


expenditure will amount to §teunaed, To 
compl te the ucdertikiug $2,250 822 will be 
required. | 
GQ W. EVES, 
Chief Resident > ngioger, 
ith February, [tex, 
ALICE MbEMOUREAL AND 


AFFILIATED! POSPLERALS, 


A meeting of the Finances Committee of the 
Alice Memorial, Nethergata, Alies Memorial 
Maternity, and tle Miu Teng Hoxpitals was 
held at the Alice Memortal Elocpital, Holly wood 
Itead, an Febronry 2ls<t. ‘The Hoo. Mr. AL W, 


Brewin presided, others present being De. 
Ro MaelLean Gibeou (secretary), Hon De. 
Ho Kat, Mesare, >. We. ‘Tes Al Ramjabo, 


Dunoan Clark, M. Wate o, Choa Leep-chee, Pu 
Yan-tsum and [La Clias, 

Phe SkcRETAKY, after reading the minut g 
of the dast annual meeting, which were con. 
licmed, pr posed that Mews, 1) W. Craddook, 
ALS. D) Cousiand, J. W. C. Bouna-, A. 
‘Turueraud B.S. KRoadearig bo el-cled members 
of the Finances Committers 

Mr. RUMJAHIN seconded, and (hea motion was 
carried unapimously, 

‘The SECRETARY draw alteolion to certain 
items in the balance sheet, ‘Thea ordinary 
donations, he said, were Sloj0) ax compared 
with S370 last year, cougily au iucrease of 
Sloug, TLogpttal Sundty’s collections this year 
reatised Sulit asx against So for last year. 
‘They boped, bowever, that this colleotion 
would stil be augmented, as a faw years ago 
they used lo receive upwards of S700, From 
investments they bad received altogether 82515 
axcompared with S21) ia 100, au increase of 
SUS. From the Land Loves ment shares they’ 
still only drew & 265, and practioally leat Sluao 
every year from this investman’, the speaker, 
then referred to the special donation of $hu) 
from the Chinese proe ssiou fund, an item which 
practically helped them to maka a respect ible 
balance sheet. Lue expeudituce this y aac showed 


that salaries aud wases stood at S5395 as 
against 34,769, aw juerease of 3645. ‘This was 
due tothe Ho Miu Ling EHlespital, Last year 


it bad been working ouly six months, bat this 
year it had beeo working: twelve months, Food, 
wedicines, surgietl appliances, clothiag, fur- 
uiture, repairs aod sundry accounts also showed 
increases. Lt wax posible to cut dowa the 
experditure, bat whether this would bea wise 


or oot was a matter of optuion,  barsoaally, 
he thought they sscould carry oo the work 
efcrently ; if} cerrmed cui ao inefRoient 


macuer the nameol the hospitdl wou'd go down, 
It was a matter for regret that they should 
have a debit balauce of 817: 4, but so far as be 
could see the expe sea duriog the coming year 
would pot be greater thao last year, 

It wax proposed by Mr. Reasaun, and 
cecouded by Mr. ‘Tso, that the report aod 
accotuts be adopted. Carried, 

air) Warsun proposed that Mr. Hy R. 
Vhelips be appointed Luvorary treasurer of the 
hospitals. 

Dr. Ho Rat seconded, and the motion was 
agrreead tov 

The Cite wa” poepased that the eommiltea 
ifthe Chivess (ice ssteo Fuod te hearti y 
thanked for the.r denation of Stag to the 
It was very fortunate tor them that 
there publie sp.evet geutleoeo were able to 
raise such a large sum. Not oaly did the Alice 
Memorial (fospital beus tit, bat other charities 
aswell. Hlad it oot been for this donation 
their deficit would have been ratber alarming. 


March 2, 1908.1 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE KEPORT. 


Dr, Ho Kar seconded the motion, and wished 
lo thank Measrs. Ho Kom-tong end Chau Sui-ki, 
two of the principal workers for the procession. 

The Smcreraxky moved that the thanka of 
the committee be co:veyed to Messrs, Chun 
Chik-yne and Chan Kaug-yu who had sab- 
scribed $855 for the purpose of prcviding 
eleotrio light and power for working the ox 
rays apparatus. 

Mr. Tso secouded, snd the 
agreed to. 


It was proposed by Mr. CLark, seconded by 
Dr. Ho Kart, and a. reed that the committee's 
thanks be conveye: to Mr. David Wood for 
auditing the accoun!s, 


The CHAIRMAN remarked that Dr. Gibson, 
in his joint capacity of supe intend«nt aud 
treasurer, must have ha! sume mixed feelings 
in tendering his report. It must have been a 
great gratification to him tw find tho work of 
the hospital ivcreasiug in usefulo-ss, but be 
must have been dismayed in finding that 
the ordinary incom: fe!l short of the re. 
venue by $24,500. It was true that they 
hoped sometime coon to find their income 
increased by $5,000, but that still left $1500 
to be obtained f-om sore scurce or other, 
During last month they obtained »vromises from 
various Chinesa guilds of subscriptions amount. 
ing to about $600 or S710, and that still left the 
Finance Commities for the present year to 
look somewhers for about S10. This 
was a obarily which had be-n founded, was 
maintained and couducted by Huropeans und 
Chinese Jointly, and te was sure the Kuropeau 
section of the cumimunity would not wish 
to be behind band in helping them in 
their difficulties, They were bound, as the 
work developed, to obtain higher subscriptions, 
and he did not sce (he nawes of a great many 
ladies and gentlemen who, he was sure, would 
be willing to subcribe if they were only 
asked. He thought figures were always more 
eloquent than word», aud he had uwoted 
the following figures from th» report, which 
would show the growth of the hospital. [a 
the ten years ending 18§!7 the average uumb-r 
of in-patients was 732; for the five years ending 
1902 this rore to 814, andin the fiva years 
endiug 1907 to 876. The cut-patients showed 
& corresponding increase from YUU up to 12,000, 
and finally to 15,00, The opening o: the 
Maternity Hospital had graduslly increased 
their work, and consequently their expenditure. 
The number of ladies jn hospital in 1905) was 
45; last yoar thera ward more than double {his 
number, or 109. Outside last year 22 patients 
wero attended, whereas this year the number 
was ll4. Dr. Sebree must have felt proud wheu 
she rfleoted that she had prisided over the 
inauguration of the maternity work iu Hong- 
kong, aud her name would be separately 
connected with this work ag long as it proceeded 
(applause. The speaker regretted that he 
would not be able to be of much help to the 
committee in meeting the deficit this year, as 
he would be shortly leaving ths Colony, but 
anything he could do duriug the short time 
he was here Le would be very pleased to 
(applause). 

Dr. Ho Kast said it was with the greatest 
pleasure he rose once gain to propose # vote 
of thanks to the Chairmau (spplaus }. And 
also to ask him to be kiod suough to accept 
the position ovo+ more. He thought it super- 
flaons to say anything tu those pres«ut to in- 
sure their parsing a hearty vule of thanks {a 
Mr. Brewin, b+ cause all present knew full well 
the work he had done for th« hospital. He 
was ever on the look-out (o secure subscriptions 
aud help from vutsiders—Chiness +s well ag 
Europeans. He wis quite sare Dr. Gibson 
would agree with him when he said that often 
times if that gentleman had uot bad the help 
of Mr. Brewin he would have been in a very 
tight corner indeed (applause). Mr, Brewin 
was going away for a well earned bcliday 
in about a month's time, bnt they wished 
him to continue to act as chairman and the 
speaker asked that lw be re-elected and alluwed 
to depate a locum ¢ wens to act temporar.ly, 
The speaker wished to prop ve first y a hearty 
and cordial vote of thauks to Mr. Brewin, and 
secondly, that be be elected chairmiu for the 
coming year. 

Mr. Crise seoonded, and the motion was 
carried nem. con, 


motion was 


The CHAIRMAN said he would ba very 
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Office Fuad, to bs placed on fix-d deposit in the 


p'eased to act for the short time he would be; Hongkong and Shanghai Bank and the yearly 
here, and concluded the business of tha m-etiog - 


by thanking those preseut fur their attendance. 
The report of the Alice Memorial aud 
Affiliated Hospitals for 1907, was as uod=r:— 


Throughout the year the various departments | 


of the hospital work have progress «l gatis- 


factorily, The numer of in-patients shows a: 


marked incresse orar the total for I 6, the 
numbers being 1058 as compired with S7U, an 
increase of 138. ‘the Affiliated Hospital can 
now aocunimed ite a hundred in-pat ents and 
during the summer mouths most of the beds 
were occupied, The private wards in the Ho 
Miu Ling Ho-pital have been greatly appreciate; 
the patieuts using thesswarIsdo out pay au extra 
fee, but are encouraged to give douations to the 
funds of the hospital. Whila mauy of the in. 


patisnts are residsuts of Luugkoupg, s me come | 


from the New ‘l'erritory and Macae, and a 
few frum greater distances, ey, Canton, 
Tuogkan, ete, ‘The ont-patient surgical dress. 
ing rooms have been improved. aud a larg» room 
bas been set apart fur wo men aud children who 
are dressed by the Chinese nurses under the 
supervision of the Matrou. ‘Lhere were ]tisd 
cases of vye disease treated as oul-patients and of 
that numbor U0 were cases of Trachoms, while 
there were 163 operstious ou the eye and 221 
treated as in-patieu 8s. While mauy casex of 
Trachoma can be cured cr relieved by medical 
treatment, the disease will continues to ff auarish 
notil tha Chinese realiss ue prea’ importance 
of fresh air io their dwellings. it is the 
columen custom ty shut up st night all 


possibly sources of ventilation and the vilia‘ed . 
for. 


atmospbera affords favourable conditions 
the growth of the microbe which is 
supposed tu cause the disease, (hougi author. 
ifies are not yet agreed 
microbe, As the students of (he Hengsoug 
Collega of Medicine attend 
cliniques aod essistin tue Lospital wards, they 


have daily opportunities uf recopuisings eye. 


diseares. In the Nehersole Hospital there 
were l4tchildreu, of 12 vears or under : af that 
vumber Gi were boys and 7S picley, ‘The fellaw- 
ingarethe principal disoases from which they 
suffered .—leye diseases, ‘lubecewtous be 


disease, Dreochitis, Broache-pueumonia, Cou- 
genital Malformativus, Dysenutery, Stous 
io «the Bladder and = Nepbritix, It las 
been uecessary to {reat rem cocs of 


phthisis os iu patients but treatment in a 
geveral Lospilal is uct silis actury, A siua- 
torium js peeded, built on a site removed from 
the ucigbourhvod of dwetling houses, with free 
acvess of fresh air and pleoty of suulijht at all 
hours <«f theday. Such an iustitution would bs 
uselul fur (Lo treatment uf earty casas aud serve 
also agan example to the great beocfit: which 
may be derived from early treatment of the 
disease uuder favourably hygiau:ce conditions 
That cases untreated ave a pruat danger to 
the bealth of a community has iu recent 
years beeu recugoised at Hom, and sume cities 
bave mace DPhthisis a votifiable disease. 
large vumb-r « f cases of Vlithieis in the Coli ny 
weuld justify the erection of a sanatariam 
for tceating a dixeasa which an authority bas 
stated is oue of the most curable of disaanes, 
His Excellency Sir Frederick and Lady Lug ord, 
Sir Alexaud+r Simwpsou, Emeritus Professor af 
Midwifery, Edinburgh Univers-ty, aud Sir 
Samuel aod Lady Chisholn of Glasgow, have 
honoured us by visiting the bespitals, Miss 
Stewart, our oew Matron of the Nethersole 
HLespital, received her (raiuvigu in Suuderland 
lofirmary, end holds the certificates cf CM B. 
and LO.s. Four students bave received the 
diploma of the College of Medicine aud 24 
attend«d the various claxsex, Woe gratefully 
acknowledge medict] assistance givau by Des. 
Jordan, Forsyth Beliliox, Saunders, aod Lr. 
Evan Jones, deolal surgecn. 

FINANCIAL :—The inceme for the year was 
as follow :—(Ordinary donations S1atbs to 
(Chinese 85,6 S23 and Noo-Chin- s+ Sb 87, 
axcimpared with SN 714 Shin 14 te, an increase 
of $1,633.20, Hospital Sunday $i19 00 as com- 
pared with S006 18 for Phe We are greatly 
tudebted to Mr. Chau Sia-ki and Mr. Ho Kem 
tong who, ax represen‘ing the committee of the 
Chiuese Procession Fanod, kiadly gave a dona- 
tion cf S100) to clear off the debt from last 
year; also to Hon. Mr. A. WW. Brewin for a special 
donation of $1,25u from the Registrar-General's 


ax to the gpecial. 


the out-patient , 


The ~ 


interest (o be applied to the genoral funds. We 
regret that the year’s uccoun's show a debit 
balance cf #1 ,782. 

Ths teport on the Alice Memorial Maternity 
Hespital, stated :—She year 1907 has Leen 
inarked by a decided increase in the number of 
paticnts altended both ia hospital and outside, 
Ourin-pa jents pumber 120 as against YL last 
year while the outside cases have increasad from 
$5) toll+. We have been particularly pleased 
that the two privat: wards have been so fre- 
quently occupied by Chiness ladies who are 
glad to avail themselves of hospital treat- 
meat. As iu former years a large nomber 


of patients are sampan women and al- 
though thay are often difficult casas they 
make very good patients. Outside we 


have attended cases of all classes ia widely 
differing circumstances. womeu in sampans and 
Juoks, indark cubicles and overcrowded tene- 
ments, ax well as those in well appointed, well 
furvished houses, The training of midwives 
has beeu carried on as before. We started the 
year with six and end with the sime uumber. 
Qur numbers are limited by our accommodation 
wud uot for lack of »pplicauts. Lu March three 
nurses wore examined by the Hon, Principal 
Civil Medioal Offiter, after finishing their two 
Years’ training and passed satisfactorily, All 
three were at ougs employed by the Government, 
tao being located in Wauchst. In Decombara 
foutth nurse passe! the examination and is now 
ae (thal ia TLonghom. ‘lias brings the number 
of midwives einployed by the Goverument up to 
keven.  ‘Lheie work has grown mouth by month 
aod from what we are able to ve of them they 
are faithful and diigent in it, 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The aunual meating of the Hongkong Church 
Missionary Socisty beld on Feb.Jtst at St. Paul's 
Collega was well attended. Bishop Lauder 
presided and woe supp octd by Veo. Archdeacon 
Bau.ster, Vou, Archdeacon Moule of Mid-Chioa 
nod the Lev. BLE. Juhogon, 

The acting treasurer, Mk. Satirut reported 
that the jocome for bar amounted to $780.60 
aad Chat the balances in bank at the end of the 
year waa Sh, 

Ou the motion of ths Rev. Mr Jonnson, 
seconded by Archdeacuu BANISTER, the follow- 
jog (omm:ttes was elect-d: Mrs. Banistar, Mrs, 
Buabory, Mes. Clayson, Miss Eyre. Miss 
Fletcher, Mrs. France, Mrs. Elipwell, Miss 
Jubnstou, Mrs, Tompkios, Messrs. J. Beok, A. 
Urver, G. Piercy, and Crowther Smith, with 
the c.ergy who are members of the Society. 

The BisHor remarked that it was not 
necessary ou such an vccasion tu apologise for 
missions, becausa they were members of a 
Christiau church whoss  ratsor delre was 
missions. ‘l‘hey in LHoagkong could see the 
need of Christian missions. ‘l'hey lived amoag 
a people whom they respected in mauy ways. 
They could uothelpa lniria, ths characteristics 


‘of the Chiness and they felt that that people 


re 


only needed one thing tu make them rise to the 
xreat ideal they bad fue them, and that waa 
faith ia the Lord Jesus Christ. It aveded th» 
righteous priociples of the Gospel inouloated. 
Although b« bad ooly been ia the colony a fow 
monthe be had bs o long eacugh to see that 
there were remarkable results following on 
missionary work, ‘Chey bad io conuection with 
their owu church i: llongkong congregations 
of Chinese Christians that were self sapport- 
lng, presided over by th-ie owo pastors, At St, 
Stephens they might ses every Sanday morning 
a congrega‘iog of devout Christian people, aod 
besides the church at Kowlovn City there was 
the churoh at Yaumati lately t.kea over by the 
(‘hinese Church Council, They had now a 
church body that managed its owa affairs and 
locked after the iuterests of the church so that 
it was not dependent upon Karopean support. 
It was remarkable that Iss. Chri-tmas they 
Lad mere Chinese toau Eiglish commanpicants. 
‘That was encouraging. His Lordship alsv 
motioned the ready reapouse made to his appeal 
tu the Chinese coagregations to coatribats to 
the Pan-Anglican conference and stated that 
macy of the gifts were in such emall coins 
which showed the eaceifice of the people and 
their readiness to recognise the blessing 
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which the Church of Eogland had brought 
to them. After a reference to tha other : 
intt tations associated with missionary work 
in Hongkong and pointing out that st. Paul's 
College was neve: so full ox at tha present times | 
ha alluded to his visit to Pakboi which he bad 
made on the “Flora” aud where he found ! 
evidences of wonderful work. In couclusion he | 
ca!led upon the Ven. Archdeacon Moule who | 
had been rssociate! with missionary work in | 
China for nearly half a century, to address 
the meeting. 

Archdesoun Mouxg, in the oonrsa of his 
address, said thet be hal seen China asleep 
and he had seen =hioa awake. He had s en it 
awake with the terror of the Taiping rebellion, 
and he had seen various movements develop in 
the country. I[t was s.id that the old people 
could not sympathise with yousg China, but be 
thought they could sympathise because they 
had seen new China. ‘hey had seen Chiua 
awake, It was wide awake now and he did not 
think it would go to sleep again, though it 
might slumber ‘The programms of the present 
refsrm party in Cuina—he did not mean the 
revolutionary pirly—was the programme of 
the ‘laipings forty-seven years ago, Every, 
sersible idea iu the programme of the reform 
party was anticipited by tha Vaipiug rebe's, 
incloding the bible in schools. That programm 
embraced schools, electric trams, steamers in all 
the inland waters of China, civility to foreigners 
liberty to trade, etc. All these were advousted 
at that time, and then Uuina went to sleep again. 
Speaking ou the opium ques ion, he said that he 
did not think China was going to sleep again 
with the big pipe in her mouth. Ie believed 
China was in earnest uow. Tha Goverument 
of China was in earnest.and it beloved them 
now to urge upoo England that it was her 
duty not to follow but to laad. Chiva might, 
tell lies and open the opium shops again, but 
it was their duty to bs; hones: aod s.ow an 
example to China. 


The meeting conoluded with the doxology. 


RAILWAY MATTERS IN 
MANCHURIA, 


(FROM OUR COKRBESPOXDE\XT.) 


. Mukdes, February 13th. 

Fakumen ? And where in China is Fakumen, 
aud what is the international difficulty re- 
garding a radrcad there? ‘These questions ure 
being asked to-day wherever newspapers are 
read, 

Fakumen is a cify in Central Mauchuria, 50 

miles north of Hsiumiofa, the present nor:hera 
terminus of the Imperial Railroads of North 
China, These lines havs their south. rn ter- 
minus at Pekivg aud run from the cipital 
through Tientsin and Shxnhaikuao, at wh ch 
point they pierce the Great “all, up through 
the province of Chili to Hisminfa is Mauohuris. 
These lines have been constructed by Knglish 
engineers with money advanced by English 
banks and are being effic ently {operated by the 
Chinese under English supervision. 
Itkas always been China's intention siace 1898 
to continue the railroad through North Manchuria 
and Mongolia to the Chinese Eastern Railway 
(Trans-Siberian), aud in the agreement with the 
icitish Corporation, whioh floated the bond:, 
the Chinese Government has pr mised, in cise 
of its own icability to finance the work of 
farther construction, to borrow the money from 
the English interests in the line already built. 

The Japanese have forbidden the Cuinese to 
extend their railroad to Fakamen. 

“Forbid” is a strong word to use in 
diplomatic relttions; nevertheless “ forbid" is 
the word used in the Japanese official protest 
against the so-called Fakumen extension. 

infu, the present northern terminus of 
the Chinese line, lies +) mile due west of 
Mukden with which latter city it is sonnected 
by a branch railrosd built by the Japanese 
during the receat war and puro'ased last year 
from them by the Chinese for Gold Yen 
1,660,000. 

By the Peace of Portsmouth Japan took over 
from Ruasia all the rights in the soutberu half 
of the South Manoburian I'ailway between 
Dalny and Kaangobeng(su, at which latter 
station the present Japatfiese line connects with 
the Russian section which in turn effects a 


The projected line which the Chinese are 
desirous of building is surveyed from Hsinminfa 
to Fakumen; throughout its coarse it runs off 
the right bank of the river Liao which divides it 
from the territory at present tapped by the 
Japanese railroad, 

‘I'he peculiar interest in this case lies in the 
international relatious it brings up. The 
contract for the Fukamen extension was made 
at Mukden early in Novembar 1907 between the 
representative of Paulings, an Kinglish railroad 
contracting firm of Londov, and Hsu Shih 
Chang Vic:roy of Macchuria, and Tang Shao 
Yi, uvernor of Featien (Central Manchuria) 
wlio happens to be the same man with whom the 
Hayashi Convention, upun which the Japanese 
are bising their protest, was made io April 
1-7, The document was formally drawu up 
in Chinese aud English, sigaed by both parties, 
and duplicates copies exchanged. The contract 
now lacks only the Imperial sanotivn to become 
operative. 

Furthermore, in flaancing th» projected 
extension the British Corporation, through its 
representative in Peking, uadertook to raise 
the necessary funds anltothis end drew up 
late in Novembsr last, with the sama above 
mentioned Chinese signat ries, an additional 
agreement to advanos the sum of £500, 00 
fur the construction «f the line, Thre 
through both au engineering aod a bank- 
ing cvncern Englaod is interested with 
‘hina in the prolongation of a line of 
railroad into one of tha richest distriolts 
of North Chins, The Fuakumeno road is a 
natural exleosion of the Chiness railways 
already in successful operation; it seeka to 
exploit a regiou of Mongolia and North Man- 
charia al present eatirely undeveloped, and it 
gs ndg its rails northward on the far side of a 
commercially navigable rivsr, entirely out of 
the legitimat: 2me cf the south Manchurian 


Railway. 


Against this natural and legitimate enterprise 
on the pirt jointly of the soversign power of 
the country aud their own ally, Japan not only 
protests,—she forbids. 

She forbids on the nominal grouod ag she 
alleges, that ia April 1907 China agreed to 
build no line of railroad in future parallel to, 
and competitive witb, the South Manchurian 
Railway. But it is impossible to find in the 
Convention of April 1907 the slightest basis 
for Japin's position; the matter of com- 
petitive lines is not one once alluded to. The 
convention was made in Pekiog between Con- 
suke Hayashi, Euvoy of Japan, aud Tang Shao 
Yi, the present Governor of Ventral Manohuria, 
In the minutes of the Convention it is recorded 
that Japan earnest'y stipulated for the very 
clause upon which they base their present mau- 
datory protext, bat,—and this is thy important 
point,—the Chinese Envoy expres-ly objected 
ageinst the inclasi o of such a clause io the 
agreemeut, and was so far : uccesiful tkat the 
Japanese projact was only recorded as a minute 
of the proceedings. ‘l'hese minutes were sub- 
sequently to the meeting, copied in duplicate, 
signed, and exchanged. According to the 
Chinese they have no binding power what- 
soever; socordiang {o the Japinese they are 
made the basis of “forbidding” any further 
railroad enterprise, not theie own, in Men. 
eburia. 

In assumiog this position Japan adopts a 
policy with regard to Manchuria identical 
with tha: of Russia in 1897. At that time 
Rissian policy, uoder the Lamsdorf regime, 
was openly pledged to the exolusion of any 
foreign influence other than their own from 
Manchuria, M. Poevloff even went so far as to 
object at Peking, for Lis Government against 
the employment by Chiua of an English 
engineer not “ because he was an Englishman, 
but because he was not a Russian.” 

Possibly there may bs some ground for a 
Japanese protest on a supplementary treaty 
basis, because the Chinese have before now b-ea 


whioh they either misuaderstood or uwoderatood 
as not binding. Bat that the lin+ is compati- 
tive withi.asiuad commeroial dstiaition seems 
absurd when aglanoe st the map will show the 
new project not only at a minimum distanca of 
40 miles from Japanese rails but as the far 
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exploiting a district of Mongolia and North 
Manchuria entirely untouched as yet by Japa- 
nese enterprise. 

Taken with other unmistakable avideoos of 
Japanese aggressi ao in Manchuria, the F'akumea 
rotest seems conclutive, But other evidence 
is available to render such a ocouclusioa 
additionally sound. It has become knowa to 
your correspondent through the most reliable 
sources that, since the new agreements were 
made early in November last, the Japancse 
have intimated through offlcoial channela that if 
they were admitted to a proportion of at least 
one-third of the financing of the project, they 
would “ allow" the railroad t» proosed. In other 
words Japan has olearly shown ia this instance 
her unwillingness to admit any other power, 
even & power allied, into the political fiuld to 
the Three Eastern provinces. She seems to 
have committed herself by an overt act to the 
position that in Manchuria Japanese interests 
are and shall remain paramoont. 

In this connection what has become of the 
Open Door Policy, and of signed and sealed 
treaty obligations looking to that end P 


‘SECTOR 
OUTCOME OF THE AMOY CASE, 


NATIVE MERCHANT CHARUED WITRAR 
PERJOBY. 


Asan outcome of a trial in a oivil action heard 
before the Chief Justice, and known as the 
‘ Amny oase,"’ Lam Tung-fai was indicted 
before Mr. F. A. Hassland at the Magistracy 
on Feb, 28th on a charge of perjury. rE. B. 
L. Bowley, Crown Solicitor, prosecuted, and 
Mr. G@. K. Hall Brutton (of Moesars. Brutton 
and Hett) appeared for the defendant, 

Mr. Bowley traced the facts leading up to 
a recent trial before bis Lordship the Chief 
Justice. The defendant, after being duly 
declared at the trial, had denied that he had 
sent, or had authorised to be sent, a telegram 
from the Wing Fung firm of Amoy tothe Ng 
Yuen Hing firm of Hongkong. Council pro- 
posed to prove that the defendant had sent the 
message. The Chief Justice had ordered the 
arrest of all the Amoy witnesses. 

Evidence was called and the 


hesring 
adjourned. 


CHINESE IMPERIAL DECR&GEBS. 


A Deoreo dated Peking, February 14, saya: — 
Peking is densely populated and whenever 
there is aniocreasa in the valua of goods, tha 
poor are greatly aff-cled. Recently the price of 
goods hag been very much raised owing to the 
dearneas of silver and the abundance of copper 
coins. In consequence of this, We hereby 
command the Ministry of Finance to pay Tis, 
500,000, in silver, to the Governor of Peking, 
who is ordered to select a government or private 
bank to purchase back copper coins with this 
sum in order to prevent any farther inorevse in 
the price of silver. and at the same time to stop 
all the merchan's in Pekiog from selling goods 
at. ao unreasonable price. Thea Minstry of 
Po:ts and ‘‘ommunications and the Superia- 


tendents of the Customs and Odvtroi of 
Peking are also commanded to prohibit 
the prec'ios of bringing io large quant. 
ities of copper ooina, Should any 


pers ns 63 fousd to have minted coins for 
circulation, they will bs arrested and punished 
according to law through the Ministry of the 
[nte-ior, or by the Viceroy of Chibli province 
the Governor of Peking or the Gene 

Commandant of the Gendarm-rie. When the 
price of silver comes to the normal standard, 
the said Governor of Peking shell refund the 


‘ Ministry of Finance the sum of Tle. 500,000, 


| Chéa Pib, President of the Ministry of Posts 
led intoaffixing their signatures to documenta ' 


and Communications, who hss _ practical 
acyuaiotauce w.ti such matters, is ordered to 


_ 00-up-rate with the said Governor of Pekiog ia 


‘carrying out this measnre aad tact in suc 


ry 
way asto mat Our Wishes. 

Auothor dated Februry 15 cays :— 

The Empcror will personally sacrifice at the 


side of a river already in use for freight | Temples of Heaven and Barthon the 2nd day 
transport from the interior to Newchwang, and = of the 2nd moon (March 4). 


March 2, 1908.] 


HONGKONG GENERAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


The annua! 


Mertingg of the 


attended, 


Keawick, Mesars. 
G.H Medhurs', A. Fuchs, J. R. M. Smith, 
H. E. Tomkius and A, Gt. Wood (committee), 
E. A. M. Williams (secretary), Hon. Mr. FE. 
Osborne. Messrs, A. Forbes, J. Plainmer, 
S. D. Satna, B. D. Tata, D. Haskell, A. 
Ramjaho, J. W. Bolles, J. A. Jupp, Ho Fock 
M. Stewart, FE. Shellim, If. N. 
Lowe, H. M. IL. Nemazee, 


F. J. V. Jorge, W. Helms, C.. M. 


Ede, C. Thiel, A. Shelton Hooper, J 
J. Geiria, *. PP. Marty, H. W. Slade, 
I. Haneock, G.C. Moxon, GC. :. (ok, J.T. 


Douglas, A. C. Botelbo, T. W. Horuhv, W 


Anderson, H. Pinckney, A. Koehen, W. M, ° 


Watson, Chan Siu-ki, D. Hickie. (. R. Lecz- 
mann, G L. Tomlin, H. W. Feoxer, ‘T. Kusa- 
matsu, Hon, Mr. H. F. Pollock, Massre. i, 
Henderson, C. Klinck, E. Paban'y, tf. 0. White, 


W. L, Carter, ‘T. F. Hough. Ly. Berindoagne, 


E. David. A. Bishop, F. Boetj-, D. W. Crad. 
dock, G. Marshall, BE. H. Hinds, ( 
W.G. Hamplieys, Wo EF. Clarke, M.P. Beattia, 


J. Jebsen, Po singth, Ro Mitchell, A J. Rav- 


mend, Wy Jacek S21 Michie’, ALM. Hesabhay, 
C. Lafreutz, FLD. Darretts, D. Clark, A. G. 
Gerdau, A. 8, 
represented tumerous firme, 

The CHAIRMAN said—Genitlemen, 


port and accounts were circulated { the mem. 


bers of the Chamber sume dave age and wi h- 
& 


your permission therefore [ will take them as 
read. Before p:oposing their adoption T will 
as usua! cffer a few remarks oa the more im- 
portant quesfions which have engaped the 


attention of the Commitiea during the past’ 


twelvemeonth. Taking these more or less in the 
order in which they appear in the publish-d 
correspondenca now in vr ur hands, the first 
matter of moment is that uf the attempt on the 
part of the Chinese Authorities at Naukin to 
establish whet wes virfually a monspoly in 
the sal: of prepared opium. The qu-stion 
of the proposed gradual extinction af the 
opium frade was referred to in my address last 
year, when [ congidered it necessary to point 
ant bow car ful a watch must be kept upon the 


Chinese Authorities in order to cosure that, | 


under the vame cf reform, they should nt 
attempl to unduly favour their own trade in 
the drug, al (he expeusa of the foreigu article, 
The movement in Napkin was a striking ¢xample 
of the methods which the Chinese would ad opt 
iu iilegally hindwing our trade were they uot 
forced by (te Foreign Powers to stind to their 
treaty obligations, ‘Th-  que-tion of this 
attemp(cd menopely and the far reaching effect 


on ene trade which would have resulted had it | 


been successfully carried cut, has beea so fully 
ret forth in tha published corraspandenes that 
little remiing for ma (o add, As soon as the 
matter was brought to the notice of tha Cum- 


mittee, the lecil Government aud His Britanni: | 


Majesty's Minvister at Peking were promptly 
commuuicited with, and it is sati-factory to 
record that owing tothe strong attitude taken 
up by Sie J ln Jordan the moncpoly appeirs 
to have been crushed, (at all events for the time 


being) but like other jilegal attempts at inter. - 
ference with foreign trade it ia quila possible | 


more msy be heard of it at a later date. and 
therefore uuremilting vigilance is imperative 


Regarding the letter receit-d from tle Hong. - 
kong Governmen' dated 2th & ptember last, | 


there is only ona point tu which I need 
specially refer, aud that is ta the ¢ oclading 
paragrap'. ‘I Lix dsplays such an apptrent 
want of unders‘auding o° tha subject, after it 


had been fu'ly explained, that it makes one - 


wonder wh ther the paragraph in question is 
meant to be taken serivus'y. Can it mean that 
becavs: Hougkong lies beyond the bunds af 
the Chinese Finpire cae Chamb-r shou'd hava 
no coue-rn with what affects our trad on the 
mainland > However. sa faras the question is 
cance ned if ix ratisfact ry to kuow that H. M, 
Minister ia Peking lab-ured under oo misap- 
prehens on as to the sericus nature of the qnes- 
lion, He fully realised not only the lege] 


Hongkong 
General Chamber of Commerce waa held in the 


City Hall oa Febraary 24th, and was largely have from 


Hon. Mr, E. A. Tlewatt presided ; Chamber suggesting t‘at the Colony taka part 
aod there were also present Hon. Mr. H. ' 
G. Friesland, D. BR. Law, | 


ito the oppartnoities thus offered far advartis- 
Mody, A. Kt.” 


A. V. Apear, : 


HE. Ross, | 


DD. Coushiod and others, whas 


The re-: 


| conditions they hava the first cull. The proposal 
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eas : ee 
natura of the acticn on the part of tha Chinese ¢ romarkable sight of a steamer anchored in the 
Officials but also the far reaciing effects which | qaarantina seotion of the harbour. surround- 
such aclion wonld hava on our trade, and has | ed by a fleet of Janke i1 which were placed 
dealt with the question in a masterly, | may say ‘some handreds -f Ch nese ooolies who had 
a statesmanlike manner, tappily with the | arrived in a cholera striken vessel. I need 
I desired result Daring tha year references ; not point out in detail the many very 
fime to tim: been mada to the serious objections, as well oa grave dangerr, 

i which were raised by this method of dealing 
| 


in) varions industrial exhibitians under eon- 
templation in different parts of the world. [nu 
tview of the increas‘ug nomber of these 

exhibitions it is of coarse imp xsibla for usas a: 
| Colang, to ba represented at all, and while 

I take this opportunity of directing the: 
; attention of merchants and traders in general 


with an emergency. I merely take this as an 
opportnnity of pointing oat some isaclated 
place, prefernbly on ona of the amillar islands 
in the harbour, should ba marked off for sach 
a quarantine station, Sites c.uld be prepired 
and hao the need aroze temporary matsheds 
coal l be erected for the reception of suspects at 
amill cost of mney and time. | he place on the 
termination of the oatbreak could be cleared and 
disinfected hy fire, Happily the need for suc’ a 
site does nat arise very often, bat whea it does 
we shoal! be prepared to deal wilh the matter 
in au éfcient and thorough manuer. During 
the period ander r-view the Government has 
ono more than ona occasion addressed the 
Chamb-r on matters raliting to proposad 


ing th ir epacial branches of trata should they 
; 80 desire, thesa officials aod othars wha have 
i been court: oucenough to cammunicita with the 
’ Chamber on the subject wiil, | trust, understand 
that it is pat thrangh lak of sympathy or 
‘appreciation on our pirt that we cannot always 
| recommend to the (Fovernmant that the Colony 


should «fficially taxe pirt in the particular 
; exhibition 


which at the moment they may | legislation for the bet‘er control of Companies 
be interested in. Oa general principles it | regiatered in this Col ny, and cirrying on 
| apprare that the sapport givao should be by; businasa either here or in the neigbbouring 
_soch persons directly interested and the «lony | Em,ire. ‘Ihe Cam ittea gladly welcomes this 
should not bs arsked to contribate ta the cost | evidanca on tha part of the Government to 
of such exhibition except in thas» caves |) keep strivter witch on those Corporations 
when tha exhibition has spacial refer-nca | angiged in business here, as owing to 
tothe genoral trale of thix Colony or to that of | the transition s‘ate throogh whioh the 
the Rritish Empire as a whole, Ona of the | (rade ia Chiaa i« now passing too many 
most imp--ttaat questiang whieh has ema before 


opportunities are off-ring for the anscrupulous 
to take advantages of the ignorance which 
vbtainsg in ao large a pirt of China of Western 
business methods, Cases can unfortanately 
ba cited where basiuess tas been carried on in 
the harbour. To pu the matter briefly, asmall China ander cover of the protection of Foreign 
minority of tha shipping, largelp coasting ' Governments on lines which are ovither credit- 
‘trade appaars to ba digs+tistied with the existing | abla to those concerned nor calcalated to make 
arrangements according to which regular | trade easier for the upright mercha:t wishing 
| shipping lines eva the privilewe of laying | to d-al with the - hioese. I now come to an 
1 down moorings at their own expense, and apon | od —1 would, I could say a valued friend—vis 
which, as would appear reasonable under those tha Currency question, This matter has been 
dealt with of late years almost ad nauseam but 

| now put forward iv, not that the Grav-roment | still remaios like a festeriog sore eating into 
should buy out these private moorings thustthe very vitals of one basioess with China. 
| coutrolling them as is dona by the port trast in | The gentlemen who recantly gave their servioas 
some of the larga shipping centres ia the Fast, ; 
but that the owuers should still bear al the 
| expense and reapensibility of the moorings whil« 


tas daring the past twelvemonthe, and indeed 
one of the most important which we have been | 
> called upon ta consider far some time past, is 
; that ef (he cantral af the Private moorings in 


ou the Committee appriated by His Exoellenay 
to consider this important question deserve the 
thanks of the commanity, and it is (o be re- 
the use of theirown property ix subject entirely : g-eltad that a greater uoanimity of opinion was 
to Government sanction. Jh#e Committe can not arrived at which would have led to a more 
only come to tha conclusion that if the proposal satisfactory conc!asion to their labours, The 
new pul forward by the (Croveroment were. dirergency of views held after its fall 
carried out, a very great deal of extra’ discussion emphasizes the difficulty of properly 
iucunveniance would be caused to the solving the question. ‘lhe Committee of 
shipping trade of thea Colony as a whole, iu the Chamber of (Commerce as a body 
order ta mest complaints which it is alleged ara | are practically in agreement with the minority 
j Hew made by bata eamall s ction of tha trade, , report as drawn up by (bree of oar colleagues, 
taud we sucerely express the hope that after! and ws believe that this will on the whole 
| farther considering the matter the Government | commend itself more fivourably to the businers 
will realiss that the prop: sed legislation can‘ section of this community, than the drastio 
but prove vexatious, being o-ither desirable nor ' measures saggested by the mijority. As you 
vcalculated4o attain the obj-ct in view, nam-ly are all aware an inflaeotial aod csrefally choseu 

to facilitate aud encourage the shipping trade: < ommission is now sitting ia London to con- 
of the tert. The qaestion of quarantiog is | sider a question which has the greatest possible 

vatarally ona whieh mest vitally concerns j influancs on the shipping trade of tha Empire, 

a Colony like Hougkoog. aud a trading I sheuld perhaps say rather on universal trade. 
| population such ag ours, but while ' [ refer of conrse to tha Roysl Commission on 


we recognize that much geod can resnit! Shipping Riogs. The Committee of this 
j from a discriminating use of tha power, Chamber must of necessity include a 
plac d in the hands of tie Government, large proportion of memb «rs direotly 
still gr-at care should be exercised inord-rthat  iulerested in shippiog, and _ feeling 
‘the geal of experts sh-uld not lead to its under ourseives ig a somewhat delicate position 


application. That (his is somtimes dona must when asked by the Government and the 
be admitted and the Committee consider an Secretary of the Commission to reply to a 
, instauce of nunecessary slarm or overcaution, , series of questions prop und-d by the Commis- 
Whicherer it may ba celled, was displayed in ‘ siouars, we considere! it advisable to obtain a 
‘imposing quarantios against Sbanvhai in plebiscite on the eubj~c’. The result is full 
S-ptember cf last year ou acc-unt cf chol-ra in. set forth io oar rep ies dated 33) May, 1907, 
that port. We fully ratis+ that at (imes ' which appear on pages 52 to 55 cf the report. 
quarantine is necessary io order that greater | The result asa whole must, I think, be taken aa 
;evil may be averted, buat it must b+ borne ia favourable to shipping Coaferen ‘es as worked 
‘mind that quaran(ine impeses con-ilerable, ia the Far East, for had these (Conferences 
‘sacrifices on those engaged in trade, and acted harshly or arbitrarily towards the mer- 
should only bs imp-sel when geod groauds! chants the complaiots brought forward + ould 
exist for such an extreme s‘ep being takeo. j have been more numerons than the three which 
This brings me to a quastinn which appears of , alona were elicited by our en juiry. The 
Inte years not ‘o bave received sufficient cou- final report of the Commissioners is naturally 
sideraticn, namely, the need of a yermanent | awaited with considerable interest. Ja my 
quarantine station. Since tus total ab-orptinn address last year I allad-d to the handicap 
of Stauneeutters Island by the War D-partment - p'aced apon British shipping in certain branches 
for defeusive purposes, no area, so far as [am | of uur passenger trade by existing regulations 
aware, has ever bean set aside fur a quarantine particularly with regard to the carrying of 
station. I'he result of this wis tuat last sum- passxangersof Asiatic birth and tha coolie trade. 
mer, during the typhoon season, we saw the As you are aware (he Imperial Government has 
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cs a ee 
altogether refused to grant us the relief asked ; read, The CHaIRMAN then read the following 


for. Wecan only suppose that the importance 
of the points raised has not been fully understood 
by His Majesty's Government or that other 
matter, to them of greater importance, have 
occupied their attention to the exclusion of 
those questions, thus preventing them from 
carrying out what we consider a most necssary 
reform of the shipping laws of tue Empire. A 
farther attempt will be made later to bring 
about these reforms. Rscent even!s hava at- 
tracted attention to the need of improrement 
in the lighting of the approaches of the harbour, 
and in the harbour itself. The report drawn 
up by the Committee appointed by His ‘ xoel 
lency has not yet been made public but we 
understand that suggestions have been made 
which if carried out will go far towards 
reducing the risk which now exist under 
certain conditions {‘o vesse:s a'tempting 
to enter the harbsaur after dark. ‘I bere 
still remains a number of other interesx(s 
for discussion to which referencs might 
be made bot I have already dealt with so 
many that it appenis desirable to draw my 
remarks to a close. ‘Iwo important matters, 
the proposed new typhcon refuge, and the 
Kowloon Railway, must howe-er be mentioned 
The cost of both of these as we now learn 
greatly exceeds the original estimates, but the 
pressing need for preceeding with the work in 
both instances as promptly as possible is fully 
apparent, and we believe jist as fully 
realised by tho Government. Iu my last 
address I referred to the loss the Colony 
had sustained through the departure of H.E. 
Sir Matthew Nathar. Wa have now to reco.d 
the arrival of his distinguished successor H. 
Sir Frederick Lugard who has already given 
evidence of the thoroughness with which he is 
mastering the detrils of the many questions 
relating to his now field of activity. Asregards 
the membership of the Chamber some changes 
have taken placeduring the past year, some of 
them I regrot to say through death. In the 
Committee itself changes have also taken 
place. Mr. Siebs, I am sorry fo sty, has 
been obliged to resign owing to failing health. 
I am sure all of us will agree in expressing 
our sincere and unfeigned regret at this re- 
signation, and for its cause (applause), Mr. 
Siebs is, I believe, the oldest meiber of our 
Committee and enjoys to the fall the highest 
esteem of his fellow residents who respect him 
ag an able business man and a courteous and 
upright gentleman (applause). Another re- 
signation is that of Mr. Haupt who is shortly 
leaving for home. T'o both Mr. Siebs and Mr. 
Hanpt the Chamber are indebted for much 
good work and (he Commit'ee are glad to place 
on record their appreciation cf the valuable 
advice which has always been accorded by 
them, in their deliberations. While regret: 
ting their departure we welcome their succes- 
sors, Mr, Fuchs and Mr. Fri-s'and, who are 
both well known to you and whose «lection 
to the Committee we trust meets with your 
approval. After five years work as Secretary 
Mr. A. R. Lowe has found himself, through 
pressure of other business engagements, com- 
pelled to place his resignatio: in the hands of 
the Committee. Mr. E. A. M. Williams has 
been selected from among the many applications 
for the post ag hia successor, an appointment 
which the Committee confidently recommends 
to you for oonfirmation. In conclusion 
I would’ only remind you that this Ca. 
lony, in common with the East generally, 
hag recently passed through a period of great 
financial depression and anxiety. We believe, 
however, that we now see sigrs of a real 
improvement in trade and J trust that long 
before our next annual meeting is held, we will 
gee a revival of trade in all branches and that 
wa will be fast forgelting the lean years 
recently experienced (applaus-). This, gentle- 
men, closes my address as prepared a few 
days ago, Since then, another question 
which is referred toin our report has been some- 
what prominently brought before the committee, 
viz., the question of the extension of the long 
vacation, The entire correspondence dealing 
with the matter Las now been printed and 
speaks for itself, and it dors not appesr to be 
necessary to add anything further on tebalf of 
the committee than what you now have before 
you. I may say that I have received a further 
letter on the subject, which [ think I had better 


letter: 
Chambers, 


Supreme Court, Hongkone, 
24th Febroary 1908. 


Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge tha } 


receipt of the reply of tha Committee of (he ' judgment 


[March 2, 1908. 


communities, and it is to them generally speak- 
ing that we look to safeguard our commercial 
interests. Itis always therefore a matter of 
supreme importance that those entiusted 
with the active management of these 
Chambers’ affairs should be men_ of 
and tact, and that they 


Chamber to my letter of 19th February on the ! should be well versed in commercial details and 


subject of tha miunte of the Committee dealing 
with alteralion of the Vacations of the Court. 


in local customs and ways. Those of us who 
are acquainted with the inner working of our 


‘The contents of the reply, and the fact that | Chamber, know that the post of Chairman is by 


app'rentl: tha minnte bas been slightly modifi d 
since it was firat printed, compel me to trouble 
you with this further letter. 

2. I am of course quite williog {to believe 
that the ionueudo contained in the minute 


no means a sinecure, and it is one which at all 
times it isdifficultto fill. Itis a post of honour, 
and while no doubt in a community such as ours 
there may be many who possess ability for the 
position, yet it generally happens that those so 


was rot infanded; but innuendo is not a quer- | qualified have neither the inclination nor the 


{ion of intention but of fact ; and tha fac’ that 
thig minute does contain this innuende, is 
apparent from the tone of all the leading arti- 
cles in the newspapers which have been devoted 
to the subject. 

3. The introduction of personalities in such 
a matier is I agree most regrettable. Bat they 
have been addressed to me and to my action in 
the matter owing to the anfortnnate form in 
which the minnte was worded, and have 
ciused me considerable annoyance, The facts 
which led to the change being made in 
the vacations were fully explained by me to 
you personally ag Chairman of tle Chamber; 
aud in the face of my letter printed in the 
Appendix of the Report, of my further latter 
to you which ig not printed in the Appendix, 
and of the fact of which I informed you that 
the alteration was made after conrultation, and 
with the concurrence of the Committee of the 

rw Society, I can only repeat that ‘the facts 
which have led to the makiog of the Rule have 
not the faintest resemblance to what is the plain 
inference from the minute. ” 

4. I notice that the words in the minute as 
originally circulated to the memb:rs “the 
majority of tbe solicitors’’ have apparently 
been altered to ‘‘many of the solicitors,” for 
that is the from in which the minute is printed 
in the papers. It may be that this change was 
made as the result of my letter; but even in 
this modified form the innuendo remains uo- 
changed. In this connexion I find that in my 
letter of 19th February I referred to the minute 
ag containing the words ‘the leading 
solicitors,’ a lapsus calami induced by the fact 
that the “leading solicitors’ would probably 
be included in the ‘‘ majority of the solicitors” 
to which the minute refors; the greater 
including th: legs. 

5, In view of the disoussion which has taken 
place in the newspapers in consequence of this 
minute of the Committee. in which my aotion 
is placed before the publicin the most unfavoar- 
able light, and in a light which the facta do not 
in the least warrant, it will of coursa be neces 
sary to make my letter public, and I assume 
that you will, as I requested, lay it b+fore the 
meeting of the Chamber this afternoon. 

I have the honour to be,—B8ir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(sgd) F. T. PIGGOTT. 
Chief Justice. 

I bave not been favoured with a copy of the 
Supplementary Appendix to the Report referred 
to in para 4 of the letter under reply. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that the Chief 
Justice's lettar was considered at a maeting on 
Saturday afternoon, consequently it wae 
impossible to place the full correspandence 
before members earlier. He coocluded by 
proposing the sdoption of the report and 
accounts as presented. 

Mr. C. H. Ross—Gentlemen, I came bere 
this affernoon propared to listen with great 
interest to the Chairman's remarks, bit I am 
sorry to way I have not heard a single word 
(applause), and I fear there are a great many 
sitting in the back rows who hive heard no- 
thing of what the Chsirman said (applause). 
However, you will read itallin the newspapers 
to-morrow (to-day) therefore I will proceed. 
I have listened, as I am sure you have also, 
with the greatest interest to the comprebensire 
resume by the Chairman, of (he matters which 
have been dealt with by tte Chamber during 
the past year. Our Chambers of Commeroe, 
aod Kindred Assanciations, have come to be 
regarded as the “ watchdogs" of . ar trade, — 
they form the 
between those in aathority and conimercial 


medium of communication { annual report and accounts 


time to derote to its needs. Others again 
possess the inclination but lack the abilify. I 
think all of you have taken the trouble to digest 
the somewhat voluminous report of the matters 
dealt with by our Chamber and will agree with 
me that we are fortunate in having at our dia- 
posal the services of aCChairman who not only has 
{he inclination and ability for such work, but 
who also is fortunate enough (o be in a position 
{o spare the time necessary to successfully carry 
it oat, and I am sure gentlemen you will agree 
with me that we owoa debt of gratitude to Mr. 
Hewett and also to the General Committee for 
their labours of the past year. Mr. Hewett in 
his very comprehensive speech, has touched on 
most of the important questions which have 
come before the Chamber durng the period 
uoder review, by far the most important of 
which was the attempted Opium Monopoly at 
Nankiog, by reason of its close association with 
the avowed intention of the Chinese Govern- 
ment to suppress the use of Opium through- 
out the Celestial Empire. ‘The contemplated 
monopoly, thanks (o the timely representations 
of the British Minister, died a sudden death, 
and I trust thatthe day may not be far distant 
when the eyes of the world may be opened to 
the obvious insincerity of the Chinese Govern- 
ment with regard to the proposed suppression 
cf the consumption of opium in China, As the 
Chairman ssid in bia letter of the 3rd Septem- 
ber {othe (‘olonial Secre'ary, it is possible that 
several cf the leading Hijh Officials in the 
Chinese Empire may be quite sincere in their 
desire to check the production and consumption 
of opium. but that the Chinese « overnment is 
eqnally sincsre in this desire, I do not believe, 
and I regard their avowed intention to 
pat an end to the oultivation of the poppy 
aa a deliberate attempt to throw dust in the eyes 
ef the Foreign Governments concerned in this 
trade. In our own conntries, we also have certain 
well meaning enthusiasts who (think they can 
abolish vice by law, bat [ do not think any 
have yat gone so far as to propose or imagine 
that the consumption of strong liquors in 
Western Coantri-s could be suppress-d in a 
decade! If this ba so, how I waald ask can it 
be possible for a weakly governed country like 
China to hope to stamp out her besetting vice 
in this short space of time? We are told by 
thosa wko profess to know, that the opium is 
the curse of Eastern races and of the 
Chinese in particalar. All I can say, 
gentlemen, is, that I bave lived » good many 
years in the East aad inthe Far East, over 
which [ hava wandered from port to port, 
also in the interior, and my impression is that 
opiam is no’ o-a bandredth part sach a ourar 
in the East ax strong drink is in the West. 
Take away opium from the Chinaman, and he 
will inevitably turn to strong driok. With 
opium as hia vice, the Chinaman is a peacefal 
and lawabidiog being, bat I wonder mach 
whether his character might not alter materi- 
ally if be drank cheap whisky instead of 
smoking opium. Thisisa point;to which the 
present Mancha Ralers of China might well 
give careful thought and study, if they wish to 
prolang the period of their Dytasty, and if 
perchance they are sincere in their avowed 
desire. Other very important mitters sach as 
“Priv.te Meoriag Baoys in the Hsrboar,” and 
the “ Lighting of the Harboor” seem to me to 
have been fully dealt with ia the report in your 
porsaesion, and as [ understand there are others 
wishing to speak on certain matters, I will pot 
longer trespass on your time, [ have mach 
pleasurs Sir, in seconding the adoption of the 
(applanse). 

The motion was carried unanimoasly. 
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Mr. H. P. WHITE moved the re-election of , ta the Chamber the Government's proposal to 


the outgoing commitiee, tle Hon. Mr. FE. 3, 
Hewett, Hon, Mr. H. Keswick, Mosers. G. 
Friesland, D. R. Law, G. H. Medhurst, A. 
Fuchs, H. E. Tomkins, and A. G. Wood. 
Those gentlemen enjoyed the confidence of the 
Chamber. 

Mr. E. H. Hinps seconded, and the motion 
was agreed (o, 

The CoatgMaAN—The next question before 
you is the suggestion to increase the number 
of the committee from nine to ten. For many 
years the constitulion of the commiitae has 
been very much agit isat the present momant, 
but it ocourred to us sometime ago that it would 
be advisable to get a gentleman on as a member 
who was more direclly interested ag a merchant 
in the import trade of India, or Bombay, in 
view of the enormons export trade existing 
between this Colony and India. Therefore we 
come before you to ask you to increass our 
committee. 

Mr. A Forses proposed that {he number of 
members of committee be inoreased from nine 
to ten. 

The motio: was seconded by Mr. C. J. 
LAFRENTZ. and carried. 

Mr. J. A. Jurp proposed the confirmation 
of the election as members of Messrs. Soares 
and Co., Mr. G. Grimble, the Netherland Indies 
Commercial Bank, Messrs. Lowe and Bingham. 
and Messrs. Wallam & Co. 

Mr, W. G. HumpHreys seconded and the 
motion wrs agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN —I would ask you gentlemen, 
to confirm the appointment of the secretary 
which your commit'ee decided on. I can only 
say the committee have taken a very great deal 
of trouble with the applicati:ns received, and 
we believe we have made a happy selec. 
tion, and recommend the appoin(ment for con- 
firmation. 

Mr, A. G. Woop seconded, and the appoint- 
ment was oc nfirmed. 

The CHAIBMAN—TI am very much obliged 
for your attendance, gentlemen. That concludes 
the business of the meeting. 


The report for 197, states that saveral im- 
portant questions have had the attention of the 
Committee during the past year. 

The attempt of the Viceroy of Liang Kiang 
to establish an ('piam Monopoly at Ninkio and 
thus injore British interest by fostering native 
produce at the expense ofthe Indian Article. 
and which was in direct contravention of 
Article 5 of the British Treaty of Nankin 
1842, received the earnast atteution of the 
Committee. Prote-t: were made t) H.B.M.'s 
Minis‘er, Sir John Jordin, KC M.G, at Peking 
and to the Hongkong Government. It is 
satisfactory (o ba able to report that, as a result 
of Sir Jolin Jordan's r-presentations, the 
Central Government of Hig Imperial Majasty 
instructed th: Viceray of Nankia to sa«pend 
the Monopoly and a proclamation was issued 
by the Kiangoan Opium Monopoly Bureau ou 
the 7th Sept-mber, 19u7, to that effect. The 
Committee had the support of the 
Agsociation iu their action. 

The sam of $12 was refunded to Commandor 
RW. Glenoie of H.M.S. “ Waterwitch" for 
paymen’s made by him to fishermen as a reward 
for discovering shoals and rocks at the Good 
Hope Cape, Swatow and Tongsang Harbour,and 
the thanks of the Committee conveyed to him. 

In response to a letter received from the 
Colombo Chamber of Commerce suggesting 
co-opera‘ion with this (himber in seaking 
modification of the Crawn A;ents System, the 


Committee repl'ed that they had no reason ta ! Joe] registe-s of their members catsida the | 


complain of the -yetem and bad vo’hing further 
to add totheir letter of tha 24h July, 163, on 
the subject. 

A letter was received from the joint managers 
of the Liverpool Colonial Predacts Exbibition 
requesting the assi-tance of this Chamber in 
making the merchants of the Colony acquaiuled 
with the undertaking. The Committee er. 
pressed themselves as being in sympithy with 


the Exhibition and offered to distribute any | 


ereulars containing details which might be 
forthcoming. 

Very important correspond-noce on tha sub- 
ject of private mooring bays in the Harbour 
has passed between the Chamber and the Hong. 
kong Government. Ina letter dated the 6th 
August, 1907, the Colonial Secretary conveyed 


China | 


amend ‘abla O (2.\ of the Merchant Shipping 
Ordinance and to allow private mooring buoys 
to ba used hy ships of other owrera, when vacant. 
The Committee, in their reply, dealt fully with 
the subject and differed almost in fofo with the 
arguments for a revision of the pressnt ayatam 
set forth by the Government. The Govern- 
mant's reply is at present receiving the Com- 
mittee's earnest consideration, 

A watter which received the attention of the 
Committea was the Prepar.d Opiam Amend- 
ment Ordinanca 1906 (No. 15 of 19-6 and 
subeequent notification (No. 219 of 5th April, 
1997). In cons-quence of strong raprese ta- 
tions by Messrs. A. 8S. Watson & Co, Ltd., and 
their contention that the new Ordinance was 
uofair to local chemists and draggiste, the 
Chamber placed their contention b-fore the 
Goveroment and suggested that if the 
Government desired closer control of opium 
anj morphis, separate books should be kept by 
tbe chemists and druggists for the recording of 
the sale of these drags, and such books should 
be open {to periodioal examination by thea 
Governmant. In responsa to tha Chamber's 
letter on the subject, the Goraromaut promised 
that the matter should have their further 
consideration, 

The Committee having been requested Ly the 
Government to nomiirate a Ma«star Mariner 
to the Committee appointed by His Excellence 
the Governor to consider the advisability of 
making certain alterations in the weather 
forecisty and storm warvioga issued by tha 
‘ongkong O servatory, Captain J »%. Roach, 
of the ¢.e. “ Haitap,’ kindly agreed t> act as 
their representative. Io response to a reques' 
by the G-veroment for any observations the 
Chamb +r might have to make on the suggesiions 
drafted by Commodore Willisms. RN, tha 
Committee expressed themselves as being 
entirely in accord with the Givernment's viess 
and thanked the Government for tha oppor. 
tunity afforded the Chamber of commentiog 
upon them. 

Latters were received from the Shanghai 
Cuamber requesting tha co-operation of this 
Chamber in protesting against the quarantiaa 
restrictions of the t}overnment on vessals from 
Shanghai, owing to the allezed prevaleoon of 
cholera at that port. The Commit ee took 
pleasure in supporting the protest of the 3hang- 
hai Comber. 

The Chamber received a request from the 
West Todia Commiltee, London, t» )sio0 them 
aod other Chambers io protesting *gaiust 
the intention of [fis Majesty's  (rovero- 
ment to withdraw from the Brussels Sagir 
Beunty Crnvention at the end of tha 
first five year of its establichment, ce, lat 


September, 1908. The Commilt « reoognisiog 


the importance to this Coloay with its very 
consilerable sugar refining industry of the 
Imp-rial Government's adhesion ts tbe Coo- 
vention, addressed a protest to the Right 
Horourabls the Secretary of State for the 
Cul nies, and expressed the hope that His 
Majesty's Minister would d-«side that it would 
be in the best interests of the Empire tbat 
Great Britain shou'd remaio a party to the 
Convention for ano‘her spaca cf five years. 
By the courlesy of the Hongkong Goverument 
a copy was received by the ( hamber of a 
daspateh from Sir Edward Grey to His 
Wajesty's “inister at Brassel-. 

By the courtesy of the (Foreroment the 
Chamber was euabled to criticise the Bill“ An 
Ordinance to aathariz: Cotpanies regiat cad 
| aader the Companies Ord nance, 15>, to keep 
| Colony.” The 


Committee, feeling that the 


Bill, for the greater part, affected thosa com- 


panies whose business was eolirely e:nfioed to 

shanghai, forwarded tle draft ta the Shanghai 

Chamber. After considering that Chambers 
i yews on the Bill, the Committee of this Cham- 
ber were able to sageest c riain mo lificstivos 
to the Government, which were adupts!. 

The Gover. meat did this Chamber the 
honoar to invite their comments oo an import- 
aut Ordinance relating to Life Losaran-e Com 
panies which provided for a ‘eposit to bs 
made with the Registrar as secarity fer 
polhiey belders, -nd the periodical actaarial 
examination of Lifa Companies’ labil t es 
together wit ancual schedules for the batter 
control of such Companies. The Committee 


approved of the Bill generally but sugge-ted a 
slight alteration which dil not command itself 
totha G.cernmeut. ‘Ihe Committee were also 
asked for their observations on the proposal of 
the Government to introduc: legislation to 
enable the Governor in-Counoil tostrire off the 
Compani:s’ Register any ' ire Insurance Com- 
panies so financially nosound as to be virtually 
frandulent and assured the Government that 
auch a measare would have their cordial approval. 
Tha Chamber were farther honoured by bein 

asked if, in their opinion, such legislation should 
extend to Registere d Companies whioh under- 
writa marioe risks.. The Committee in their 
reply, whilst approving the principle, pointed 
out that bardly the same neces:ity for protecting 
the public existed with regard to Marine 
[ngaranc: Compauies, as the insured being 
business m n, were more able to judge of the 
atability of the Company and the trausictions 
were more often confined to shorter periods, 

Tre C mmiitee io their report for 1906 dealt 
with the injastica to merchants at Newohwang 
from the fact that goods pissed through I'siren 
(Dalny: duty frea. From a copy of a letter 
from the Voyen of the Diplomatic Corps in 
Peking to the Shanghai Chamber, your 
Committee learn with pleasure that it is the 
inten'ion of the Imperial Maritime Castoms to 
establish stations both at Dalny and the 
Northern frontier of Matcharia. 

The Chna Association, Shanghai Branoh, 
haviog approached tue Government with a 
view (o ascertaining what measure of support 
a proposed Shanghai International t xhibition 
1909, might bs expected from this Colony, the 
(loverumenot requested the Chamber's opinion. 
The Committee ecpregs -d themselves ag stroagly 
io favor of the Exhibition. 

The vered qnestion of Currency Reform has 
again had the attention of the C. mmittee, 
This hamber joined with the Shanghai and 
‘Tiautsia Chambers in signing a Memorial to 
the Dean of the D.plomatio Corps in Peking 
ag was tha casein 1903 aod 1904. The Com- 
mittes als: fully communisated their views 
again to the Government of Hongkong, 
who forwarded a copy to tre Secretary 
of State for the Colonies. Your Committee 
regret that no material improrement in 
currency reform is apparent nootwithstand- 
ing all this Chambir's efforts made ino 
ie direction, ‘fhe question has, however, 


since been taken up by His Exovllancy the 

Governor aud the report of the Committee 
appointed by him to cousid-r the matter is now 
i rec.ivinog: tha c nsideration of the Government, 
' ‘The Clumber was ap, roached by the Hong. 
_ kong Goveroment to give its views on the 
{| subject of shipping couferences and combines 
‘and thir relation to the hampe ing or other- 
wise of Beitish trade; for the parpose of 
- answering a letter frou the Secretary of Stata 
for the Colonies. tbe Caamb:c also received a 

requert for their opiaion from the Sacretary of 
tthe Reval Commission now « t iog ia London. 
j A Sub-Committee consis ing of a Merobant and 
ia represeatatire of the Shipping Companies was 
app»rintsd to ocosider the auswer the Chamber 
vatoald g.ce. A ciecalar letter containing the 
_ form of questi ms desired to be answered by the 

Royal Commission was issued to all Members 
“of tha Chamber. Thirty-two replies were 
received cut of a total of 114 Members. 
‘Tue conc -ngas of opinion was that the exi ‘ence 
of Shipping Conterences was helpful rather 
tha: barmful as regards the Chios trade. 
Raplies to this effect were dispatched lo the 
Hoogkoog CGoverameant and to the Royal 
Commissi :n oa Shippiog Rings. 

By the courtesy of the Government the Cham. 
ber were afford<d the opportunity of commen'ing 
upon a propossl of the Government to introduce 
legislation for the parpose of prohi-iting the 
circalation io the C'oloay of all bank notes other 
than those a'ready satborised. Tha C.m.- 
mittee replied that thay coald see no objecti o 
ta uch legislation, provided that the method 
adopted woald not interfere with the negotiation 
of notes of other cou-.tries aad curreocies which 
fliod thir way iate the Colooy through 
travellers aod io the ordiaary roate of trade. 

The Commitee placed any information they 
might posses likely to be of ase at the dis 
of Mr. Yang shih Chi, a ‘‘isiness Official 
puraaing a1 eoqauiry into trade condili os in 
Col nial Pocseasions of Western Powers 
baring Chinese Commanities. 
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This Chambor, having been appreached by 
by tha Commercial Fdueition D-apartment, 
London Chamber of Commerce, ia now conrider- 
ing the qnestion of tha formatian of a local 
cantre of examinations for the London Chamber 
of Commerce Commercial Examinations, H 

The Commities, npon b-ing acked by the. 
Governmen’ for thair vi-wa on tha proposal of | 


~ COMPANIES. 


HONGKONG AND WHAMPOA DOCK 
COMPANY. LIMITED. 


Tha ordinary yearly meeting of shareholders 
in tha Hongk ng and Whampoa Dock Co. 


| March 2, 1908. 


fo oll for any epecial comment. Amounta 
;nnodar tha headings of auniry creditora and 
fsandry debtors are rather larger than shawn 
{ in the last e‘atamant, bat thaes will bs redaced 
‘as new work in hand ia delivered and paid 
for. As you are aware, the new tug and 

aalvag:s staamer “David Gillies’ has been 
| successfully launched; she is now being fittad out 


the Chinesa Authorities fo astablish a bank ' Td. was held at the offe-s of ha Company, } and will b+ finishad, xo far ac towing ia onn- 


under the control of tha (binasa Buard of | 
Finance, gavo it as thair opinion that no 
obstruction should ba placed in tha way of the | 
proj ct, provided that such bank be placed on 
axactly (ha same footing as the other established 
foreign banking i stil(utions. 

Tha Committee repre’ that ther representa- 
{iong to the Hongkong Government upon the 
subject of (he Clincre Emigration Ordinance, 
Tha Secretary 
to H. E. sir 


1889, have met with no racers. 
of State ina lalter addre red 
Matthew ‘athan, K.C.M.G., conveyed the 
information that the Imperial Govarnmant 
could not, for the prasent. introduca lagislation 
intothe Jmperixl Parlinment which would be 
necessary to cffect (had s-red abject. 

The Committees upon being requssted by the 
Governrent {o appo‘nt a member to represent 
the Merchant Shipping interest upon a small 
Commiltee, nominated for the p-rposa of 
consideriog proposals for th» improved lighting | 
of Hongkong Harbour, i:vifed the flon. Mr. 
Keawick to :epresent the (hamber. 

The Governm-n‘ forwarded a copv of a 
Treaty of Friendship, (‘ommerce and Naviga- 
tion batwean the United Kingdom and the 
Republic of Niciragna ratified cn the 24th 
August, 196. The Committee inform d the 
Government that ag tha Treaty under ite 
articles could be terminated ag fare as (his 
Colony was concerned by giving certain notice, 
in their opinion if would be inadvieable to 
refnse adhesion thereto. 

The Committea were pleased to receive a 
notification from the Government that an 
arrangement had baen coma to with the British 
Members of the Tieutsin General Chamber of 
Commeroe where'y the Government were 
enabled to keep open the servics until 3h 
September, 19 &. 

‘The Chamb-r were iuviled by the Govern- 
ment to comment up n the soggestion of the 
Chief Jastioa that tha Suprema Court Vacation 
should bs extended by 4? days. Tha Com- 
mittee were of the opirion that such exteng ao | 
would inler’ere with public business and their 
opinion was supported by inany of the Solicityrs 
in the Coluny in a letter addressed by them 
to the Chamber. 

The Membership of the Chamber for 1907 
consisted of 23 individual members and 12] 
firms. Daring the yair Mr. G. C. Moxon and 
Messrs. Midzushima & Co. and |’. Lemaire & 
Co, resigned, Messrs. Soares & Co. were 
elected mambers and the election requires the 
confirmation of the Chamber. 

The only change ov the Committee is the 
resignation of Mr. A. Haupt owing to his 
approaching departure from the Colony. Mr. 
G. Friesland was invited (o fill the vacancy ana 
accept d. 

Mr. A. R. Lowe, who has been tha Secretary 
of the Chamber since thea spring of 12, 
resigned the post io April last, but bas since 
acted uatil the new Secretary took over the 
datics on the let Febroary, 1908 The appoint- 
ment of Mr. Williams tequires confirmation 
of the Members in compliance with Rale Li, 

The expenditure for the year [07 has 
exceeded the income by 83°6.55, This is daa 
to the fact that the income derited from Reutar's 
Political Telegrams has decreasad by aver &{11d 
and the cost of publishing the annual report of 
last year was under-astimated. 


Shanghai reports the death on Feb. 15, of 
Captain William Peter Johnston, Istx Master 


in the China Merchant's Steam Navigati-n | 


Company. Captain Johnston, who was 6s 
years of age, was a natirs of Sweden. When 


he first went to Shangbai he was emp'oved as | 


toll keeper at the bridge crossing the 3 chow 
Creek. Later he was in the service of the 
Shanghai Cargo Boat Company and then (in 
1867) he joined the China Merchant's S. N. 


Co., rising to the position of Yangtss pi'ot for | 


the company and afterwards to captain on the 
Shanghai-Hankow line. Captain Johnston 
etired about a year ago. 


Qaeen’'a Baildiigs, at noan yesterdiy. 
H. P Whita presided, and thera wera alaa 
pres:nt Sir Paul Chater, Hon, Mr. If Keswick, 
Messrs. A. Fuchs, W. Helms, Ct. Friesland, 


D. W. Craddock, G. H. Medhatat J oS. Van | 


Baren, 8. Silvaretone (directors), BR. Mi'chell 
(acting chef minager), T. [. Ross (secretary), 
A, V. Apear, L B-rind agnue, J. P. Braga, 
Chan Sia-ki, Choa [Leep-chas, A. D nison, F 


KB. J. Meses, Bo Mori, W. Parlane, A. Rodger, | 

H. Parey Smith, T. Skinocr, W. M. Watson, 

W.H. Wickham and A. G. Wood 
The Secretary having read 

calling the meeting, 

The CHAIRMAN gaid—Gentlemen, The report | 


{he 


nalica 


and statament of accounts having been in your 

hands for aoma dayr, | propose, with your 

permission to take them as read. ‘ha nat 

profits for the half yaar end ng 3ist T)-camher, 

197, amount (o S161611.95 a«< compared with 

Shp 8G 8?) for the first «x monthe of the year, 

and &369,596 35 for the errraapstding period 

of 1906, Tocluding tha 49148156, balance 

brought forwa from laet ncconnt, and 

deducting Directors and Andit rs’ feee, wa 

hava available for appropriation the sam af | 
SGI 44251 ont of which eam yonr Directorr 

propose, guhjact ta yur approval, to pay ai 
dividend far tha half-vear of & par cant. ar St 

per share, absorbing S.-i «1 and to carey | 
forward tha balance St41.(¢251 ta a naw | 
acconat; we (rust this distribation of profite ; 
will meet with your approval, Soma share- | 
holders may question the advisability of paying ° 
away more than has been earned during tha! 
past half-year, bat [ would point oat that, | 
taking the year ag a whole, we have earned more | 
than the dividend« recommanded, While regret. 
ting (be poor re-ulte of tha workin ¢ for the past 
six mooths it must be remembered that during 
the first three months of the period avder - 
review (here waa vary litfla desing in (he way of 
docking and repairs. and bal for the new work 
in the shipbuilding departmant, the shops would 
have been practically closed As mentioned in 
the report, moat of the profit on the new work 
uncompleted will come into the currant six 
months. The profit from this class of work is 
small but helps to cover eatablichmant charges 
and keeps our men together during alack 
periods. The werk of lengthening tha Na» | 
dock, is progressing as well as can ba expected, 
without interfering with the utility of the 
dock and eeeing there is still LQIWAII at - 
the credit of tha extension acrount, your! 
Directars deemed it inexpedient to mike farther | 
provision for this actount jaet now, the amount | 
io hand being more than enffisient to carry on i 
for the carreut six moathe, [he csicson of the | 
No. IT dock bas been thoroughly overhauled 


Mr: 


- accounta baingas god as (hay are. 
_ the 


_of the averagn earnings. 


cerned, in abont six waakx; tha salvage p'ant, 
' though ordered in tha early <taganof the work, 

iso-t yet to hand. Tha alterations consequant 
‘on tha extension of tha boiler shop ara well 
advancad ; the most sitisfac'ory faxture in same 
being the arect-on of a new chimavy and the 
installation of induced drangh'. This system 
"has te bean rononing two weeks bat 


| gives indication of decided efficiency and will 
F Fllie, EF Georg, WoC Jack, ~. H. Michal, | certainly 


resalt in forther economies of 
working expanses, Tha tonnage of Britich and 
foreiga mn of war d-cked dariag tha prat 
half-year shaws a ateads reduction compared 
with former years, and as to marchant shipping, 
while there ie bean fewer steamers docked, 
the aggregate tannage remains almost the aame 
as the corresponding six months of last year, 
shewiog that the average tonnage has wone ap 
from 2.616 tone to 2645 tone, Tha aub-com- 
mittee of Dirctors have sabmitted several 
matters resulting from their iovastigations 
whic have already bean dealt with by the full 
Roard, aod the sharehold-re may rest assured 


that every effort aill contione ty be maida 
in) the direction of effecting economies. 
Gantlemen, before closing my  remarka, 


IT miy aay that with the amnoan! of work 
on hand, cur peeepsata are favoarabla for 
the carrent half-y-ar, aad befora moving tha 
adoption of tha repor' and atatemant of 
accoun's, [ sha'l ba pleased to anawa-, to tha 
best of my ability, any questions that you 
may wish to ask. 

There being no questions, (he CHAIR YAN 
mored the adoption of the report and acsoan's 
as presanted. 

Mr Wiekuim — With the dapression eaxiat- 
ing during the period ander mpriew, I think tha 
shareholders may b+ oongPatulited on the 
[o jastifyiog 
paym-nt of a fone dollar dividend, the 
Chairman allad d to the fact that taking tha 
year as a whole, th= dividend hal been fully 
earned = [t ia one of the alight ine ovaniences 
of balf yearly accountea that tha period ander 
review is often too short lo show a correct riew 
Manov of the most 
nuccerefal aniarprien. if a safficent’y short 
period ic takan in their history, woald by made to 
chow nueaticfactory -cerante for that period, 
It ia vary satisfactory (o hear that the work ia 
hand «rakes the op-niag of this year appar to be 
a favenrabls one, and we hops tha aaed sown in 
the last |-an half year will bear fruit thie year. 
It in also natiafactory fo know that work at the 
Number Onedock ic progressing favoarcably, aod 
that the fand alrea y allotted for that work 
will be sufleian to carry on for tha peasant 
half ear The Chairman has not alladad to a 
matt-r taterasting to every shareholder - that 
ie, the preapect of compatitian Paraoaally, I 


and repaired at an expanse of S12 4 3 which | feel cery optimistic aboat tha rasoarces and 


amount (oa will observe appears at tha dabit of 
revennea account, and it was unfortanate that 


we had to provide for sach a heavy extraordinary , 


outlay daring a jean half year, bat the work 


of repa‘ring conld not be farther delayed. 
Daring the present half-year, tha crrsson 
of No. IJT dock will reqaira a thorough 
overhaul and repiir, bat being small io 


itself the cost will not be xo heavy as in the 
other caisaons Stocks of materisl on band area 
lower by S700 than six monthe ag, and I 
take this oppartauity for iaformieg yon that it 
will be our endaavoar fo effect such farther 
reduction as ix consistant with the «1 isfactory 
worki: g of our basinese, The taking of stocks 
has been thoroughly carried out and we have the 
' agsuranc: of the stock takara tha! the materials 
 arew orth the money hey stand at in- ur books 
In the statement of acecunts, youc [Directors 
ec nsidered it alvisable to make a slight changs 
| from cur a-aal practicain giving detailed cost of 
impr vements and sepirate i'ems .n our earn. 
ings; theea are now merged in twoamounta If 
any thareholder wishes for fuller inf irmation 
regarding same, details can be obtained on 
application to the Secretary. Farther than 
this, the statement of accounts does not appear 


abilities of the Dock Company to meet o m- 
pctition [te advantages are manifol land only 
hava to be atated to be apprecisted. You have 
| the gudacesof a board of directors which ia- 
lola « representatives of mot f tha leading 
«heppiog Orme and comprnies ia ths C slony. 
You hace a capital calativel. low compired with 
the rec aren of the dwk, its workshope and 
enginvering plant You beve aleo a s aloaa 


and expert staff who are not only ocoa- 
icear-aat with ths e:nditings aad reqaire- 
| ments of local shipping. hat who are 


| personally well in toach with (he reqairements 
lof the basin-se, Thess ars soma of tha advao- 
tages you poawnas, [here is soother one which 
1 v-olur-ti stat: never appesra on the bslano:s 


sheet—'hatiath+ matter of santimeat. Every. 
loay at heart 
looks wih ped-o: the [lack i ea Every 


Hongkeoagsite, whether ba is a shareholder of 
pot, vi-we i's past achierrm-ate with peide a d 
looks forward with good will and h-p» to it« 
inceea-ed pec<perity in fatare, Gantlemen, 
with Lbaco operation of pour directors, staff and 
shareholders, the goxl will of yoar customers, 
and the sup; ort of pablic opiniva, you may look 
forward to meet succeas(ally any comp stitioa 


i 
ene who has ‘hs interast of th ('- 
rf 
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that may arise, With these few remarks, I bag 
to second the adcption of the report and 
accoun({s, 

The motion was carried unanimously, 

Mr. Jack proposed the confirmation of the 
appointment of the Hon. Mr. H. Keswiok, Mr. 
A. Facha, Mr. W. Halms and Mr. G. Friesland 
to the Board of Direot>rs. 

Mr. SKINNER seconded, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mesers, G. H. Medhurst and 8, Silverstone 
were re-eleoled {o the Board on the motion of 
Mr. BRRINDOAGUE, seconded by Mr. PARLANE. 

Mr. APCAR proposed the re-aleotion of the 
retiring auditore, Moss:s. H. U. Jeffries and 
TH. Poroy Smith. 

Mr. GeoxuaG seconded, and the motion was 
carried. 

The CHAIRMAN—That is all the business, 
gentlemen. J)ivideod warrants will be ready 
to-morrow morning. 


HONGKONG, CANTON AND MACAO 
STEAMBOAT Co., LTD. 


Theordinary hulf yearly meeling of share- 
holders in the Honpkong, Canfon and Macao 
Steamboat Co., Ltd, was beld at the office of the 
Company, Ho'ol Mangione, on February 25th, 
Mr. 8, Shewan presided, other sharehol fers 
present being Messre. G, Friesland, F. A. 
Gomer, W. Ifelms, C. R, Leangmann, C. H. 
Roars, UC. Thiel, A. Fuchs (directors), Dr. J. W. 
Noble, Meeera. J. M. Machado, D. D. Gazdar, 
J. L. Hutchinson, T. F. Hough, E. Georg. A. 
Denison, A. H. M. Silva, lu. Berindoague, W. 
Dowley, Chan Siu-ki, J. Arnold and athere, 

The SECRETARY read the notice calling tha 
meeting, 

The CHAIRMAN said—Genllemen, The 
report and statement of accounts having been 
in your handa for some days we will 
with your permission, taka them as read. The 
result of the half yrar's working oom. 
pares very favourably wilh (lat of the previous 
siz months, showing as it does not a very 
substantial increase in the amount standing at 
credit of profit and logs account, but this is 
due more ‘o diminished cost of rapairs and 
reduced expenditure than to any improve- 
ment in trads or pa‘senger trafic. Duriog 
the big Chinese Procession in the be- 
ginning of December there was only a very 
moderate increase io the passenger traffic on 
our lines—due largely {to the bad weather 
prevailing at the time. The loag in Exchange 
of Chinese subsidiary ooinage amounted to 
$19,489.80 daring the six months working, 
but this is an item that I Lope will not become 
a permanent tax. Severe Chinese compastition 
on the Canton-Macao Line caused auch a loss 
in the working of the mall steamer 
“Tangshan” that your Board withdrew the 
vessel from (he line p2nding other arrange- 
ments, ‘Ibias particular trade has been 
stagnant and without profit for many ears 
but with an economical and suitable veseel 
employed we shall hope to hold oar own on the 
run, The mater hes the attention of your 
Board, Inorasing competition in which tbe 
actual owners of the vessela seldom reoaive or ap- 
pear to look for any return on their vu'lay makes 
the opposition so much harder for us to struggle 
against, and in consequence your Board have 
to make greater effurts to obtain what we 
consider our fair share of the bu-iness At the 
same time this Company is in a strong position 
and well equipp:d to contend with any ofp isi- 
tion, and with close altention to details and 
economy, we thick wa are justified in looking 
forward to as favourable results in the future as 
are shown in the last half year's working. Tha 
statement of accounts as preseated will, I Lope, 
be considered satisfactory, and I trust that the 
proposed appropriation of profits will meet with 
yourapproval. Turning to the acoounts you will 
notice that 8 more eqasl system of docking and 
repairing the fleet 
docking a certain number of vessels each six 
months, In this o nnection we are anxious to 
baild up a special repairs fund for the purpose 
of m eting the cost of any special repairs that 
will be necessiry in the futare, and have there- 
fore recommended the allocation ef $20,000 from 
the protita tocommence sucha» fund. Loanson 
mortgage have been redaced by $41 U X) in order 
to increase the mirgio of safety, ‘Che mortgagor 


has been devised, by ! 


( 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REFORT. 


of a property in the Eastern District having 
become bankrupt and unible to pay the in- 
terest on the |l.an advanosd, we have entered 
into possession and the interest due and other 
outgoings amounting to $486738 have been 
deducted from the interest on investment 
accounts, All properties mortgaged to the 
Company have been surveyed and reva'ued by 
the Company's sarveyors, Messrs. Palmer and 
Torner and the loaos show a satisfactory 
margin of safety. The Company's holding ia 
shares of public companies has been inoreased 
by $873.41415., affording, ‘in the opinion 
of your Board, all good and safe 
investm-nle, ‘lurning t» the accounts 
you will notice that, as is usual, we 
have adjusted the valine of share invest- 
ments held by the Company in accordance 
with the quotation curreot at the eud of the 
year, Since the closing of the accounts for 
the half-year I am pleased to ioform yon that 
the claims for the “Sainam™ Piracy have 
been settled. I do not think that there is 
anything else Chat oalls for particalar comment, 
buat shonld avy shareholder require any farther 
ioformation I shall have pleasure in answering 
any questions. 

There were no questions, and the CHAIRM-N 
proposed the adoption of the report sod | 
accounts as presented, 

Mr. HoveH— Vir. Chairman and gentlemen, 
1 rise to second the adoption of the report and 
accounts, I{ isa very satisfact ry lo all of us, I | 
am sure, to see that there is an increase i 


a a eT 


our credit in profit and loss account, bat I 
am afraid that that inorease is from a source 
from which we oin hardly expect to see it 
come again. We have been told by the 
Chairman that it is owing to economy in the 
working of the Company and a diminution in | 
the cost of repairs. We all know what false 
economy it would be for us to skimp the 
oost, bat let us hope tbat the volume 
of trade will supply any defect or short- 
age in the future. With regard to the loas in! 
exchange it is appalling that there should be | 
$19,500 to be written off on thig account, bat [| 
am glad to hear our Chairman say Le is hopefal 
that this item will be minimised in the future. 
Personally I must gay, although I would like 
to ba optimistic in the matter, that 1 am afraid 
it is a factor which will have to be dealt with 
for many years tocome, It hitsall those who 
bave small acconuts with the Chinese, sseing 
that the payments are made io this detased 
subsidiary coinage, bat we must meet the loss 
as best we can. It isin a measure gratifyiog 
{o know tbat the “Sainam” piracy account 
has been sottled, but unf:riunately no 
monetary payments can bring back to us 
these who were so dastardly done to death 
on one of our st-amers, bat the recent 
damonstration of our navy on the West River 
will no doubt bave a deterreat effect iu the 
future. With regard tothe opposilion we are 
meeting jast ow, which the Chairman eays the 
commitiee is banisliag, I am afraid you must 
always expect that. We cannot hope to be ia 
an unassailable ;osition, aod must always look 
for c rtsin opposition. That opposition has 
been met in the past by our committee aud our 
maoager ina most able manner, aod we look 
forward with every confidence to their con- 
linuing in the fatara as they have done io the 
past, With these few remarks I beg to second 
the adoption of the report and accounts. 

The motion was carried unauimously 

Tha aproiutment of Mr G. Friesland +8 a 
director was confirmed on the motion of Mr. 
Denison, seconded by Mr. MacHabo. 

Dr. NowLe proposed the re-election of the 
retiring ancitors, Mesara. A.O'D. Goardin and 
W. H. Potts. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Siuva aod 
agreed to. ; 

The CHAIRMAN—That is all the baciners, 
gentlemen. Dividend warrants are ready now. 


é 


KOWLOON LAND AND BUILDING 
COMPANY LIMITED. 


The ordinary meeting of sherevhold-re ia the 
Kowloon Land and Bailding Company, 
Limited, was held oa F-braary 25th at the 
«floes «f the ore Vectoris Baildiogs. 
Mr. T. F. Hough presided, sad there were also 
present Meesrs. A. Shelton Hooper (Secretary), 
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A. Rodger, H. Piuckoey, M. 8, Northcote, J. 
M. 5. Machado, and bk. Brace Shepherd. 
The Secretary read the notice convening 


the meeting 

The CwHarieMan said: Gentlemen—With 
your permission I will tike the report 
and accounts as read, and in  presentiog 


them to you for adoption I regret that 
they show an appreciable dimination§ in 
the net ratarn on the past year’s working. 
Aw you are aware the Company's property 
cousists of two lotsof Jand in Kowloon, on one 
of which is bailt a block of sixteen houses 
known as Knutsford l'errace, and on the 
other, a block of three honses called Canton 
Villas. In Kaonteford Terrace we have had for 
a litle time six of the houses vacant, although 
we have been prepared to accept lower rentals 
than have been obtainable for some years. 
This is no donbt acoountsble for by the 
large number of cheaper houses rented 
nearer the Ferry Wharf, bat yoar Directors 
confidently hop: that with an iao ease of the 
European population ia Kowloon our property 
may again yield the same returns as it has in 
the past, though some little time will possibly 
elapse bef: ra this takes place. The three houses 
in Canton Villas are fully occupied. The net 
returns for the year have consequently been 
about $5,5°0 lower than that for 1906 whioh will 
only enable us to pay adividend of $1.73 per 
share. Notwithstanding this falling off in the 
revenue, which we hope and believe is only 
temporary, your Directors feel satisfied that our 
assets are more than worth the sum they stand 
at in our books, If any shareholder wishes 
for farthsr ioformation I shall be pleased to 
give it, 

‘There being no questions, the CHAIRMAN 
moved the adoption of the report and accounts, 
as presented. 

Mr. MacH \po seconded, aud the motion was 
oirried. 

The appointment of Messrs. T. F. Hough 
aod Ji. Piockney as direotors was confirmed on 
the motion of Mr. Nogtucots, seconded by 
Mr. MAacHADO. 

Mr. MacHapbo proposed the re-election of 
Messrs Hough and Pinckney as directors, 

Mr. SHEPHERD seconded, and the motion was 
carr.ed. 

Mr. C. W. May wag re-elected auditor on the 
motion of Mr. SHEPHERD, seconded by Mr. 
MACHADO. 

The CHAtRM .N -Dividend warrants will be 
ready to-morrow, gentlemen; many thaoka for 
your attendance, 


A 


THE HONGKONG ICE CO., LTD, 


The twenty-seventh annual report reads :— 
The General Managers have pleasure in 
submitting = statement of the Company's 
account: for ths yaar 1917 
Inolading $4,361.46 brought forward from 
tha previous year, and after deductiag $20,000 
paid as au interim dividend of $4 par share, the 
balance at credit of profit aod loss accoant 
is $117,574.41 which it is recommended shoald 
be appropriated as follows: — ‘ 
A final divilend of 
$15 per share, ...675,001 00 
Provision for contingencies, 15,5000) 


To write off property a.-., 23, O00 
Tocarry forward. .... $4,578.41 
$117,578 41 


Jagpine, Maturson & Co., Lt, 
General Managers. 
Hongkong, 2lat February, 1908. 


BALANCE SHEET lat December, 1907. 
LIABILITIES. $3 oc. 
Capital, 8,007! shares of $25 each ... 6.08 035,000.00 
Accuanta ptyeble.........ccccceeeee cee cone nee 13,413.55 
Ammonis reserve accoant, 6,322.75 
Provision fue contingencies, 165,000.00 
Profit and Icmn accoant, 117,578.41 
§ 369.A16.71 
AaaETe. 8 o. 
Land, buildings, plant and mene an 
per laat accoant, 176,475.35 
Leae written off per laat re. 
port, errs 24.475.5 
160,000.00 
| Hongkong Gre insarance Co. share, as per 
fant acoognt, $25.00 
China fire insarance (‘o, chare, as per leat 
account, a : 34 63.00 


a 
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Canton Insurance office share, as 
BOCOUNE, eee cee cesees cece cee tet cence oe 1 
Launch, Ist instalmeat of cost 0... a7: 
Cash in hand,....-.. 00 2 06 ee eee 1 
Ilongkong and Shanghai bank on current 
ACCOUNE.. Lecce cee cee cee ee eee cannes ce eee eee 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank on deposit 
Mortgages 2... eee ee eee eee teen 
Outatanding accnunta . .... cee reece cence 


per last 


Al 320.04 
85,300.00 
BG de 0) 

7652.00 


Aooount receivable ere 1.35.18 
Toe im atock oo. .ccccc cee cce cen eee cee cee eee see ceeeeeees 114.00 
Coal in Stock ........0.:0c00 cess etree tee ee GO0 06 
Fire Insurance, unexpired premium ..... 128.00 


Rw B14.71 
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 
For the Year ended Slat December, 19: 7. 


$ e, 
2000.00 


To Gencral Managers’ Commission 
150.4% 


To Auditor's [00.00.00 cece eee ee eee teers 


2 boca 
To Interim Dividend of 16 per cent paid on 


lat Auguat, 1007 ............ 27.000.-0 

To Balance......cccccccceseeccesseese teeeseeeceeeeeee LD, O7R AT 
$§ 139,728.41 

3 c. 

By Balance hrought forward from last year 4.30116 


By Ice rales aud colt storage charges. 
logs working expenses... 0 ce 

By renta received (less Crown rent and 
Taxes paid) 2 6 cesses ee eter eee 

Py intorest and dividends —...-..--...-+6 

By transfor foos 


123.868.7 4 


Qe a4 
WAS LOT 
1.0 


3 13,728.41 


THE CHINA FIRE INSURANCE 
COMPANY LTD. 


‘The report for presentation fo the sharebal- 
ders at the thirty-ninth ordinary meeting fo 
be held at the Company's Offices on March 
5th reads :— 

The Directors have now the pleasure t» 
sobmit their annnal report acd statemont of 
the Company's accounts made up to 3lst 
December last. 
1906.—The balance at 

credit of working ac- 
count as per last report 
was (ai Ate, A OIN2G 

( 


2,920.6 
Add premia since received 36, 


80.65 
18.14 


$390,698 74 


Deduct claims paid in 
1907 a. ee ee ee 186,601.73 
Deduot 


return premia, 
6, BO. cers 22,735.09 
———._ 209, 338.8! 
Balauce of profit... $190,361.97 
It is proposed to apportion this 
sum as follows :— 
Dividend of $6 and bonus of $2 per 
share on 2(),000 shares ... .. $160,000.00 
To add to extra reserve fund, which 
will then stand at $346,097.75 


Bonus to Office Staff 


25 GIR, La 
4,713.87 


soe eae eee 


$190,361 97 


1€07.—The balance at credit of working 
account at the olose of this year was 
$379,482.78 which is a satisfactory increase 
compared with the previous report. 

DIRECTORS. 

Messrs. D. M. Nissim, N. A. Sieba, E. Getz, 
G. Balloch and A. Haupt resigned their sxats 
on leaving the Colony and Messrs. E. Shellim, 
A. Fuchs, W. Helms, Hi. W. Slade and G. 
Friesland were appointed to fill the vacancies. 
These appointments will require the confirma- 
tion of shareholders. 

Messrs. Shewan and Slade retire by rotation, 
and, being eligible, offer themselves for re- 
election. 

AUDITORS. 

-Mossrs. W. Hutton Potts and A. ft. Lowe 
have audited the annexed accounts and offer 
themselves for re-election. 

R. SHEWwAN, 


Chairman. 
WORKING ACCOUNT. 
Dr. let January to Slat December, 1907. 
To Charges Account :—- g c 
Rent, salaries, legal & «ur- 
veyors’ fees, taxes, stamps. 
stationery, &e. ......-00. - wees SHR TET 
Directors’ & Auditars’ fees 2. 7. (Ht 


16,123.33 
To Commigsion account :-— 


Agents’ COMMISSIONS ...... ee cece cece ete eee U3. 438.91 
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To Exchange account :— 
Nifference in exchange ..... 01. -..-ssereeeees 
To los+ex account 1907 :— 

Claims after deduction of re-insurances 10538 57 , 
To amount written off :-- \ 
Furniture account sl estes R4.10 

Lo eeeee 372, ERR ; 


2 tes! 


To balance ED ie ne Nope a: shh Se ce 


£595 6259 + 
Cr. & © 4 


Ry preminm account :— | 
Premiums after deduction of — re-in- i 
SUPANCON .... cranes oy andes $42,222.70 © 

Ry interest account + — | 
Amount at credit, including interest dua ; 
on deposits and investment<, &e. . 152,202.84 ' 


Ry transfer fee account 


Amount at eredit. 12000 


S50 OE 


BALANCE SHERT, 41-t December, Ly, 


LIABTLELLES. N é 
Capital aceount .. oe : _ $0,000.00 
Reserve fund Parkes 1,640,001 00 


Rwy TA 


Extra reserve fund 
13.8 2 60 


Investment Auctuation account. - 
Accounts payable -- 
Dividend for 1G... 


S100 6000 


Shares in Public companies 145,640.00 
Iv, IH.62 


Leans on mortgage :— 
C1 properties in Hongkeng® 1, (8000.00 
On preperties on shameen 


CRMLOM ... 2-2 eee eee N7 000.00 


$$ 185900. 
Furnitore aeeoont -— 
Office furmture, &e. .. . 
Accounts reecivalile ;— 


Th -O 


( Warch 2, 1908, 


Mr. D. M. Nissim having resigued his seat 
on the Board on leaving the Colony, Mr. E. 
Shollim was invited to fill the vacancy ; Mr. A. 
J Raymond has also resigned his appolatment 
for the same reason. 

The accounts have been andited by Mr. Hi. 
Percy Smith, who offers himself for re-election, 

A. H. Rennie, 
Chairman. 
Hongkong, 19th Febraary, 198, 
HALANCE SHEET 318T DECEMBER, 1907, 
LUARULITIRS. 
11,600 chares of £100 cach, fally 
e .. 1,000 000.00 
198,342.28 


ots. 
Cayntal - 
peur 
Outstanding anle 
Sandey ereditar 
(in baill« payable 
On open acecaunt oo. 


S126, 667 
77 960.30 
1 383,396.97 


Profit and lesa account .. 82,756.09 


$2,966, 535.94 
AGRETS, 3 cta. 
mill buildings, gadewn 
roada, — plera 


Mill aite. Janda, 
Innldings, residences, 


$196 ,4$-1.50 


Cr 
3 cta. 
Ry amount at credit of working aecount 184,838.50 
By intorest 0 ce rete 1.58:3.00 


$186,421.50 


Loseew ontetanding and sun- 
peas me ciara 7h127 10 and dame. st 108,114.58 
~ — win det lu Machinery and plant be $61, $78.10 
Working aeeaunt, IY 7 - Miseellancou tole, gear and lamber 16 848 27 
alae at oredit BDL TS | Launehes, lighters, hulk and mooringa  UG,7 16.85 
: ee SE a | Furniture 5,024.61 
S27 60.2 | Unexpired: inguranee 2445.59 
ASSETS: $0 oes fang elites : SHES Bh 
Cash at hankers ; -_ 200 OT | ashoon hand and at lank .. : G19 Cb 
b Vs ‘K e . i r 
Fixed Depanits at Banks: - teck on eonsigmment 55 G09 48 
Hongkene and  Shanghat Steck on hand L5tb 257.87 
Banking Corporation R19G GOT 12 a 
Chartered Rank of | AJ& CO 30,000.40 . S966 55 Fb 
Mereantile Rank ef IndiaLel. 21,000 (10 eae -ahiastaed mene 
STHALLON: ankys. Corpo. 2a.c00 60 ’ ‘ Wat ACCOUNT. 
luternational Waki ryen ieinicn April. bith, 1a. ta Decomtale alt, 1907. 
Tavestment<--— Vir. : a 
Chinese “Garvt. Eo Bands S45. 6490 : g 
Hone clientes 340 set ns To expenses ineriental to eatablishmont of 
: , “ . r wr 
Hongkong Hotel Co., Ltd. Vasinesa se 5,026.7 
dehentures 1,0 0010 09 Tu fire imurance o.oo 4,885.08 
Shanghai Land Tivestinent a oe ree eee 
Ca, Ltd. debentures. 40,577.40 Vo telegram... 6. 1,28 9.91 
Shanghai Waterworks Co, Ta gener) etpenses GOL AY 
Ltd... debentures : 8.472 22 Vo ty peliacn damages 3.369, 90 
Shanghai Club debentures GS 82 To protit. carried below 161,202.76 


Premia due from agencies, interest due 


on deposits and investments, &e. Tht. % OA 


32,367 400.25 


THE HONGKONG MILLING CO., LD. 


Tho report of the Directors, fo be presented 
at the third ordinary general meeting to be 
held at the Company's Offices, King’s Building, 
Connaught Road, on March 7th reads :— 

The Directors beg to submit to the sbare- 
holders the report and statement of accounts 
to 31st December, 19 ‘7. 

After paying running expense, 

Directors and Auditors’ fees, com- 
missions and all other charges, the 
profit amounts to... we ee BLOT, 262 75 

From which has to be 
deducted the balance at 
debit of Working Account 
at 3lxt December, I 6 ...877,03457 

And Preliminary x- 


penses, now written off ... 1,472.10 


TH906.67 
Leaving a balance of ... BN2 7.56.09 
which the Directors propose to carry forward 
to credit of new secount 


This profit was gained in little over eleven ; 
months’ working, as the Mills did not atart | 


running unt'l the end of January, 1907. 
The Diesel engines and milling machinery 
| are in perfect condition. Duriog the he the 
| Company purchased 8 launch and two lighters. 


A plant for the manufacture of ic: is in courus , 


‘ef erection, and a contract has b-eo entered 


.' juto for the sale of 21 tons of ice per day for lu 


‘years on very advantageous terms to tbe 
Company. 
early in April. 

The Directors also have under consideration 
the question of the establish ment of an aerated 


water factory. 


The plant will be io working order ; 


g cta. 

To balance of working account at Slat 
December oo. - Dae. ae beh 77 036.57 
To preliminary expenses 2. ee LAR LO 
To balance . 82,756.09 


$161,262.76 


ota. 


g 
Protit, brought down 161,262.76 


$161,262.76 


THE HONGKONG FIRE INSURANCB 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The report for presentation to the Share- 
hollers at ths thirty-ointh ordinary meeting 
to be held at the cfilvea of the General 
Managers, on March, 10th reads :— 

The General Manag-rs aod Consulting 
Committe: have pleasure in sabmitting to tue 
Shareholders the thirty ninth souad report 

, of tha Cumpuany. 
1908 dec ount. —This accoant shows a profit 
pot 8283.47.60 which sam, sabjec’ to the 
approval of (he shareholders, it is proposed to 
| deal with ac follows, vis. :— 


Dividend of $27 per share, ... .. $216,' 00.00 
Addition to rugerve fand, ... .. 67,457.65 
$283, 157.65 


107 Accouat.—Tho balance at credit of this 
aconunt is $424,027 42. 

Mortyages.—From the reports and valaations 
made by the Company's Sarveyors, the Geoersl 
Manag-re and Consulting Committee are 
satisfied that the properties hald by the 
Company form ample security for the alvanc-s 
ma te. ; 

Consulting Com uillee—Mr. Raymond re- 
| signed his seat om accouat of bis e peoaobing 
id-parture from the oloay and Mr. c. 8. 

Gabbay has been invited to fill the vacancy; his 
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— 


appointment requires the oonfirmation of | waiting patiently in the hope that the imp-di- | formally moving the adoption of the report I 
ments would be removed and that trede would : sh-uld be pleased to inswor soy questions. 


sbareholdera, In acoordanos with Section 13 
of the Articles of Association, the Hon. Sir 
Paul Chater, (:.M.G., Mrrsrs. White and 
Maitland retire, but being eligible, offer them- 
selvea for re-election. 

Auditors.—The accounts have been andiled 
by Measre. W. Hutton Potts and H. Percy 
Smith, F.C.A. 

JARDINE, MatHeson & Co., Lp., 
General Managers, 
Hongkong Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 


BALANCE SHERFT, 
3lst December, 1907. 
Dr. LIABILITIES. 
Capital 8,000 shares of $25" 
of which $50 per share has been paid up 490,000.00 
Reserve fund .............2 sec cceeeeeee cer eee eee ee D246, 483.81 
Uncollected dividonds ............0.-. 00... 19,905.05 
Accounts payable ...... ........ $1,697.93 
Working account, 1%6,— 
Net profit ..........0.... bh eS! aS 
Working account, 1907,— 


Cy 


. DRT 


Amount brought forward from below .. 428,097.12 
$265,571.96 
Cr. ASSETS. 8 c 
Cash, on current account with Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation ... Lo8.450,18 
Cash in hands of gencral managers .... . 1.888087 
Fixed deposits,— 
Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation .... $50,000.04 
Chartered Bank of India. 
Australia and China .. ... AO (HK. 
Mercantile Bank of India, 
Limited 0... 250000 
_ 125,000 
Mortgages) 
In Hongkong .............460.-81,127, 710.66 
In Shanghai.............005. 656,007.24 
— 1.783, 723 
Japanese Government deposit,— 
Consolidation bonds . ...... $19 277.451 
Imperial bonds ............... $5.376.22 
Wear bonds oo... ee 17.79 6.62 
€2.1 18, 41 
Chinese Imperial Government 
loan, 1887 0.0... $23,2' 7.78 
Shanghai Land Investment 
Company, Limited, deben- 
tures oo. eeeee = 27,586.24 
Phang bal elgp denen are w. 26,666.67 
ongkong Hotel Company. 
Tamed, debentures .......  52,01.00 
—-—_ 121A, 
Accounts receivable .... ...... 1950 13.45 
S2.425, 471 40 


. WORKING ACCOUNT. 1906. 
Losses and claims, .....000...0 0 0.006 SUNG D2 


Charges, 0.0 eco ee ee RT 
Remuneration to Consult-ng Committee 

and Auditors, 0 0. 2. 5,500.11 
Commissions, . 47,875.95 
Balance as‘above, . WB3.457.65 


§ 536.4 5.8 
leax returne and 


Net premia received, 


reimsurancee, ......6. eee ee F ARE TATE 
Interest, 0... ccce cc cceceece cece vow. 149,102.95 
Transfer fees, vo... cece cece eee ce nee oe G70 
Exchange, ...... 000... ccc cc ceeece esses tee ceeeeeaee es 491.74 
3 536 405 ad 

WORKING ACCOUNT, 1907. 
Losses and claims, .. 0000.0 0..00.0 2... 8 4$,20657 
Charges, 0.0... cee cee ence cect creer eee BRR EL 
Commissions, 0.0.0.0... 00 cece ee eee 48,503.30 
Balance as above, ........ 2.0... cece cee eee ee FEB 027. $2 
€ 553,910.63 

Net premia received, Jers retaurne and 
T@INSUPANCES, ..........00 «.. aS ART 29 SO 
Interest, ... 0... eee cece lal 268, 3 

Transfer feca, ...... oe chan coy enaetees 102 ou | 

Exchangs,........... 0000.00. 08 2380 let 


x 253,910.61 
THE LAOU KUNG MOW COTTON | 
SPINNING AND WEAVING CO., LD. : 


| 


| 


The fourteenth ordinary meeting of the Laou 
Kung Mow Cotton Spinning and Weaving Co., 
Ld. was held at Messrs, Ilbert and Co.'s 
offices, Shanghai on February 18th, Mr. F. | 
Anderson presiding. In moving the adoption © 
of the report and accounts for tha past year, the 
chairman said that the local yarn trade had been 
disappointing throughout the year; a large 
portion of the production was formerly sold 
locally for the manufacture of native goods for 
shipment to Manchuria, but ever since the end 
of the Rosso-Japanesa war trade with that 
market had been under a clond. They were 


partially at least return to its former ohannels. 
Mr. Anderson also made some remarks 
on China's industrial interest. The local 
busioees for yarn throughout the year was 


rather disappoin'ing, indeed it haa been dis | following propositions 


[ 


appointing for several yea:s baok—ever since ; 


the Ru:so-Japanese War. Formerly the bulk 
of our yarn was sald Jocally for the manufacture 
of vative gools which were exporial ta Msn- 


choria, but for soma time back trade in th t | 


market hag been under aclend and we are atill 
waiting patieufly in the hope that the impedi- 
ments which hava been made wi'l b- remaved 
and tbat trade will partislly at least returo to 
its former channels. Under the cirrom- 
stances if has been necessary for us to push 
the ssle of yarn in other mwarka's where 
wecame into direct compelifion with Indian 
and Japanese yarn. In that direct comye ti 
tion we are unfavourably sit ated inasmach 
as we have to pay heavy likiu tarafion on our 
raw material and in :ddition excise on cur 


, 


manufactured yarn, whereas Indian and Ameri-— 


cau cotton is procarable hy our competitors in 
India and Japan daty free. 
tonishing how very short-sigbtel the authorities 
in CLina are to the advantages {to be gainad 
from fostering industrial development. ile 
daty which we pay on our yarn added to the 
exoise on cotton is a very much heavier charge 
than our compeli‘ors hava t» pay in their 
import duty. Wa have agaiu made represaut- 
ationa cn this sabject to the [mp rial Maritime 
Customs and also to the local autherities, bat se 
far all our appeals have been in vain and we 
can only hope that as time goes on the an‘horities 
will tske a more enlightened view of the quest- 
ion snd when they do eo local industry will 
benefit by thacharge. We have not asked ia 
these representations for entire freed m fram 
taxation, but what we have asked, and what I 
{think was aressonatla thing to ask, was that 
the taxation—likin taxation- paid on the raw 
material should be taken into consideration in 
giving us a rebate for the taxation.of yarn. If 
theauthoritics would meet us to that extent it 
wonld materially aasist cotton spinning in 
China, 

The report and accounts ware adopted, Maser. 
Michelan and Cheng Liang-yu+ wera re- 
appoined directora, Mr. Wingrove was re- 
elected auditor and it was resolved to hold tha 
next general meeting daring cilher F bruary 
or March, 19 &. 


THE SHANGHAT PULP AND 
PAPER CO, LD 


The ordinary general meeting of sh»reholdars 
in this company was held at Shanghai on Feb 
8th. Mr. C. E. Roach presided, and said- 
Gentlemen—In submitting t!e snonual report 


and accounts for the past y-ar I propose to | 


adopt the usual course of taking them as read. 
Detailed statements of accounts for tha year 
are on the table for your inspection, bat b-fore 
asking you to piss the same [ wish to maka a 
few general remarks During the year the 
mill has been running recularly day and night. 
and I am pleased to say cootinnes to be kept in 
perfect order. Duriog the year ander review 
we have erpérienced very severe compe ition ; 
the very high exchange allowed paper to come 
from Japao and the Furopean Continent at very 
low prices. The Imperial Clinese Iaper Mill 
of this Port, with a plant sim:lar to curs, 
started manufacturing early in Ju‘y and « ff-red 
their product at considerably below cost. We 
are informed that they claeed down on Dee-mber 
3l for an indefinite perid. The demand for 
wrapping paper is largely dependent upon the 
pi-ce-goods trade, the paper being used to a 


great extent for wrapping of piece-gocda, and as 


every one is aware the piece-goods {rade has 
been very stagnant all the yaar; the result bas 
caused us to accumauls‘« « larce stock of paper 
It is only natural that yoar Directors feel quite 
concerned about the showing for 1%, but bopa 
that this state of »ffiirs may orly ‘e of a 
temperary nature, and that, with the rerival 
of trade generally wa may again «t.w the 
seme results we have hitherto done. We can- 
not make good trade where a general stagnation 
of business exists, Everything peestble baa 
bean dona by all concerned, and the report 
presented is the best that could be doae. Before 


It is really as ; 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Inreply to Mr. Webster the chrirman said 
that the mill was temporarily shut down this 
month, as some slight repairs were baing done, 

No otter questions were asked ant the 
were carried an- 
animously :— 

Proposed by Mr. C. E. Roach, seconded by 
Mr. ( bu Pao san that the reports and accounts 
as presented be passed. 

Prop sad by Mr. E. S. Little, reoonded by 
Mr. A. Chamond, that this Meeting of Share- 
holders, oonfiems the election of Messre. V. 
Meyer and J. R. Pattersou as members of the 
Board cf [irectors. 

Proposed by Mr. A. Fabre, seconded by Mr. 
A. Chamond that Mr. G. Wauilleamier bo re- 
el-cted Auditor of the Company for 1908, 

Penpo.ed by Mr. C. E. Reach seconded by 
Mr. Cha Pao-san that taking into cousideration 
tha preent aufavourable conditions the 
Direccors' fues be redacsd for the year 1908 
from ‘Tle, 600 to Ta. 3-4) par annom, 

Tne Chaicinan thanked the shareholders for 
their attendance aod the meeting ended. 

LROFIT AND LOSY ACCJUNT. 
For year endiog Decemb er 31, 1997. 


Dr. Tis. 
Plant repairs ... ee ee 7,108 65 
Tis. . TLR 65 
Cr 


Ralane: from 1906 aeoannt T ls. 3,35-4.82 


L ex lenus paid Tig, 1,000.00 ... 2,054 82 
Working account Luar... we 1,138.01 
Balanc: vee 3,615.75 
Tis. ... . 7,108.65 
HALANCE SHEBT December 31, 19/7. 
AgsETS. (Cents Omitte .) 
Dr. Tis. 
Mill pliot 36 4,909 
Straw mill plant 22,342 
Mill deetliugs 19,655 
New tioi-hing room... 5,620 
New paper machine account 2,877 
Acecona's receivable 97,959 
Mili stores 37,246 
Palp stock 6,R17 
Pap-r s'ock : Yi2,979 
Steam laanch .. |... wi 3,5 
(pexpired Fice [nsurances Premia 2.787 
Furaoitare, fixtaresand sta‘i mers 2 490 
Balance pecfit od loss ac:sunt 3.615 
Tle, $22.51 
LIABILITI 8. 
Cr. 
Capical, authorised 6,000 shares af Tle. 
[coe each The tk yoga gab- 
secibed 4.557 shares at Vie logo 
each - Le 455,700 00) 54,000 
Res-rte aco ait 45,00! 
Ace uots p sable .. 50,506 
Ru-so-hioese Bank 264 304 
Tis. 


B2)sll 


Shinghai, Janaary, J9tb, 19 8, 
V Mever.... 
JR. Patre&son Direotors. 
Ciuc Pao-s N... 

Cc. BE, Roack, 


Masag ing Director. 


SHANGHAL LAND INVESTMENE 
COMPANY, LD, 

The annual meeting of shareholders in the 
Shanghii Liod [ovestment Co, Ld., waa held 
oa Feb. 19th. 

Thea Chairman (Mr. FE. Venner Hogg) 
said :—I pre-ame that we may take the reports 
aid accounts, which haro beea io your hands 
for some time, as read. [ thiok that they mast 
hare afforded you satisfaction, showingmas thay 
do that we are able to offer you the same rate 
of dividend as last yeer as well aaa boous of 
Tle. 2 (which is balf a tael more than in 1906.) 
Thie return is of coarse on the increased a rem 
now standing at Tls, 3,900,000, The addition 
enabled us 


evpital = bas ta extend cea 
basios as fitably in the presest a 
has eeraied for extensions which J 
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hope will prove remanerative in the; 
future. We propose to carry forward the sub- 


stantial sum of Tis. 107.54 50 t» the next 
account, which leaves us in a strong position 
for the present year. Our rental account has 
inoreased hy the very satisfactory sum of Tis. 
54,000 while repairs etc., account has not been 
subjected to the “extraordinary, charge of last 
year and is less than in 19:6 by about Tis. 
90,000, but our properties are all wall kept up ; 
gradual improvement of the various estates 
being secured by our doing all stractural re- 
pairs in a substantial manoer, which though more 
expensive iu the beginning is the best economy 
in the long run, Interest account is the differ- 
ence between what wa pay on debentures and 
overdraft and the receip{s from our mortgages 
and shows a ealisfactory balance, ag our 
mortgages are very liberally covered, Of the 
other «ide of working account there is little 
need of explanation. There isa small increase 
in charges, salaries and rental, reaulling from 
our growing business. The trustees’ remanera- 
tion is slightly ad Jed to in respect of a further 
debenture deed drawn up to cover the last issus 
of debentures. In profit and loss account you 
will find that during the year we lave sold certain 
properties on which we have considered it 
desirable to realize, giving profils amounting in 
all to Tis, 136,583.43. Reserve fund stands in 
the accounts ut ‘Tle. 80040351 and as we 

ropose to add now the amount of premiums 
a orived from the recent issue of capital—'L'le. 
653.552.21—it will (hen reach the sum of ‘I'ly. 
-1,523.045.72 or nearly forty per cent of our 
present capital. Tho reserve fand special 
aocount remains as before at Tle, 171,00 and 
ig as you koow available at any fime when 
required for equalization of dividends. In 
the balance sheet you will find the cost of 
our several properties with the additions thereto 
dari g the year, Our mortgages, amounting 
to Tls, 2,74.14 are, as I have alresdy said, vory 
fully covered. On the other side of the 
account is shown vur (‘apital increased by the 
last issue to Tle. 9,9C0,0100 and we have 
added Tle, 112,(1) to our issue of six per caut 
debentures. We slall probably issue a farther 
instalment shortly. We have ex,ended during 
the year about :—Tla 414,000 on undeveloped 
land, 413,400 on new buildiogs, 17,8U0 on lana 
and buildings together and hive every reason 
to be satisfied with these invesiments. 48 tu 
the future I can pretty nearly repeat my remarks 
of a year ago and what I said then has bean 
quite borne out. Wo havea several properties 
that will commences or increase their earnings 
this year and (here is every reason to bslieve 
that a year hence we shall bv able to lay before 
you a no less satisfactory report than that which 
we have presented to ycu to-day. 

There were no questious, an l the following 
resolutions were put to the meeting aud oarrie ' 
unanimously :— 

That the report and aconun's as presented ba 
accepted and pas-ed.—Proposed by the Chair- 
man, seconded by Mr. J. M. Young. 

That the directors ba authorizad to pay a 
final dividend for the year 1907 of six per cent 
and a bonus of funr per cent on the paid up 
capital to all shareholders on the register this 


day.—Proposed by the Chairman, seconded by | 


Mr. C. W. Wrightson. 

That Mr. H. R. Kinnear be re-elvcled 8 
director of the Company.—Proposed by Mr. 
Dallas, seconded by Mr. Sayer. 

That Mr. G. &. Wingrove be re-electe | 
auditor for the ensuing year. —Proposed by Mr. 

_ McLeod, seconded by Mr Ceawford Kerr. 

That a bonus of ten per cent on their 
salaries be paid to the staff.—Proposed by Mr. 
‘Tripp, seconded by Mr. Crawford Kerr. 


THE SOY CHEE COTTON 
SPINNING Co., LD. 


The General Manager publishes the following 
statement of accounts for the twelve months 
ending December 31, 1%". 

The Directors regret the unfortuaate 
result of the years working, bat it mast be 
borne in mind that prices of yarn bave fallen 
approximately Thx, 10 to Tha. [2 per bale since 
the beginning of 1907, as s consequence of which 
several of our castomers had to saspend psy- 
ment, and the Company were oblig -d to resell 
the yarn ats corresponding loss, which aggre- 
gates Tle. 27,756.52. As the outlook was very 


THE HONGKON # WEEKLY PRESS AND 


gloomy all through the samms-, 


somewhat increa-ing the cst of production 
per bale. 

The balance at credit of profit and Joss 
account at the close of the yaar after allowing 
for interest, Directors’ and Auditor's fees, aod 


General Manager's commission, amounts to Tl. © 


26,129.27, which the Directors propose to deal 
with as follows :-— 


the mill was { Testament. 
put on reduced production theraby natural y : 


{March 2, 1908. 
Then we tarn to the Pealms with 
the aweeat melody which thay contaio, the 
poetic imagery and (thir depths of haman 
emo'ion —thxt psalm for inatanc: —expressing 
tha depths of despiir beginning ‘My God, my 
God, why hast thoa forsaken me.’ ‘I'hen again 
the cont-nted mind that the Psilmist apeaks of 
in the baautifal little ode‘ The Lord is my 
shepherd, [ shall not want. He maketh me tu 
lie down in green tures. He leadeth ma 


To write off 24 per cent for deprecia- Ts. | beside still waters.” Theo again he barsts into 
tion of machinery... ... .. «17,153,061 thanksgiving and praise in that psalm whioh 
.. write off 10 per cent. for deprecia- | has the refrain running through = it 
lion of furniture... ... 0. «© 286.50; All ye creatures praise ya the Tord, 
, Write off 24 per cent. for deprecia- | praise Him ani magnify Him for 
tion of buildings ve vee G,791.99 | ever.” I think you can fiod in no 


ee 


absorbing altogether Ts. 24,231.58 


leiving a balanoa of Tla, 1,897.74 to be carriad 
forward ti new account. 


—— nn 


PRITISHE AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


HIS EXCELLRCY ON THB SCRIPTUBYS, 


A public maating, in furtheranca of the in- 
tereats of the British and Forsign Bible Society 
in Hongkong, was held in the City Hall last 
evening when I.E, the Governor presided over 
a good attendance, Sir Fraderick waa accom. 
panied on the platform by the Bishop of Vic- 
toria, the Ven. Archtascon Banister, the Revs. 
‘TW. Pearea, C. H. Hickling, F. T. Johnson 

C. Bone, H. Bondfleld of Shanghai 
| (agent in China of the British and Foreigo, 

Bible Society) and Mr. Hans Doering of Can- 
ton (subigant). After ths opening exarcises the 
R-v. I. W. Pearce calledjattention to the lit«r- 
ature setting forth the objeots of the prom -ters 
of the meeting. 

His Exce ciency addressed the meeting. He 
said: Ladies and gentlemen —I have bean asked 
to propose the following rasolation: “That this 
m-etiog of subscribers and friends in Hongkong 
of the tritish and Foreign Bible Society hereby 
inaugurates a Hongkong auxiliary of the British 
ani Foreign Bible Society and reque-ts the 
following gentlemen to serve as officers of the 
auxil ary—Perpetual |'resident, the Bichop «f 
Victoria ; hon. treasurer, Dr. Saunders of the 
‘aylor Hospital; and hon. secretavy, th: Rev. 
T. W. Pearce. There are gentlemen oo the 
platform including the Bishop af Victoria who 
ar- much mors able to sp3ak than I am on the 
obj-ots of this Society and the means by 
which it proposes to achieve those objects, 
go I shall not trouble you with a long 
speech and cartail the opportunities of the 
other speakers ia making a fall exposition of 
the subject. The object of tha Society is, as 
you koow, to translate the Bible into every 
known language spoken and distribute it inevery 
part of the world. The Bible S wiety bas been 
iustramental in translatisg it into over four 
hundred different languages and it distributes 


(ys, 


yearly, as I see from the report, over two 
| million copies throughout the world I 
remember some time ago a conversation 


jin which the point was discnssed whether 
if you were wrecked on a barren islsod 


‘Arctic winter aloae and you bad to ba 
content with one single book, what book would 
you prefer. One said Shakespaare, another said 
‘Adam Smith, and others made other selections, 
but the best end most widely read man said the 
Bible, And it is, ladies acd gentlemen, sa 
absolately uniqas book, 4 book of aniqae 
historic interest. If you look at the majestic 
[simplicity of the story of the erolutioa 
of the earth from chaos as told ia 
the first chapter of Genesi«, a description which 
science has only tended to corroborate io all its 
important essentials,—if you tara then to the 
history of the Hebrew ostion from the time of 
the patriarch in the desert watching his fl oke 
and herds, throngh the period of the jadges, 
through the period of the kings, aod call to 
mind some of the extraordinarily interesting 
stories which are told of that period —take for 
jastance the description of Elijsh on Mount 
Carmel, or the death of Ahabat Ramoth Gilead, 
I think there are no stories whieh if we have 
heard a thou-and times thrill as with tbe 


vividity of theie diction and graphic secre | 


tion aa the old wonderfal stories of the O 


e 


| Society 
| 
| 


or if you found yourself fated to speod an: 


! who can speak with 


‘ dactioa 
| I have heard, bat I hope thers is no trath 


' sontaine!. 


| other book words which so stir the human 
imagination and bring a response from every 
human heart. Then we go on to the other 
books, Take th: ragged poetry of Isaiah 
“Eyary one that thirsteth come ye to the 
waters.” Then again that familiar chapter 
that we know so well as an oratorio “Comfort 
ye, comfort ye, my people, saith the Lord.” 
Then again the image which I and others who 
have beeo in desert places in Africa can realise 
so well, ‘the shadow of a great rook in s 
weary land, a cover from the tempest, as 
rivers in a desert conntry."' Then we come 
to that wonderful book of Job which I think 
is the most marvellous book in this e rth, a 
book which teaches the acosptanos of the great 
laws of na(are and the laws of God, aod the 
impotence of man which tries to set up his 
willagsiost them. ‘ Canstthoa bind the sweat 
iufluances of the Pleiades or loose the bonds of 
Orion.” And then we pass to the brok of Eoclosi- 


asters, a book full of wisdom and pathos, 
especially that last striki g chapter, the 
twelfth, with its wonderfal symbolism and 
phases of humaa_ life, wiading up at 


the end with ‘‘ When the silver cord is 
loosened and the golden bowl broken when 
the voice of the grasshopper is a burden.” 
Then we coma to the New Testament, only 
about a quarter of the whole volume, and we 
recall that quarter contains the teachings 
which have revolutionised the earth teachings 
whioh have spread from eas: to west aod have 
permeated the whole grest continent of 
America and which by the agency of societies 
like this is being spread (o every corner 
of the earth where human species sre 
fonnd. Can any creed boast of 4 pre- 
face to rival the simplicity of diotion, the 
forcible and clear statement of the Sermon on 
the Mouat, the life and death of C srist, or that 
atory of tue Acts of the Apostles, the incisive 
aud scnte reasoning of St Paul and its extra- 
ordinary diversity of interest. It is indeed, 
ladiea and gentlemen, a unique book a book of 
books, the bok from which we have taken the 
nama of this Society. It I dwell on the value of 
the Bible from its literary and historio point of 
view it ig not that I losa sight of the fact 
that these are not merita over whioh this 
speods a quarter of a million a 
disteibatiag the Bible. I have not 
dwelt on the other side, that ia 
it oontaios foundations and ia 
source of the Christian 
religion and the object of the society is to 
promote that religioa. L have left that side 
gentlemen on this platform 
groater weight aod more 
‘ability than { can oo that side of the sabj-ot. 
[ have been asked to propose this resolation 
aod [ do so with confidence as [ thiuk the Bible 
So-:iety is one we can support as being amoa 

other things a non-sectarian society, bat I weal 

like to say one word of warning. { read ia 
the report that many thousand copies of the 
B ble base been distribated in China, the 
‘ooat pric: of which is tw» shiliings aod the 
sclling price sixpence. The onst of pro- 
inolades the cost of prioting, as 
oO 
that report, that copies have ben sold at leee 
than cost prica, at less (hea the commerical 
market valas of the material whic: they 
There will b+ = sabseqaent re- 
solution appointing » committee aod [ would 
urge the geatiemen elected uel gd attention to 
that point. The Bible shoald not bs sold at 
lees than the coat of the material of which it is 
com I will not d tsia you longer bat 
will usk the Rev. Mr. [tradfield to acoad the 
reanlation. 


year io 
myself 
to say that 
the fountain and 


' beacause there are 


rr 
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Rev. G. H. Bonrrietp said the Society's 
object was to translate the holy scriptures into 
all languages and to distribute them amongst 
all peoples. The Society had been engaged in 
its work for over 100 years. The matter of the 
price, mentioned by His Excellency, had 
engaged attention for many years. The ques- 
tion of the price was fixed by local considerations, 
but they had, prao'ically a uniformity of prica 
throughout tha great Empire, 

The BisHop of Victorta moved : (1) That all 
ministers of religion, resident in the Colony, 
who subscribe to the support of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and the following 
representative laymen, be asked to form with 
the officers already elected the General Com- 
mittee of the Auxiliary :—W.G. Humyhreys. 
J. M. Beck, Dr. Atkinson, Mr. G. Piercy, (2) 
That the Genoral Committee appoint, annually, 
two of its members to be vice-presidents and 
two others to serve as representatives of the 
Auxiliary on the Joint Depot Committee. (3) 
That the following ladies nomioatal by the 
local churches be asked to form the Ladies 
Committea of this Auxiliary for the year 1908 
That the Ladies Committes have power (o add 
to its number, and that it appoint its own 
secretary and ccllectors:—St. John's Cathedral, 


Mrs. Tooker and Miss Stewart; Union 
Church, Mra. Auld; St. Peter's Cuurch, 
Mrs. Pieroy; St. Andrew's Church, Mrs. 


Maine ; Wesley Church, Mre. Browne; German 
Church, Miss Von Weichmar. With two 
additional members of the Ladies Commilt 6 
to be nominated by the Hongkong Missionary 
Association at its next meeting. (4) That an 
annoal meeting of this Auxiliary be held nat 
later than the end of March in each year, for 
the parpose of receiving reportgand advocating 
the claims of the British and Foreign Bible 
Bociety. His Excellency had told them what 
a grand book the bible was and he trusted that 
goon every Chinese lad and (Chinese girl in 
the Colony should have a definite education 
in the bible, 

Mr. Hans Doggina seconded the resolation, 
and a vote of thanks to his Excellency the 
Governor for presiding, noved by Rev. C.H. 
Hicgiina, and seconded by Archdeacon 
BANISTER ended the proceedings: 


‘ CORRESPONDENCF. 
THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
MEETING. 


[TO THE EDITOR OF THE ‘DAILY PRess'3 


Stk,—I feel sure that all those who are 
interested in the Bombay Trade will have read 
with pleasure the notice of the Chamber of 
Commerce, to the effect that it is proposed to 
apace re aunties of the C‘ommittee by one 
member, who is to represen 
a p t the Bombay 

Considering the volume of the trada between 
Bombay and this port, a trade which represents 
more than hal in value of all the rest of the 
Colony's trade put together, it seems strange 
that hitherto it has not been represented on the 
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, and 
the action of the present Committee to reotify 
this omission will no doubt be fully appreciated 
by those merchants whose larga and va!'uable 
interests will now be adequately represented. 

As I have said, the trade is a most important 
one to this Colony, amounting annually to 
millions of dollars, particularly that portion 
of it known as the Yarn Tresde. flow 
vital to tha Colony’s prosperity the Yaro 
Trade ie, [T need only recall the crisis 
through which this (rade passed some eighteen 
menths ago, when every other trada euff-red in 
sympathy. I merely mention these faots in order 
to show what great care will have to be ex- 
ercised in choosing the right man. It is not to 
be doubted that the Committee, with their long 
and ripe experience, after taking the sense of 
the various Indiao firms, will m ke a good 
choice, 

What, however, I would take the liberty to 
urge is that the choice should not be made 
according to “clo Custom,” bat due weight be 


Riven to the qualifi-ations of the member 
selected. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


To my mind, and speaking with an exper- 
ience of geome twenty years io the Indian trade, 
I should gay the one man who stands ont pre- 
eMinently us the fittext for tha seat on the 
Commiltee, would be Mr. A.J. David, of 
Me-srs. 8. J. David nad Co, 

This gentleman has bad a wide aod varied 
experiance in the Iodian trade, having been the 
senior resideot partner of his fiem in China 
and Japan for over twenty years. 
Bombay, Me-srs. S:s<oon, J. David sal (‘o., are 


1 
Uis firmio 
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some of the Directors of the Kowloon Wharf 
ond Godown Co. and not by any individaal 
rm! 

“ [adian “ is misinformed when he says that 
he majority of the Indian merchants are ia 
favour of Mr. David's election, If Mr, 
“Indian “ would oaly take the tronble to 


(ioquire of these Indian merchants h¢ woald 


edily be disillasioned and be would fod that 
ae alf of them would be very pleised lo see 


| Mr. Shellim elected. 


large mill-owners, while his brother, Sie Sassoon . 


The firm which Mr. Sbellim represents is not 


David, is not only adireotor of a great number | only interested in the Indian (rade bnt ia a'so 


of other mills, bat is Ch irman of the Mill-! one of the lirgest 


awners Asacciation, aud whose voice carries 
great weight in tha councils of that Asgociation. | 
[t is, of course, well-known that Mr A.J. ! 


Divid's fiem has been the largest importers of 
As 


Indian yaro for the past twenty years, 
showing the leading position this firm holds 
the quastion of tha atorage of yarao in the 
Godowne Company's godown at Kowlo:n, a 
moet important ooe for that Company, was 
brought about by the ivitiative of Mr. David. 
{{ reqaired no small amount of courage to take 
the initiative in this matter, wheo it is 
rememb:red that the Chinese dealers had bean 
accu-tomed for years to take deliveri a from 
this side of tha harbonr, aad whose prejadicas 
against any change had to be most carefully 
considered. I merely mention this incident in 
the history of the yarn trade to show the grasp 
of affiirs, of which Mr. David gave ample : 
proof on that occasion, a qualification, I fear. 
porxsaed by few others. 

1 think I vaioa the feeling of the majority, 
if not all, of the [adisn merchants when I say 
that it will afford them great sitisfaction ta sea 
Mr. David on the Committee, and in proof of 
thie, [ may only cite ona instance to show how 
he is regarded by all the merchants engaged 
in the Indian (r de, and that ie, that during the 
crisis of 1%), when he waa, uoforluoately for 
all concerned, absent from the (‘olony, all the 
foreiga merchants and ail the (‘hinese dealers 
cone: rned uoacimoasly agreed to come to no 
decision regarding tha proposals made, pending 
the arrival of Mr. David. 

In thus advocating the choice of the gentle- 
man mautioned, | should like to be permitted 
(o add that I have no p-rsonal interest to serve 
nor haveal any connection whatever with Mr. 
David's firm. My only ivterest is in common 
with that of all the other Indian merchants, 
and that ie, that the man most qualified for the | 
seat should bs chasen.—I am, etc., 


Hongkong, 22nd February 1s, 


CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
BOMBAY TRADE. 


[TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRES8. — 


Hongkong, 25th Febroary, 1% | 
interest | 


Sir,—I have read with mach 
‘Indian's “letter in your valuable colamos of 
yesterday, but I am sorry I o:nnot agree with 
him on sevaral points, 

Io wy opinion, the representative of Messrs. 
David > aeaoon and Co. Ld., (a firm which has 


was ceded tothe British has decidedly ia the 


course of hia basinass career with such excep- | 


tional advantaces of gaining s thorough 
kno! ledge of the intricacies of the Lodian trade, 


| faithfully, 


INDIAN. | 


j examination at the eo 
been established in China before Hongkong : 


toperty owners in this 
Colony besides b:ing interested in the shipplag 
trade, In almost all questions that had always 
riaeo from time to time concerning the [ndian 
trade, Messre. David Sissoons have always 
taken the initi:t va and Iam sure that for this 
reason alone, if not for any other, all the 
merchsots doing trade with Iolia will be 
pleased if the able representative of one of the 
oldest and pioneer firms in the Fac Eust as the 
Saggoons, is elected a member of tha Chamber 
of Commercs Committee.—I am, Sir, Yours 


“FACTS,” 
MR. SHELL'M ELRCCED. 

The foregoing letter waa in typa before we 
learned that Mr. Shelliin hid been actaally 
selected by the committea of the Chamber of 
Commerce, As il se(s out the reasons for the 
Chamber's choice, and Mr. Shellim's claim« aod 
qnalificali nr, we think it as wall to pablish it, 
‘here ia no room for controversy now, ani wa 
bope that the Bombiy traders will all aodorse 
the choics and support th chosea. 


SHORTHAND IN HONGKONG. 


The certificates won at the firat examination 
condacted by the new shorthand committee for 
Hongkong. together with theory certificates 
gained «part from the commiltes, were presented 
at St. Joseph's College yesterday afternoon by 
Lady Lugard. Mr. BE. D.C. Wolfe, chairman of 
the committee, presided, and there were present 
His Lordship Bishop P: ez0ni, Consal-General 
Romaoco, Mr. A. J. Brackenbury, Mrs. Justi, 
the Very Reverend Father D. Maria, Pro- Vicar 
Apostolic, the Rev. Father Augustiae, military 
chaplain, and others, 

The CHAIEM-N extended so very hearty 
welcome to Lady Lagard for kindly consenting 


to attend that first distribution of speed 
certificates since the new committea was 
appointed, and also for kindly agreeing to 


present the three speed certificates won at the 
eximination. Two of the certificates were for 
notes taken at the rate of &) words per miaoute 
and transcribed, and one certificate waa for Hy) 
words per minute with transcription. Her 
Froellancy had also consented to present other 
oertificates. two fall certificates of proficivn sy 
and several other certificates for theory. As 
thay were all aware, the speed committee had 
only bean recently appointed aud had held one 
examination. As a result of that examination 
the three certificates which he had meationed 
first would now bs handed to those who 
had gained them. They hoped to hold another 

if of Jane sad trusted 
that not oaly the boys from schools, but alao the 
students from the Technical Iastitate, who he 
aodars‘cod were busy working at shorthand at 
the present momant, would 09 peta, He hopad 
that the first distribatioa of certificates would 


a prior and bettar claim to be appoiated on the | encoursg. all those who had been thinking of 


Committee of the Chamber than anyb dy else. 


councillor as well asa member of 


| going in to take the matter ap serioasly. 
Mr. Sh-llim was at one time a muocipal . 


Lavy Lcaawp thea presented the certificates, 


e Sbaaghai | efter which she requested two of the sacocesful 


Chamber of Commerce Committee/and it goes | students to take a shorthand note of the remarks 


witbout saying that be would not have been 
offered theee positions unless the Shanghai 
community hd Gar confidence that he was 
well qualified to safeguard their ioterests 
Therefore shoalda man of Mr. Shellim's wide 


experience aod business acamea be elected, [ | then 


am sare no question aff-cling the Indian trade 
would be in abler and safer handa. 


of Mr. 9. Kingsbury, the hoa secretary. who 
said that the boys wished to present sa} 
Ligard with a “silver trowel“ of shorthand, 
a fountain pen, in recognition of the founda- 
tion work in shorthaod thet day. He 
introduced Master Sequeira Carlos, 


_who had come first in the &) words teat. 


Master CaRLos presented Hor Excellency with 


‘The general volume of trade passing through |g Swaa foautain pan in a silver caw and neatly 


this firm's hands greatly exceeds that of the 
firm named by “ Icdan“ and this fact is patent 
to any ack t of reput io this Colony. 

Your correspondi-ot has further remarked 
aboat the storage of yarnat Ko@looa. Asamselter 


of fact this arrangement was brought about by 


‘expressed the gratitade of the boys to Ledy 
_ Lagerd for the encoaragemeat she had given 


them and for the honour conferred upon them. 

Lapyr Luaarp, who was received with loud 
applaase, thanked the boys from her heart for 
their most beantifal present —a “ silver trowel.’’ 
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It would always remind her of the beginning | 
of shorthand in Hongkong in which she 
tock a special interest and sympathy because 
she had struggled through the begioning 
of it herself, and knew what a lot of 
diffoulty and what industry and patience ware 
necessary in order to get anywhere past that 
60 word mark which she bad never passed. It 
was along time since she had learned it, and 
she hoped that the boys would pat their know, 
ledge of shorthand to a better use than she had 
done, All she had done with hers was to nfilise 
it a little for notes and for household receipts. 
The other day, having entered into a struggle 
with a Chinese washerman on the proper wasb- 
ing of white flannel, she hunted up an old receipt 
which eho had preserved and to her horror 
found that it was written in shorthand. 
(Laughter). She had the greatest difficulty in 
reatling it. At last she deciphered sonething 
about putting something into cold water but 
what that something was she had the greatest 
difficulty indisoovering. She looked and looked 
and ultimately found out that it was sassoline, 
written without the vowel points (i.anghter). 
Continuing, Her F xcellency boped that the boys 
would carry their shorthand through farther 
than she had done and that they would have no 
struggles over points. With hearty good 
wishes for their snocesa she had great pleasure 
in accepting their charming present. 

Three hearty cheers were given by the 
boys for Lady Lugard, and the proceedings 
terminated. 


SUPREME COURT. 
Tuesday, February 25th. 


In ORIGINAL J UBI8DICTION. 


BEFors S18 Francis Pracott (CHIEF 
JUSTICE). 


CLAIM ON A BILL OF EXCHANGE, 

Leung Sin-Hoy, trading as the Chin Fuog 
Hoi Kee firm of Singapore, brought action 
against the Cheong Wing firm of 75, Bonham 
Strand, bankers, Wong Long-him of the same 
address, the Wing Tung Sam firm of 257, Des 
Vooux Road Central, merchants, the Wing 
Cheng firm of 129, Des Vaux Road West and 
Li Lan-nam, merchant, as the drawers of a bill 
of exchange for $11),00 dated January 7th, 197, 
and drawn by the defendants upon the plain- 
tiffs, and payable to the order of the Nether- 
lands Indies Commercial Bank 21 days after 
sight, payment whereof was made by the plain- 
tiff on the 8th February 1907 to the Nether, 
lands Indies Commercial Bank. Hon. Mr. H. 
EB. Pollook, K.C., instructed by Mr. R. F.C. 
Master (of Mesars. Johnson, Stokes and Master) 
appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr. M. W. 
Blade, instructed by Mr. P. Sydenham Dixon 
(of Mr. BR. A. Harding's office) for the 
defendants. 

The statement of claim read :—The plaintiff 
is a merchant trading as the Chin Foong Hoy 
Kee firm at No. 60, China Street, Singapore, 
in the Straits Settlements. The defendants, 
the Cheong Wing firm, are bankers carry- 
ing on business at No. 75, Bonham 
Strand, and the defendant, Wong Loong 
Him, is the managing partner of the Cheong 
Wing firm. The defendants—the Wing 
Tung Sun firm-are merchants carryiog on 
business at No. 257, DesVa@ux Road Central, 
and the defendant, Lai Yu-nuog, is manag- 
ing partner. The defendants, the Wing Cheoug 
firm, were uutil recently carrying on business as 
merchants, at No. 129, Des Vaux Road West, 
and the defendant, Li Lai-nam, was until re- 
cently the managing partner of the defendants, 
the Wing Cheong firm. The defenlants, the 
Wing Cheong firm, have recently ceased busi- 
ness, and the d-fendant, Li Lai-nam, has 
recantly absconded from the Colony. Ona 
or about the 7th January, 1907, the de- 
fendants requested the plaintiff to accept for 
the defendants’ accommodation a bill of ex- 
change for $10,000 which was drawn by the da. 
fendants on the plaintiff and payable at 21 days 
afver sight in favour of the Netherlands India 
Commercial Bank at Siugapore, and implied- 
ly promised to indemnify the plaintiff from any 
loss or damage by reason of his so accepting 
he said bill of exchange. The plaintiff | 
accordingly accepted the said bill for 
the defendants’ accommodation. The defen- 
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dants «id not indemnify the plaintiff from 
loss or damage by reason of his so accepting the 
said bill and the plaintiff as acceptor of the bill 
was obliged to pay to the bank, the holders 
thereof, the amouat of the bill. The defendants 
have not nor have any of them paid to the 
plaintiff the said sum of $10,000 or any part 
thereof, and the same is oow due and owing 
by the defendants to the plaintiff together 
with interest from the 7th day of February, 
1907, the date of the maturity of the bill. 
The plaintiff therefore claima:— Payment 
by defendants to the plaintiff of the sum 
of $10,00! together with interest at the rate 
of eight per cent. per annum from the 
"th February until payment or judgment. 

The statement of defence read :— The 
defendants do not admit that the plaiotiff 
{trades as the Chin Foong Hoy Kae firm, at No. 
6), China Street, Singapore, and they deny tbat 
they at any time r. quested the plaintiff to accept 
any billof exchange for their accommodation. 
The defendants do not admit that the 
plaintiff accepted the bill of exchange sucd 
upon in this action, and deny that the 
gaid bill of exchange was accepted for their 
accommodation, or that the ssid bill of ex- 
change was an accommojation bill, and say 
that the said bill of exchange was drawo by 
the defendants, the Wing Cheong firm, 
on the Chin Foong Hoy Kee for value. 
The defendants drew the said bill of ex- 
change as sureties to the Natherlands India 
Commercial Bank for the due payment of the 
said bill of exohange by the said Chia Foong 
Hoy Kee, or by the defendants, the Wing 
Cheong firm, and Li Lai-nam, in the event of 
the said bill of exchange being dishonoured by 
the ssid Chia Foong Hoy Kee. 

Evidence was called, and the case adjourned. 


Wedoe day, February 26th. 


In ScmMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Berore His Honour Me. A. G. Wise 
(Putsne JUDGE). 


A CASE DIBMISSED. 

Tsang Iu-ting sued Tee Yeung-shi, as 
administrator of the estate of Tse Mai-loi to 
recover $450 said to ba due on a borrowing nota. 

Mr. Crowther Smith (of Messrs. Almada and 
Smitb) who appeared for the plaintiff, aged 
permission to add the name of another defendant 
to the wrif, 

The defendant's solicitor, Mr. P. Sydenham 
Dixon (of Mr. R. A. Harding's office). objected. 
Hla bad nothing ‘0 do with the new defendant. 

His Lordship—I cannot allow this applica- 
tion. You are importing another p?reon 
altogether, and that person may not have been 
served, 

Mr. Smith—He is connected with tha sime 
borrowing note. 

His Lordship—I cannot allow it; you mnet 
go on. 

Mr. Smith—I am not prepared to go oo. 

Mr. Dixon—Then the case mast be strack 


out. 

Mr. Smith—I would ask your Lordship for 
an adjournment 

Mr. Dixon- I obj-ct to that. 

His Lordship (to Mr. Smith;—Are yoo 
going on against this man ’ 

Mr. Smith—o, I am not prepared. 

His Lordship—The case is dismissed with 
costs, You mast take ont another writ. 

A QUESTION OF P-BTNERSHID. 

Action was brought by Cheng Ying-oheang 
against Laa Fak to recover $917 50) dae for 
money lent. Mr. G. E Morrell (of Mveses. 
Goldring, Barlow and Morrell) sppeared for 
the plaintiff, and Mr. b. J. Grist (of Messrs. 
Wilkinson and Grist) for the defendant. 

Plaintiff told the Court that he introdacad 
the defendant to the manager of the Dairy 
Farm Co., and asa resalt the defendant obtaiae | 
a contract to build so e cowsheds Plaintiff 
advavoed the defendant monies from time to 
time, acd was now claiming repayment. 

In ocross-examination plaintiff said ha was ant 
a partoer in the (ai Tseng shop. Lea Fak 
promised to give him $104 moath, aod “som: 
thing good" when the work wes finished. 

Was he giving you $10 a month for life, a 
sort of anaouity 2?—No, from the time the work 
was started until its completion. 
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You were to receive $10 a month and 
‘something good” at the end in cousideration 
of you lendiog him money? Was any amount 
agreed upon P—No. 

Didn't yoa finance this contract ?—No. 

Will you tell ma what money you had to 
find P—If he had not enough money he borrowed 
from me. 

Asa matter of fact the defendant was to 
receive $3 a month as wages, and you were 
to r.ceive $10 a month as wages during the 
carrying out of this contract ?—I don't know 
whether he had wages or not; it was his 
business. 

Mr. J. C. Walker, manager of the Dairy 
Farm, said the defendant was iatroduced to 
him by the plaintiff. 

Cross-examined—Witness had seen the de- 
fendant freqaently at the Dairy Farm, and had 
seen him luoking at the work. Plaintiff may 
havo taken an interest in the construction of 
the sheds. 

Defendant told the Coart the $10 a month 
received by plaintiff was for wages. l'hey 
undertook the work together, and both drew 
wages. Plaintiff was t. supply the capital, and 
defendant was to do the work. 

Jadgment was for the defendant. 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 


Berore His Honour Sir Francis Piagotr 
(CHIEF JUSTICE). 


THE LIABILITY OF COMPRAD )RES. 

The Chief Justice delivered bis reserved 
judgment in the action brought by Chan Kee 
against David Sassoon & Co. Ld. Mr. M. Ww. 
Slade, instracted by Mr. C. D. Wilkinson (of 
Mesacs. Wilkinson and Grist) appeared for the 
plaintiff, and Hon. Mr. H. & Pollock, K.C., 
instructed by Mr. H. W. Looker (of Mosars. 
Deacon, Looker snd Deacon) for the defendant. 

His Lordship said—I bave to deal in this case 
with a pecaliarly diffloalt form of words used 
in this contract, which is a Compradore’s 
Agreement, and whioh is composed of two 
facta, or rather constructed oat of two other 
documenta—the mortgage given to Messrs, 
tassoon by the compradore's secarily, aod an 
agreem.not between the same parties fur the 
paymant of $20,0U0 to complete the secarity. 
Tbe compradore is a party to both dooam nta, 
aud the terms and conditions of his en- 
gugement are to be derived from them. 
The question now to be decided aross oat 
of a special case ia aa action by the saraty foe 
an account of what is due, if saything, by the 
compradore to the firm, aud fur the re‘emp- 
tion of tbe mortgag~, the compradore having 
ceased to act in that capacity. And the pleia- 
tiff demands that certain inqairiea shoald be 
directed t) o-rtain special classes of dealings, 
which may or may uot have taken place, bat 
in respect of which, if they did take place, the 
plaintiff alteges that the compradore, aad con- 
sequently ba bimsel*, would oot be hable. ‘I'he 
question cime up ia Chambers, aod [ gave a 
decision on the qaestion of constraction of 
the words to which [ will presently allude. Bat 
there waa a stambliog blook in the way of 
further progress being mide with the question, 
because it seemed to me that there was nere in- 
volved a qaeation of insuraac: rather tuan of 
gasraotec, aucl [ therefore directed a re-arga- 
ment in Court, owing lo the very greet impoct 
anos of the qaestion ; this re-argameat uaturally 
oovered the whole groand, sad I hare oome 
af er a great deal of considorativa tos diffeceat 
opinion from that expreased ia the short judg- 
mentalready giren in Cosmbeca It ia provided 
that the compradore shall be lisble fur all d-d- 
cie cine ia the prica of goods sold or agreed to 
be so:d to Chinese “with or without the cooscat 
or knowledge cf the compradore.” The qaeation 
arises: Is he liable ia respect of contracts entered 
into ‘agnivet the expressed desire” of the com- 
pradore? The argument oa whioi { bised my 
decision ia Chambers was thia: The above sen- 
tance amplified is “with or without the con- 
sent or with or without the knowledgd ” of the 
compradore. The positive words ‘with’ are 
superflacus, aud are oaly introdaced lo ‘re. 
infuros the negatire word ‘ withoat,’ aad 
therefore the sentence may be read * withoat 
the consent or withcat the knowledge’ of the 
compradore, In other words, bis oconseat is 
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immaterial, and his knowledze is immaterial. 
‘Knowledge’ is thx wider term, and covers 
the narrower term ‘consent,’ knowledge bein 
immateria!, and consent being immaterial, 
‘express dissent” would amount to no more 
than a protest against the firm scting 
within the rights conferred by this large 
clanse, which virtually makes tha compradore 
guarantee the whole Chinese nation in their 
dealings with Messrs. Sassoon & Co. But 
the mere fact of having come to this 
decision made me hestitate. and feel grave 
doubt whether it was sound, whether it does 
not err againat the rules of construction which 
have been laid down with regard t» contracls 
There is a variety of principles on thia subject, 
of whioh the f llowing may have more or less 
application to {his contract. Words must be 
construed in their grammatical and ordinary 
sense: the construc(ion must not lend to an 
absurdity: they must. be presumed to have been 
used in their plain ordinary meaning: 
mercantile terms must be anderatood in 
their ordinary mercantile meaning Above 
all the intention of the parties must b: 
earried out: andif the parties are not ad idem, 
then other rules apply. Now on re-reading tha 
argument which ] adopted in Chambers I am 
satisfied thatit is a very forced and artificial 
construction of the words; it reveals, it is true, 
the latent meaning of the words, but I do not 
think there is any case which warrants the 
Ccurt in holding parties bound by a latent 
meaning in a contract if that wasclearly : of the 
intention of the parties, I was tempted to apply 
what may becalled the well-known meaning to 
the word ‘compradore,’ bat the meaning 
involves a statement of his rights and 
daties, and possible liabilities. And what 
these are is precisely the question I hays 
to decide. Beyond saying that it is com- 
mon knowledge that a compradore is a surety 
for Chinese customers I cannot go. for it may 
may be that be bas accepted liabilities which 
make him some'hiog more and turn him in fact 
into aninsurer. ‘he fact is that the real nature 
of these rights and liabilities has never, so far as 
I can ascertain, been delermined by the Court. 
As was said during the argument these agree- 
ments have b-en drawn up in different solicitors’ 
offices, each office probably having a form of 
its own; they have been gradually evolved, 
obviously becoming gradually more and more 
stringent the security covering a wider area, 
until the agreement which is before me now has 
been arrived at, which, as will appear from 
what I have already said, goes about as far ag 
itis possible to go. So much for the merchant's 
side of (he case: so far as the compradore’s side 
is concerned, it may be summed up in one 
sentence, be and his surety have accepted it, and 
unlesa I can see clearly that it was not the 
intention of tha parties when they made the 
contract, he wil! be bound by the grammatical 
construction I have just indicated, even though 
it cannot be said to ba a plain grammaticnl 
construction. The law imputesto a person an 
intention corresponding to the reasonable meau- 
ing of his words; but not an unreasonable 
meaning. Now is it possible that a surety can 
be said ever to have intended to be bound to 
guarantee, or that the other party to the contract 
ever intended so to bind him? This questicn 
must be considered independently of a priori 
arguments, of which there area certain numikr 
available on either side. The whole idsa of 
suretyship is based on consent. The del cred-re 
agency, whioh is the widest from of suretyship. 
involves consent also: and this negation of the 
right of refusal in any given casa was one of 
the grounds which induced mato think that 
perhaps this was really a contract of insurance. 
But even in contracts of iogurauce consent 
on the part of the insurer is obviously the 
basis of the contract, and therefore I thiuk 

tno such contract whether of suretysbip or 
iMsurance can cover a case of express dissent, 
unless it appears clearly, and not by any round- 
about argument, from the words used: that 
the argument I have referred to and up to now 
acospted is round about needs no demonstration. 
Therefore 1 am satisfied that this was not the 
intention of either party, aod an inquiry may 
be had as to whether any contracts were entered 
into contrary to the expressed dissent of the 


| whether tlers is any modification to be intro- | 
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entered into agreements altering the terms of | said 


that there is a consiractive consent on 


(he contracts; and whether this has bean done; the par. of thes unknowo dabtors to the 
with tha conssnt or acquiaseenc: of tha cim- j guarantee of tha compradore on their behalf ? 


pradore? At this point the qua<tion which [ | 
suggested in my minute again arises: Is the con- 

tract of tha compradore one of suretyship, or of 
ingurance ? and then, farther, is tha contract of ' 
the surety of (he compradore one of the surely- : 
ship or of insurauc:? This question is not dis- | 
pored of by the fact that in my cpinion the 
compradore has a power of dissent. For even , 
grantiog that, he may still on the plain mean- 
iog of the words have made himself au iusarer. | 


Tha qiestion go fer ag it concerns thie ; 
pla 'ntiff may be disposed of at onca. It 
is probable on the faca of it that the 
guarantee of the compradore would hava im- , 


ported into it the same quality as the con- | 
tract entered into by the compradore himsalf. 
That ig to say; if that is an inxurance, then 
the plaintiff has guiranteed the performance 
of acontract of insurance: and if it is a contract 


Bat I cannot see anything which would mike it 
per se acontract of insuranc.. Stress was liid 


- consent on his part. 


i 

‘ 

| 

; | 

of suretyship, then he has guaranteed won| 


vn the usa of the word “all logses:"" but a 
surety may guarantee all Insges occasioned br, 
or arising ont of the business in reap ct of 
which the compradore has undertaken liability, 


i 
| agreement as we shall get from the ciroum- 


whatever that liability may be, Tha impo. tsut 
qustion is whether a contract to incur 
liability in respact of losses ipeanrred in | 
trade by the firm with Chineso—“ with or 
without tha ocoosent or knowl dge of the 
compradore""—is a contrast of suretyship. 
This can be solved by ioquiring: Woaelber a 


guarantee can extend to a parson unkuown 
And whether it can exten! to an 
pamber of person also unknown ? 
answer to thes: questions can, I thiok, be 
satisfactorily obtained by proprundiog the 
following question : 
the compradore to exercise the rights «f a 
surely against the debtors (the Chiuese 
merchints) and against the creditor (the 
defendant company, his principals)? If he 
could, he is a surely, and there is no 
reason for attributing {o this contract a 
meaning which is not the commouly acc -p'ed 
one: if hea could not, he ix an insurer, 
an! bas, therefore, not got the rights of a 
surety, on which, speakiog generally, these 
inquiries depend, and therefore, would nat ba 
entitled to the inquiries. The argum nts 
covered a wide range, ay is natural when wa 
have {o deal with an entirely new relationship 
which the parties, aided by very acute leval 
minds, have created, Bat I think the answer 
lies ina fairly narrow compass. ‘The general 
principal is that this mast b+ a contractual 
relationship belween tha person guaranteed 
and his surety, in order to enable the 
surety to exercise hig rights against the 
poraon guaranteed, dealt with by De Colyar 
(p. 304), and he says that ‘the reason why the 
principal debtor is not chargeabls to the suraty, 
nuless the engagement to the latter was made 
with the former's consent, actual or construc’ ive, 
is because the Hoglish law does not allow a 
person to make hims«lf thacreditor of another 
by volunteering to discharga his obligation.” 
“The authorities bear out this preposition ; 
tha only one [ need refer to is Walter v. 
James (L. R. 6 #x. 124), Thera 
laid down this proposition as c'aar 
“that whero one makes a payment 
the name and on bahalf of another without 
authority, it is cumpetent fer the debtor 
to ratify (he paymeat"—which shows 
ratification ig ueceasary to ex‘ablish the legal 
claim bindiog ono all ;arties, aud if ratifiestion 
is necesssry to establish the link bitween the 


law: 
in 


debtur and the volunteer it ix obvioas that 
without ratification there is no contract 
batween them. od if thera is no 
contract between them, th-re caanot ba 


a relationship of principsl and surety, becausn a 
surcty ceases to be a surely if be cannot sue the 
principal debtor. We have now get to a pro- 


positon of law which is applicable to the ! 


relaticnsbip established by this com pradore - 
agreement io respect of the unknown prin- 
cipals fur whose defaults it professes to make the , 
comprador- liable; and the next questiou |: 


} 
‘ 
I 
1 
that ! 
( 
i 
i 
' 


: counters 
indefinite 1 
And the | 


Would it be poxsible for | 


the Coart : 


compradore. The next inquiry asked for is, | duced into its application, owing to the cir- 
whether the defendants have released any of the | cumstances arising ont of the relationship of all j 
contractors from their engagement, or have these parties. The question now is: Can it be 


It seams to me that Alexander v. Vane ([. M, 
and W. 511) which is qaoted by De Colyar in 


; support of his proposition bardly warrants it, 


for thera the engagement to pay on his behalf 
waa mado in the presence of the debtor, and it 
was a question more of tacit than constructive 
The case whioh ia nearest 
to-the present facts is Exp. Bishop, re Fox, 


. Walker and (‘>., which is cited by De Colyar, 


aod which when examived carries ug a great 
way forward. An accommodation bill was 
drawn and accepted for the purpose of rais- 


: ing money for the drawer and acceptur, and the 


drawee discounted it with bill brokers ia the 
city of Londoo, The bill brokers then dis- 
counted the bill with their bankers, It was 
proved thal according toa well established usage 
it ig the common and invariable practice of bill 
brokers io the city of London not to go throagh 
tha form of putting their vames upon every 
bill which they re-discouot with their bankers 
but to give in-tead of a general indamauity 


[ or guarantee to their bankers by which they 


nudertake to be 
upon each bill 


liable 
which 


to 
they 


the bankers 
re - discount 


j with them just as if they had endorsed that bill. 
i Kxoapt for the fact that in this case the bill 
| brokers could choose the persons from whom 


they made themselves liable, whereas the com- 
pradore cannot, this is as neir a compradore 


atanc-s of business in the West. ‘The bill being 
dishonoured a payment was made by the dis- 
to the Bank, and the question arose 
wether they could prove for this amountin the 
bankruptcy of the aoceptor, ‘The dootrine I 
have just been considering was relied on by the 
trustee in the baukruptey and it was rgued on 
his beba'f that there bad been no ratification of 
these payments by the acceptor. But the Court 
of Appeal held that there was a relationship of 
principal and surety set up by the ciroamstances 
of the case. for, said Jamey, L.J., “it must 
have been perfectly well known to both drawers 
and acceptors that Handerson and Company 
were c rryiog on an enormous business as bill- 
d scounters, and that they could discount the 
bills only by procuring advances from their 
bankers, i.e, that they would re-discoant 
the bills.” Atter referring fo the custom of 
(he city in the words [ have already 
quoted, the L. J. said:—" ‘This fact must have 
beau well know and understood by the gentle. 
mao who maoufactured these bills’ From the 
poiot of view of the anknowao Chinese castomers 
whose debts are goaranteed by the oc mpradore 
the facts areon all’ fours wilb this case ; [ mast 
aszume somethiug with regard to the business 
of acumpradore; and [ am not stretching my 
imigioation too far when I incorporate into 
this ca-e (he one fact that the Chinaman in this 
Colony knows that bis deb(s to Earopean firma 
are guarantacd by the compsaadore, I need go no 
furthen than this, and I should not be 
justified in so dowg; the terma cf his 
liability are not koowo, but that does not 
concero the (‘ninese custom-r; he knows the 
one fact only, that he is guarauteed, and that 
he cculd not do business without the inter- 
vention «f the compradore. Therefore, so far 
as he is concerned, io spite of the fact that the 
compradore may not koow him, or kaovw of the 
business which he bas entered into, the relation. 
sbip of principil and sarety is set ap. Can it 
be that the compradores ignorance of the 
Chinese trader's existence will preveot the 
relationship arising’ For that is the only 


(-point which miy differentiate this case from 


the one just cited. I[ think not. For the 
real test whether there is a suretyship 
or uot is whether there is a vincu- 


lum joris sot up b-tweea the compradore and 
the Chinese castomer. Avdif it is set up by 
one ret of facts it can hardly be destroyed by 
the introduction of another fact, which leaves 
the former facts unaltered. And if it were 
necessary to find a reason for this view I 
should be prepared (o hold that the provision of 
the agreement that the compradore can recover 
his commission from the Chinese customer, 
imp ses a duty on the firm to uaint the 
cumpradore immediately « bargaio is entered 
iuto. I am therefore o 
does create a contract of sarvtyship only, and 
that the plaintiff, the surety of the compradore, 


opinion that this deed 


- 
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is | :ntitled to this second inquiry. It follows 
from what I have said that in xpite of the 
very wide words in which the listilily 
clanse is drawn tha contract must be inter- 
preted as a contract of suretyahip would natur- 
ally be constructed; that is, that thecompr-d-re 
stands surety to Messrs Sassoon for their Chi- 
nege customers: they cannot be help to grar- 
antee to Messrs. Sassoon against (hemselver, 
aud therefore any losses which have been 
occasioned by Messrs. Sagscon’s own action is 
not covared by the agreement:—I think that 
the words 


that the sentence “whether such losses, dam. 
ages, costr, charges or « xpensaa shall be incurred 
or sustained by reason of the breach of such 
contract, agreement, transaction or busine: or 
otherwise howsoever’ can only refer to losses 
nocasioned by the acts or defaults of the 
Chinege customers. Ifa lose were occassioned 
by a breach of contract by Messrs. 
themselver, lhey would not I suppose contend 
that the compradore was liable. I think 
I can deal with this head, and the “ Further 
Enquiries" {ogether. I think they really 
all fall umder this ruling and I suggest 
thatthe better form of the enquiry woud e 
on these lines—as {o any acis committed by 
the defendants which have occasioned the loss 
in respect of which it is songht fo impose 
liability on the defendant. The exact form 
can be settled by the rolictoigs in Chambers 
There remaing the third head, the deficiency in 
price of goods sold &c, I do uot know what the 
word ‘deficiency " mean, It seems to me that 
this question es well ag the consequen! questions 
which depend on it are matters which a com- 
mercial man is far b-tter able to decide than I 
am. 1 think the parties ought. {o agiee to take 
the opinion of some gen{leman in the commercial 
world. If thay do not this part of case murt be 
much more fully stated than it is to enable me 
to arrive at a conclusion. 


In BANKRUPTCY. 


SCHEME OF ARRANGEME!T Al PROYRD, 

His Lordship delivtred his decision in re - an 
Wa-shar. Mr. DP. W. Goldriug (of Messrs. 
Goldring, Barlow and Morrell) represented the 
debtor, and Messrs. IT. W. Looker (of Messrs. 
T‘eacon, Looker and Deacon), #. J. Grist (of 
Messrs. Wilkinson and Grist) and C, F. Dixon 
(of Messrs, Hastings aud Hastings), the 
creditors. 

lis Lordship raid —In this caso I am asked 
to approve a scheme of arrangement by which 
the debtor proposes, or it is proposed on the 
debtor's behalf, to pay ac: mposition of 74 per 
cent on all p-ovable debts within a month aft-r 


secured by the personal bond of some person ta 
be approved by the creditors. It is understood 
that this muxt maan, or ba in fact, by all the 
oreditors. The scheme bas the approval of the 
requisite majority of three-fourths in value of 
all the creditors who have proved, and it is 
supported by the Official Receiver in his 
report. It is vehemeatly opposed by tl: 
remaining creditors, One cf the prexies 
—that of Talati and Co.,-themselvrs bank- 
rupt in Bombay—has been chal enged. ard 
the challenge if sustained would bring the 
amount of the sssenting creditors belaw the 
necessary three-fourths, It seems that Talati’s 
proof was dated 11th January, 1907, and that 
the firm was made bankrupt on 24th April, and 
that the firm itself sent a proxy to the debtor's 
solicitor on 23rd November, which clearly was 
an invalid proxy as it should have bean 


given by Talati's assignee, and not by 
Talati and Co. themselves. {[t was, however, 
confirmed by the assignee, and I must 
apply the doctrine of ratification to this, 


and hold the proof to be validly made. This 
point woald be too highly technical to warrant 
my refusing to confirm the scheme merely on 
this ground, but it seems to me to bea great 
pity that there should have been any laxity ia 
India io a matter of such importance The 
next point arises in virtas of a definite ap plica- 
tion that the debtor ba adjudicated bankrupt: 
section 19 (1) of the Ordinance provides that 
if a composition or scheme is not accep ed 


or approved within fourteen days after 
the conclusion of the debtor's examination 
or such further time as the Cvurt 


‘or otherwise however must be - 
interpreted by the ejudem generis rule, and | 


Saxsoon 


} may allow, the Court — shall 
the debtor bankrupt. Rea 
1 Q.B. 73) decides that this word “ sball” 

{is not compulsory in so far az regards those 

equitable grounds upon which the Court has 

often refosed tho order, but that so far as 

rcgracds the actual provisions of the section it ix 

compulsory. But I think that the clear meaning 

of this section is that it contemplated the 
application for adjudication being mda before 

{he acc ptance of a scheme, and in that case the 

_ fourteen days provision ig absolute; but that if 

a esheme has in fact been accepted thecreditar is 

debirred from availiog hime:If of this p ovexion, 

But the who'e conlraveray turrg on x-ction |X 

(5) which indicates the grounds on which the 


the scheme, One of there ground ix “if the 
| Court is dissatisfied with the conda-t of the 
deblor “. The later Faglish Act of 15%! has 


‘in gection 3 (x) and (%) a somewhat different 
provision :—‘ha Conrt shall refuse te approve 
the proposal in avy casa where the debtor's 
concact is anch that the Court would be obliged 
{o refuse his discharge, bad he b en adjalged 
bankrupt, or where the Court woull be 
required cither to refog:, impend o- atfach 
conditions to discharge it shall refava ite 
approval unless o composition of 74 in the € 
is forthcoming. It is uecesrary ta ontice this 
difference in the two provisiona as some 


England the refasal is definitely regulated ; in 
the local Ordinance it is discretionary. It is 
clear, however, that the conduct cf the deblor 
referred (o in our ordinance means such couduet 
in relation {o his basinesa ag the © uct exa cis- 
| ing its powers noder the act, would bare to take 
notice of in xoma way, as by ordering 
a prosecation or refasing cr suxpending, or at- 
faching condilions (o his discharge under 
gectinn 27 ‘The conduct of this d-btor reli-d 
on by the opposing creditors is conduct which, 
as allaged, falls within section 27 in regard ta 
which the dixcbarge may be refused ar suxjend- 
ed: rash and hazardous speculations, which 
| include of courge contracting debts witheut a 
reasonabd]4 expectation «f beitg able ta pay them, 
| or continuing to trade after keawing Limulf to 
j ba insolvent. This, then, is the qnastion I~hava 
to decide. It is not a legal one at all in this 
case, but a purely commercial one, and I must 
do the best I can with what seems to 


me rather a difficult problem. There ara 


English decisions have been refered ta, In: 


Court may, in ifs diseretion, refuse to approve | 
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adjadge | make any remarks o71 a subject with which I 
Pinfold (182, | am not couversvnt [ am beund by the Ordin- 


ance to form an opinion on the facts, and in a 
binkraptey of this importanos it ia essential 
that { should attempt to give an intelli. 
gent, and [ hope intelligibla, reason for 
the conclusion [ have coma to, I think I 
am right in saying that this sort of middle- 
min is assential to tha interostional com- 
merce which goes on in this Colony, and that 
this is a fact reengnised by all parties, Rut 
then this follows:—That a middleman mast 
have a larger command ef the commodity ia 


‘ which he deals than an ordinary morchant; that 


hi« commercial condact cannot ba jadged, and it 
has to be jadged before the bankruptey court 
hy the s‘andards by which the condact of a mer- 


- chant io the same line would ha jute. The 


| however, a few authorities which show the! 
Bat by the end of 198 averything bad been loat 


| tendency cf Fnglish jadges in considering this 
| question, which I must first refer to. (In re 
E.A.B., 12, 1 KB. at page 405), Vaughan 
Williams L.J. expressly alladed to the ald deci- 
| g:oog, «nd ba laid down this important principle - 


| justify the Court in refusing to sanction a 
scheme. 
as would make it against public policy to aanc- 

| tion the scheme, i.e., the misconduct must have 

been of a grore charactar. 
misconduct suggested here’. Lu substance, it 


and bazardcus leading to his 
ingoltency; but to ssy that that is a ground 
upon which tho Court sheuld refus: to sanc- 
tion the scheme would be, io + ffec', to sav that 
in cases where that is reported to tha Official 
Rec-iver there can be no schema 
learned L.. J. 


speculations 


addy, “there might be a casa 
where the rash and bezardous speculaticos bad 
been ko continued or of sach a character as to 


a confirmed gamb’‘er 


sheuld get a scheme sanctioned at all" Tara 
are remarks in re Beer (88 [, ‘I’, £5) in much 
the same senae. It is clear that these opinions 
are applicable to the discretion of the Court 
under the local Ordinance, and it was 
strongly contended that thix wae a case 
which falls within the las’  d-ecription 
of rash and hazardous speculation whith 


ought to indaca the Court to refuse the sanction 
of the schema. The eraminatioa of the deblor 
revealed tha following facts. that in January 
103 he c mmanced business with a otpital of 
$11,000, or perbaps $000, thie does nut tery 
ciesrly appear. 
strictly so called, hut a middl-man, the distri- 
buting ceatre between the European importers 
and the Chioese large and smal! buyers throagh- 
out the country I think this is material, 
because although I am most anxious oot to 


| 
mig be described as 


'* There is no rule that any miscundact will ' 


the approval of the scheme, the payment to be | ‘take delivery of three million 


Che misconduct must have been such | 


Now what is the’ 


is only that the debtor has been guilty of raah ‘ 


“ Bat," the: 


‘yero market was in a 


make it sgainst public policy that a man who ; that 


chief q iestion is, of course, that of capital. The 
apparent lack of proportion b:tween a man’s 
capital and his undertaking which the 
bankruptcy court might think uareasonable 
in (he caso of amerchant. might possibly 
be qnite reasonable in the case of a 
midilemav, and I think there is aa 
inevitable corollary to thic—that the firms who 
deal with the middleman mnat ba taken to know 
this. ‘Cha question which [ have therefore to 
decide in the presant case is whether thia 
debtors dealing« were, by tha light of thesa 
facts, unreasonable; has he acted rashly sad 
bazsrdously as a middleman. aod not as a mor- 
chaat. I have thea to decide this qaeation, 
really on behalf of the commercial community 
rather than aga question of fact or law, without 
the naual assistance of expert evidence on the 
aabj-ct which I should have io an ordinary 
orse ; [ must do a9 by auch light as [ oan glean, 
and the materials before me are not very pro- 
mising, for whila sone of the creditors firms 
of standing in the Colony are willing to 
accept the very smill composition of 7} 
per oent, others, also of standing, protest, 
becansa I presome they consider the debtor's 
conduct to hava bean so bad commercially 
speaking, thatthay are willing to rao the 
risk of getting at the moat 14 per cant—as I am 
to assume from the Official Raceiver's report 
will he the fact—to incur a loss themselves and 
to impose a loss on othara, in ordar to expose 
and panish hia conduct, Now, [ find that ap 
to 1k15 the profita were $27,(4K) and the orpital 
increared to 866,000, The debtor doas not seem 
to bave kapt very regular accounts, but I gather 
that all the material facts have been ascertained. 


except lo 1995-06 tha debtor had 
contracta for yarn amounting to elaven million 
dollars, of which be had failed to taku deliver 

of four million, and had failed to re-sell 
{wo million. On Lith Augast, 19 6, he had to 
of whioh two 
million was not re-sold, and oo the [7th August 
he then orlered five million of which two 
million were not re-sold ; his anoovered obliga- 
tiens amounted therefore to 74 millions, I 
confess that thesa figares rather stagger the 
nocommercisl miné. Tha debtor says in 
explanation that his customers hid given him 
directions to bay, and had arged him to bay, 
becansa they said a great quantity of yarn 
would be wanted, and that they failed to come 
forward and buy, the ciase of it all being the 
rise in exchange and a conseqnant fall ia the 
prices of yarn. Vhe fact is however that tha 
precarious condition 
to th» abnormal rise in silver, and 
the forrign importers themeelves 
closed the market for three months in order to 
redace the st cks on hanl. [tall seams to the 


S770), 


owing 


_uncommercial miod very rash and very heser- 
''dous, bat it sso rash and so basvrdous that [ 


am j‘1*'ified in setting aside the wishes of the 
majority of the creditors who hava tha legal 
rizht to bind the others to accspt the proposed 
scheme of arrisgamenot. [ have ant to Inqaire 
in(o or expreas ag opinion on tha opposiag 
creditors action, for it is not directly before me. 


- fat indirectly it ie, and I csonot refrsia from 


Ho was not a yirn merchant, ° 


naying that come of this dealing was dealing with 
themselves, at a lime whoa thiogs ware so shaky 
that they themselves had to joia in taking violeat 
meisares ty check a farther fall in prion, And 


‘[ mast assimo that they had, or if not, o-ald 
' bare obtained some idea of, tha debtor's position. 
Obvioasly, [ do not asy that they wece them. 


selves acting rashly or hasaricasly. Bat what 
{ cannot belp thinkiag from sach experieace as 
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I have gained in the Conrt that the oompradore | Mr. Goldring—It is notice of suspension of view of the act necessary ta canrw ib out ox gained in the Conrt that the compradore 
system is responsible for a great deal of what 
goes on in commerce in the Colony. I am well 
aware that the compradore’s security does often 
cover only a amall proportion of the liabilities 
which heincurr, ! know too that the compradore 
system ir, acd is likely to be for many years, 
essential io oarrying on trade with the 
Chinese, But I am bound to say that T do 
think tho existence of that system leads to a 
feeling of false security, and that the inevitable 
result offered isthatsometimos a course of dealing 
is entered into with Chinere which would not be 
epvtered into in like ciroumstanc-s with Euro- 
pesos, There is only oue other matter I must 
refer to, and that is the part which the abnormal 
fluctuations in exchange !ave piryed in this 
matter. I of course cannot go to the extent of 
saying that a rash and hazardous course of 
commercial conduct becomes the Opposite when 
exchange has precipitated the orisis. Nor can 
I say that dealings not othorwise rash and 
hazardous become eo when exchange brings 
them to grief. I am doubtfai even if I can say 
that ‘he rash and hazardous dealings becoms 
more so in like circumstances. It seems to me 
rather justifying op condemning the act by the 
result, { suppose commerce has to go on 
subject to these violent and disturbing 
fluctuations of the silver market, and on the 
whole I am disposed to say that the question of 
exchange can only be left out of consideration 
in a question like the present. So that the 
qaestion before me is what view am I to take 
of the debtor's conduct in the following 
ciroumstances:— After a period of prosperity. 
he finds himself practically at the end of his 
resources, ‘Tha merket is in a very shaky cop- 
dition, but he has orders from the country some 
of which are exeouted and some not; he goes on 
with his (rade, in which however, the element 
of speculation is never absent, and gives even 
larger orders than bsfore, {eis runniog a race 
with exchange and is beaten. But he finds the 
European firms, who know the fluctuations of 
exchange and their effect on the yaro market, 
will still give him oredit. If I had to jadge 
him by his conduct, and mete out the punish- 
ment of the bankruptcy law, I should suspend 
his discharge: but I have, as clearly appears 
from the Official Receiver's report, to mete out 
the pea en to others, by depriving them 
of what they find they can save from the wreck ; 
and as there is no compulsion in (he matter, i 
think in the circumstancer, that I should not 
be justified in duing this. Stated in this way 
the somewhat anomalous powers vf the 
Court are explained. I om not dealing 
with the debtor, but with bis oreditors, 
and therefore it is that the cass em- 
phasise the justification—the speculations must 
be of stich a nalure as to make it against public 
policy to approve the scheme. Ia going counter 
to the wishes of the legal majority I can only 
do so on grounds of public policy. It was very 
ably and forcibly argued (hat this man's 
speculations were against public policy, Ths 
considerations which induce me not to acocspt 
this argument sufficiently appear from what I 
have already side. I therefore, but with 
hositatiou which this judgment giv.s expression 
to, approve the scheme. 
CREDITOR'S PKTITION, 

Te the Yuen On firm, Mr. P. W. Goldring 
(of Messrs. Goldring, Barlow and Morrel!) 
applied for 4 receiviag order on behalf of the 
debtor ; Mr. C. F. Dixon (of Messrs. Lastings 
and Hastings) appeared o1 behalf of three 
partners to oppose the application; Mr. 
Crowther Smith (of Messrs. Almada and 
Smith) appeared for the managing partoer of 
the firm, while Mr. H. W. Looker (of Messrs. 
Deacon, Looker and Deacon), and Mr. E. J. 
Grist (of Messrs. Wilkinson and Grist) 
represented other creditors. 

Mr. Goldring—The position is somewhat 
complicated, my Lord, because notice of 
opposition has been filed by Mr. Dixon. 

His Lordship— What do you want ? 

Mr. Goldring ~I want a receiving order, and 
T understand Mr. Dix.v, who app-ars for «1me 
of the partners, «pposes it. 

Mr. Dison—1 appear for three of the 
partners of the firm tu oppose the application. 

Mr. Smith—I represent the maoaginog part- 
ner and agree fo the application. 

His Lordship—1 have not seen the act of 
bankruptoy yet. 


a 
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Mr. Goldring—It is notice of suspension of 

payment, (Mr. Goldring here read the notice). 
is Lordship — hat is not a notice of 
suspension. 

Mfr, Goldring quoted “we have no money to 
pay. your debt or other debts,” 

His Lordship—I would like yon to give me, 
an authority. I have refused several applications | 
like this. 

Mr. Goldring—In previous oases I have 
known a letter similar to that to be sufficient. 
It seems to me the firm could not pay, and stated 
that fact olearly in the letter. Will your 
Lordship grant me a week's adjournment. 

Mr. Dixoo—I must oppose that, and ask your 
Lordship to dismiss the pplication with cost, 
against the petitioning creditor. 

Mr. Goldring—There are other grounds for 
the application. Execution has been issued 
against the firm in three actions, and their 
goods have been seized. 

His Lordship—All acts of bankraptey ought 
to be stated. 

Mr. Dixon—I submit your Lordship cannot 
deal with an act of bankruptcy which is not 
alleged. 

The hearing was adjourned to evable Mr. 
Goldring to file further affidavits as to the act 
of bankruptoy. 


Tuesday, February 25th. 


In APPHLLATE JURISDICTION. 


Berore THe FULL Court. 


THE SWATOW REFORMER LIBERATED, 

In the matter of In Kai-shing, and in the 
matter of the Chinese Extradition Ordinance 
No. 7 of 1889 Ino this matter Sir Henry 
Berkeley, K.C., instructed by Mr. Otto Kong 
Sing, appeared for the appellant, and the 
Attorney-General, Hon. Mr, W. Rees Davies, 
instructed by Mr. F. B. L. Bowley, Crowa 
Solicitor, for the Crown. Their Lordships 
delivered reserved judgman(s in this matter. 

The Chief Justice said: The question of 
this man’s extradition comes befare usin two 
ways: as an appeal from Mr. Justice Wise's 
decision discharging the writ) af Aeahere 
corpus which had been obtained, and alse on 
an original motion fora derheere carpe to the 
Full Court. 

A preliminary point was taken liye the 
learned Attorney General that no appeal lies 
because this iso a criminal matter But 
Section 23 of Ordinance 3 af 1873 alluws 
appeal in all cases ather than criminal trials. 
Tonk, therefore, that an appeal dies. And 
there heing a ipareutly some advantage an 
connection W ‘tl the adinissian of evidence hy 
making an original motion alse, [suppose 
there is nothing to prevent that being made, 
as according ta the decision in) Bell Cax’< 
case, & nan MAY go toa every Court for a 
Athens corpus, though nat, as seems originally 
ta have eet thought, to every Judge. 1 
inaintain the view that | expressed in the 
case of the seven witnesses committed far 
perjucy, that this double procedure is ret 
necessary, and therefore unnecessary, as it 
certainly increases — the of such 
applications which ought ta he as. little 
costly ag possible, and I foel certain that auy 
benetit whieh one procedure may give would 
certainly not be dented on the other. 

As ix almost inevitable when a iman 
struggling for his liberty, and therefor: in all 
extradition cases, a great number of perts 
technical and otherwise were taken, and 
although we are beth strongly of pinion 
that the procedure in’ this case has been 
defective, and has not been cured, [ shall 
endeavour to deal fully with all the points 
raised, so that as far as ix passihle these 

vnts may be considers as settled for the 
Futuce {t is of great importance that 
extradition proceedings should be conducted 
with the utmost regularity, not only in the 


casts 


I< 


interests af the fugitive criminal, but alsa of 
the Foreign State which is demanding hie 
rendition. 

The first point argued was that the 
Onlinance, No 7 of 1889, is ltr rere, 
because it is extra-terntemal, in that. it 


sanctions the deportation af pecwons from 
the Colony. There can be no doubt that 
whether it be regarded frum the pvint of 


Sea a ae ee RECON te 


view of the act necessary to carry it out, or 
merely from that of its consequences, an 
order Gororting & perein from the Colony is 
extra-territori is equally clear thata 
Colonial Legislature has no power to legislate 
extra-territorially; and as a concrete 
illustration of principle, it may be said 
generally that a Colomal Legislature cannot 
make any of the arrangements necessary ta 
learry out the extradition of fugitive criminals, 
[ without the express authority of Parliament, 
But in the present case the proposition 
cannot be applied without further inquiry 
into the subordinate factors which have led 
to this Ordinance being pase: 

The steps that have heen taken in the 
matter of extradition of Chinese subjects 
from Hongkong to China, are as follows :— 
(1) the Sovereign has entered into the Treaty 
of Tientsin, by Art. 2l of which this extra- 
dition ix guaranteed. The making of a 
Treaty is within the prerogative, and there 
ix ne limit to the power: but although it 
does not require the sanction of Parliament, 
if in order to its executive acts within the 
realm are necessary and Parliament does not 
make necessary provision, the Treaty obli 
ations cannot be fulfilled. Therefore in this 
case some legixlative action was necessary,and 
the question is whether this must be action 
on the part of the Imperial Parliament, or 
whether the Colonial Legislature can do 
what is necessary. There is no doubt that, 
speaking yenorally, when it is found neces- 
sary to authorise eXxtra-territerial action on 
the part of the Colonial Executive, or to 
introduce same Re Rea ya provision 
into the law of the Calony, it uust he done 
by, or with the permission of, the Imperial 
Parliawent tebe’ r, Attorney-General of 
New South Wales). Further, it is also settled 
as a general principle that the fact that the 
King bas approved, or has not exercised his 
powers of disallowance, in respect: of any 
Ordinance will not give validity to any 


extra territarial provisions which it) may 
contadit. [Tt is alsa settled law that a 
Calanial Court can cdeclare a Colonial 
Ordinance ta be wire mires. But although 
this argument seems to fit: this case toa 


nicety, there ts another question to bea conat- 
dered another prerogative right: tinvelved. 


In purely Crown colonies, those acquired hy 
CON duest or CESNION, the King hunself lias a 
Prerogatiye right of legislation : inthis way 


they differ essentially from settled colanies, 
the Navereign’s rights therein being created by 
Actof Parliament and now regulated generally 


hy the British Settlements Act, [887 Hlong- 
kong is acceded colany. | Naw _ treating as we, 
ef course, must da, the non exercise of pawers 
of disulawanee, whether expressly or other: 
wise. as the sameas anact aes apprat al, thists 
an aet oof the King 2 and, therefore, unless 
there is any other question involved, this- 
Ordinance, which has not been disallowed, is 


hy virtue ofthese twa prerogatives entree vires, 

In answer ta this it was said that the King 
can oonly exercise his prerogative rights 
through hie Privy Council, and therefore 
that his approval or non disallowance have 
heen by Order in Couneil This would not 
he sin a settled coluny, even in face of tha 
British Settlements Act, because in) them 
there isan exprass devolution of the Parlia- 
Inentary power to the Colanial kegialatare 
hy Parliament itself, and the powers nf 
Parliament extend throughout the King’s 
donuntons. And therefore as the King has a 
ireragative right te vete aun the case of 
Dacliantenite he clearty has it al-eotn the casa 
ofa Parhament with delegated powers But 
in Parhament of tus own creation, in’ the 
Crown colonies, iti ts net in the exercise of 
any prerogative right of vete. but in the 
exercise af his prerogative mght of legislation 
that he assent< or does not dissent from 
legislation 

Again it was said that hy the words of the 


Colonial Charter, the Letters Patent 
originally oof P43) and now oof [ast the 
Sovereign tacerpressly Limited hic rghte of 
legislation, because he has wel that he 


reserves to himself the right te legislate by 
Onder in Council on such matter ac he has 
ut owithin the power of the Colonul 
euislature ta deal with. Thie may be ow. 


But the charter expressly limits the power of 
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the Colonial Legislature to deal with matters 
affecting the peace, order and good govern- 
ment of the Calony: therefore if this provision 
has the effect contended for, ib must clearly 
he limited to those things which the Colonial 
Legislature has power to deal with. But cr 
Aypothest. this matter of extradition does not 
fall within the grant in the charter ; Uere- 
fore it cannot be affected by this limitation. 
This much must be added on this paint. The 
limited power of a Colonial Legislature, the 
absence of any power on its part to pass 
extra-territorial fegiiakont depends entirely 
on the express limitation of its powers, and 
on nothing else. Parliament has, but I think 
within certain well-defined limits, a power af 


_extra-territorial logislation even in respect of 
“foreigners abroad. 


So CL take it must the 
King also have within his own domain of 
legislation ; and this power he has not ceded 
to his Crown Colony legislatures. With 
regard Ww what the limits of extra-territarial 
legislation are, it is no doubt a matter of 
rreat uncertainty ; but this ne one could 
lanwe-that legislation passed in order ta 
carry out the King's awn obligations cntered 
into by him with a Foreign State falls weil 
within them. On all grounds, and looking 
at the question from every point of view, 
therefore, To ain of opinion tint this Ordin- 
ance is (xtra vires, 

Lhave gone thus claborately inte the ques. 
tio which was argued with much learning, 
because it is recandite, and it is well that 
matters of such high importance should, if 
possible, be put on their true basis. Since 
writing this part of my judgment my atten: 
tion has been called toa recent decision of 
the Privy Counsil in the case of ACtorney- 
General of Canada v. Cain, in which an 
almost, if not this identical point was 
decided. The argument [have used arrives 
by a somewhat different route at the sane 
result as their Lordships : but after reading 
that judgment Edo not think it necessary te 
alt@ my reasoning. Tt cavers the case of 
Canada, for that comes within the definition 
of a ceded colony. ‘The only point about 
which there may still doe requir for argn- 
ment is how far the asseutof the Crowiin 
a settled colany would inake c¥tra-territorial 
Jegislation intra veres. 

I pass now to a imatter of great import: 
anee. By Section 4 (3) of the Ordinance -Na, 
7 of 1ARGO—1L Is provided that a fugitive 
criminal shall mot ui any case be surrendered 
unless oan engagement is) given by the 
Chinese. government that he shall net he 
detained or tried in Chink for any offence 
committed hefare lis surrender other than 
the extradition crime on which the surrender 


is demanded, until he has been restored arf 
had an opportunity of returning to the j 


British donunious. 
It is said that this seetion has not heen 


complied with in this case, if it Tits not, | 


the section is abvicusly applicable 2 fer 
whether the offence for which fa Kai Shing 
says he will be punished when he gets to 
China be a political affencee or not, le says 
it is an aie ee which is aot the armed 
robbery for which his extraditien — is 
demanded. ‘The importance of the question 
lies in this: that it is the sifeguard pre- 
vided by the law that in fulfilling the Treaty 
obligation of extradition the right of asy lune 
shall not be viclated. Tt is therefore ot the 
utmost consequence that the provisian of the 
section should be rigidly complied with. 
The argument based on this scetion ix two 
fold. First, it is said that the engagement 
must be that of the Chinese Government, aud 
not of any subordinate authority, such as the 
Viceroy of the two Kwang: secondly, (hat this 
engagement must he given at the time af the 
requisition, orat least, (hat if it has net been 


iven at the tyne the hahecs carpus is applied 
fo it isa fg for making the rule for 
the writ absaltte. i 

As to the first point, Tamiclearly of opinion 
that the worl “ Choavernimient "menus what it 
says; that #, Government, and nota suberdin 
ate authority. The words “ Chitese authori- 
ties” are used in the Ordinance with respect to 
the requisition; but when it comes te this very 
important provision, which is in favour of 
liberty, unless the Ordinance is carclessly 
drafted, which I do not assume, the matter is 
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not left to the “authorities,” but the engage- 
nent is required, and [am bound ta say pro- 
perly required, from the Government itself — 
that is the Government at Peking. [said in 
Wong Ka Cheong’s case, and [ still think, that 
there seems to he a datitude given to the Exe- 
cutive of the Colony ta accept a general cn: 
gagement if itse chooses; but it has not done 
so. As ta whether the delay invealved in get- 
ting an engagement from Peking ineach case 
would be tog circuitous, that is nat) for the 
Court ta consider: theugh T iay remark that 
as extradition is so aften followed by decapita- 
tion the opposite of circuity might without im- 
wapriety be called “undue haste.” The 
lea slann has sid that the Chinese Gavern- 
nent must give the undertaking; it is for dhe 
Legislature to decide whether it will be 
satistied with oa delegated pawer ta he 
exercised liv the Viceroys. 

The second question is mere dithcult. I 
agree with my learned brother that itis not 
governed ly the decisions in re Berrrer and 
Ve Weenelball, The correspond ings provision af 
the Eng‘ish Act is that the fugitive shall not 
le surrendered unless this very THCCESSILEN 
provision. is nade by the law of the country 
inaking the requisition or by arrangement, 
Ino oour Ordinanee  Cherefore dhe word 
“ongagement stands ii the place ef 7 provi 
sion by bow ar arrangement. 

Now, the niin argument dinate Barer re was 
as te whether the facts which the Court 
had before it explanatery of the low of 
Franee aimeunted ta oa‘ provision mide ly 
law and it) was of opinion that they lid. 
The Sune point was decided i the same wity 
ino Wedded, where the Court: held (hic a 
decision of the Supreme Court ef the United 
States Linding on all other Courts tn the 
States aisa sutistied the condition, aud) the 
Court held that Chis alse was a prevision af 
the law. But) ard Coleridge, OC. bo sic, if 
the requirement of the Aet lias been complied 
with the prisoner dust be given upc if the 
requirement of the Act has uot been complied 
with die emimet be, buat the rule forthe Aahers 
corpus must be anade absalute. Under the 
Enlish Vet, as we see, there isan alternative 
condition provision by bas ar aerengement, 
and it is certainly legitimeite te argue Chee 
what is trae of the provision ly aw must 
ala be trae of thearrangement and that if 
there is ne provision by tw ancl ie arrange: 
mont the requirement of the Vet las not been 
complied with the prisoner must he given up. 
ane) that the same principle iust apply to the 
engagement required by the Tongkens Or 
dinanee. Tut Lord Coleridge didl wey that he 
Wats tet estlirige with the arrangement, but 
that Chitt must come afterwards, cael these 
words iiaty mean, When occasion curises, Cie 
question wilh he considered. Aad ita be 
that the argument dees net anply te the 
arrangement. Far itanay be argued that a 
“provision of the law 7 1s samething which 
Lamust from its mature be pre existent: to the 

requisition far surrender, and that) an 

AP PEUECOTIIO TEE Gb CHIEGLEC THE TEE TAY alsa from 
is medure, come after the requisition lias been 
wade. ol deubt if the argument is sound, 

The writ of deahers ecarpacs as protective af 

liherty. the fact that Uhe right te apply for it 

iS expressty granted hy the Taw assumes the 
possiblity of wrongful rendition. Aaedif there 
should be, lw necident or oversizlit, whit is 
the remedy 2 Lt would dhe tea Tate, ane 
the Court could ne longer give the tan the 
protection which the Mae hiacl guaranteed. 

As | have said the whole question resolves 

itself inte ane of protection of the an 

dividual, and the Court is beund ta see tliat 
there is ne loophole hy which dis protection 

Way le destroyed. Lo think there is a 

tendency to asstume that a fugitive eruninial 

is what re ds called. and. therefore culty at 
Pthe crime with whielt he is charged. “The 
I law of England whieh assutnes a uuu in 
Laecent until he is proved te be guilty applies 
Mas well to such a fugitive as to anyene cesid 
ring in the Celery. Nerde DL think chet this 
Fis a uence techiiieality. Lo shall therefore 
content anyself with saving that the ques- 
tion is not abselutely within the English 
decisions, and that entertab a strong 

View that the engagement should accom, 

pany the requisition. [ft it Le soit is one 

which is easy tu comply with The Clineve 
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Government has no desire to evade the 
safeguards with which the law surrounds 
the fulfilynent of our treaty obligations to 
it; and it has only to be informed that the 
engagement will be in future required 
with the requisition or as seou after ag is 
possible in order to prevent fugitives being 
released on Aaheas corpus. In Wong Ka 
Cheong’s case [ expressed an opinion on 
this point which was in favour of the exist- 
ing practice, but the point was not very 
full - argued, 

thie next question raised deals with the 
procedure which has heen followed in this 
ease and renders a close analysis of the 
Ordinance necessary. 

One point of minor importance may he dis- 
posed of atonce. The order to the Magistrate 
given by the Governor, in this case the Officer 
Administering the Government, must under 
Section 6 he “under his hand and seal.” This 
Means the Governor's official or private seal, 
preferably his official seal, if he hax one. In 
this case the sealof the Colony was used: but 
that dees not make the order invalid.  [t is 
ne iere than what Pray call anexcessof wax. 
There are authorities to shaw that a lump of 
wad inerely impressed with anything will 
constitute aseal Tf the Governor were to 
horraw the Colanial Secretary's seal the 
doctinent would still be under his hand and 
seal within the meaning: of those words. 

Next as to the form of warrant issued hy the 
Magistrate. During the first day's argument 
there was naevidence forthcoming as to what 
information the Magistrate: haal before him 
when he issued the warrant. As his) aetion 
waschatlenged on Uris ground we were clearly 
entitled te knew, Mr Hazeland therefore 
led an athidavit, from which it appears that 
the information was to the follawing effect. 

The inforniulion and complaint of Tseng 
Kai Vinge: Lam sub-lieutenant in the Chinese 
anny. Lam informed and have good cause 
to helieve and verily do beliewe that ful Kai 
Shing a/fas Ki Shing, late of Wong Kong, and 
new residing tn this Colony is accused of the 
comission of Che crime of armed robbery 
within the jurisdiction of China. Tam tne 
formed and verily believe Chit a warraat has 
heen issued in Wong Kong for the arrest. of 
the said fu Kai Shing a/eers Ki Shing; that 
the Chinese Government will demand his 
extradition im due course, and that there are 
reasonable grounds for suppestag the accused 
maw oesentpe during the tune aecessary to 
present the diplomatic requisition for lis 
surrender, | Naat pray oon behalf af 
Ho the Vieeroy of Caaten Chart a pros istonal 
warrant tacurrest the sad Lu Wai Shing adres 
Ki Shing may issue under the provision of 
Ordinance 7 af PSs. 

The whole of the fortn ts printed except 
of course seainuch as relates ta this spreetal 
ease, Oa this information the learned 
Magistrate fled in another forint heaced 
“Pros isionul Warrant, the substance af which 
wis as follows: Whereas it has heen) shewn 
toanme that luo Kat Shing afer Kt Shing: is 
aecused oof the commarnssion of the crime 
af ariiecdt volibery within Che jurisdictionn of 
China. ‘This therefore is te command you 
forthwith to apprehend hime and being him 
hefere ine ta be further dealt with according 
to law. 


Thave looked in vatn in the schedules of 
the Ordinance for this fort, but it is not 
there, anel [have logked in vain through the 
Ordinance far some warrant for this ex- 
ecedingly summary mode of dealing with 
applications for extradition. [tis clear that 
the procedure which bas heen adopted, ap- 
oy for a long ime in the Colony, is 
rased on the pore ala hy way of provisional 
watrant Stnetioned by the Fugitive Offenders 
Act. 1 will assume iat for this purfioge the 
information was sufficient, though Lb very 
much deubtit. Tallude to this because the 
mune format words to which [ am now going 
to allude are used im See. dof that Act. Let - 
ine wet this however with reycarul toa See. §, 
that there is ne cloubt whatever that it does 
provide a provisional procedure in order to 
epee a fugitive criminal getting away 
wore the necessary formalities have been 
completed. The nature of the subject of 


extraditivn demands that such # procedure 
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a a a ee 
should be provided. But then the procedure | already in custody, he is to issue his order toy country.” It is impossible. And now that 


which the law provides must. be carried out. 

Now, Sections 6 and 7 of the Ordinance 
provide the regular machinery by whichextra- 
dition proceedings are to he Capune There is 
to he a requisition to the Governor made by 
some officers of the Chinese Government ; the 
Governor thereupon may issue his order toa 
Magistrate to issue his warrant ; and on the 
receipt of the order the warrant is to be 
issued. Then comes Sec. 8. A Magistrate may 
also issue his warrant for the apprehension 
of a fugitive criminal on such fiecenanint or 
complaint as would, in his opinion, justify 
the issue of a warrant if the crime al heen 
committed in the Colony. The fugitive is to 
he discharged if the order referred to in 
the previous sections does not come within a 
reasonable time. 

These words scem to me ta have a very de- 
finite meaning. Before he acts in an extradi- 
tion case in the absence of a requisition and 
arder, he must receive such riferatian: af 
the same nature, quality or quantity, as he 
would require and receive if he were applied ta 
for a warrant inthe case of a crime committed 
in the Colony. Now nu Magistrate would 
issuea warrant if someone were to caine to him 
and say “Ki Shing has committed the crime 
of armed robbery in Kowloon.” He would 
want to know more about it. He would want, 
at least, some evidence, hawever little, same 
infurmation about the details of the crime. 
Warrants are not launched in se promiscuous 
a fashion, at least L hope not, in the case of 
crimes alleged to have been committed in the 
Colony. ‘he word information is not a 
technical word: it expresses the fact that. the 
Magistrate has reecived some information 
about the crime alleged ta have been conmit- 
ted. And the case is really no different if the 
word “complaint” is taken by itself. In this 
document the words uscd are “The infornia- 
tiou and complaint”; in fact there was a com- 
plaint but ne information, and frome cither 
point-of view the fact is that the Magistrate had 
nothing before him on which a warrant could 
gu in the case of a crime alleged to have been 
committed in the Colony. But it was said - 
Qh, this is an extradition case, and that makes 
allthedifference. Inpointof fact the inforima- 
tion was merely that Ki Shing was “accused 
of the commission of the crime of armed rab- 
hery in China.” So that this warranthas been 
issued in express disregard of the provisions 
of the section, which are that this procedure by 
the Magistrate without order fromthe Gaver- 
nor shall not be used merely lecause the 
Chinese Government have accused the fugitive 
and meantademand hisextradition, but selely 
when there is some information as to the com. 
mission of the crime itself. The cases which 
deal with thediscretionofthe Magistrate in the 
matter of how much evidence or information 
he may require have no application te this 
case, for here there was no information as ta 
the facts atall. As [have said if ithe theught 
necessary that such provisional procedure be 
adopted in order ta make extradition proceed, 
ings effective, by all means let the Legislature 
say su; but the Executive and the Magistra- 
ture must not invent it, even though, as Tarn 
told, it conforms to instructions sent fram 
home. -The Court cannot logk inte those tn- 
structions because the question before us ts 
not whether they are, in the first place. 
applicable to this special Ordinance, and if 
they are whether they have been eels 
with: only whether the Ordinance has been 
complied with or exceeded. 
what a“ Provisional Warrant “may be which 
is not sanctioned hy an Ordinance, and as 
not followed up by a complete warrant, | 
have not the remotest idea. | shall have te 
revert to this point presently. Lai therefore 
of upinien that the warrant is bad at all 
points, But this net the end oof) the 
story. 

A requisition from the Chinese Government 
was in fact received, and the order of the 
Officer Administering the Geaverniment seut 
tu the Magistrate in aque fert, as b have 
already aad Now this order required 
the Magistrate to issue a warrant, And the 
issue of it is mulated by Sec. Tw hich isin two 
pacts. Oo receipt of the onder the Magistrate 


is 


Js to issue the warrant; cr, here comes the | 


And, further, ; 


all necessary persons, to bring the fugitive 
criminal before him to be dealt with accord- 
ing to the Ordinance,” 


The learned Attorney-General's contention 
as to this last provision was, that it means 
that if the fugitive is in custadly for some 
other crime then this procedure is to be 
followed, but that it does not apply to the 
case of a man in custody under a warrant 
issued hy the Magistrate under Sec. 8, because, 
as | gather, it would be mere surplusage. [ 
cannot agree. The drafting of Sec. 7 has an 
evident relation to Sec. & In fact the argu 
inentis refuted hy the practice which has heen 
adopted, which is a provisional procedure 
pending the receipt of the requisition. The 

ain meaning of Nec. 7is that if the Magistrate 

Nas already issued a warrant on information 
as te the commission of the crime without a 
formal order, then the escaped criminal being 
already in custody, in respect of the extradi 
tion offence — and [desire to emphasise these 
wards, ne further warrant is necessary, but 
an order may be issued te bring him up te 
the hearing. This form is given in the sche- 
dule, but ne such order was ever issued. 

Now let me take the procedure which has 
in fact heen followed anc see what it comes 
to. As [T have said a provisional warrant, if 
it means anything, means that iis something 
which requires completion: and that. al 
though it may serve its purpase for the time 
being it is net a real warrant and cannot 
become a real warrant until seme further 
order is made completing its efhcacy, Assam, 
ing the information to have been sufhcient 
and the only 
“Provisional Warrant, it is mat diaipessthile 
that this might have been cured by the arder 
of the Majastrate under Sec. 7 ta being: ape the 
fugitive te the hearing. But there being ne 
such order in this case this hope of rectifying 
these proceedings falls ta the ground, 

But there is something much more impert- 
ant than mere farm invelved ino this ques 
tian, which leads me te the opinion that the 
absence of this orderin Sec. 7 1s fataland that 
the mans yn illegal custo The learned 
Attorney -Génetal contends ad if the fuga 
tive happens te be in custody for another 
offence all that is required is thas order under 
See. 7 to bring Iimeup ta the hearing. [dais 
sent altogether  Rextraditian proceedings 
depend on statute alone. Pts nat sutticient 
merely ta have get the man ie custady for 
seme ather offences. and then te start extra 
dition proceedings against hime on such oan 
order as this: for there would be nothing te 
support these proceedings. “The requisition 
is nothing but the foundation of execute 
action: the order of the Graavernar is nothing 
but the executive request to the law ta act 
the warrant is the first and only step on 
which extradition proceedings can be starter! 
Without a warrant evervthing whieh is done 
is abselutely bad. No Courts an any cetn 
try have the smatlest: jurtdietion ui the 
matter af erties committed dn anther coun 
trv. The treaty gives them none. but) onty 
the legislative act which authorises the eve 
cutiveaned judicial acts necessary te faltil the 
treaty obligation. And when that Aet save 
that a warrant os Necessary, A Warrant there 
must be. atl thatas all abeut at If there 
Isone warratl the proeeediigs are bud af 
mites, LT have heard it sod that af yen can 
pret heb of a orvminal bey Wieanis cf 
Sother the Courts can act It certarnly is 
netooseoin extraditien proceedings. and af 
this Loam certain Chat ne pelieceman could 
arrest the fugitive witheut a WaAtTATCL even 
though there were a requisition and Grocer 
tners onder thereat 


scitihes 


With very great respect) Po omust entioely 
clissetat froonea clietum ef Brett Eo Doin Weal s 
D case where an frish police officer an cecerpet 
of a telegram frou a petvate inquiry dete: 
tive in New York jae peer re aA tan at 

ucenstewn on a charge of forgery ing New 
York. The Lond Justice said, * T doubt whe 
‘ther there has been any Nat fates what 
Vever in. these proceedings. doubt much 
{ whether a poleman ie not yustined in arrest 
“ing aman without « warrant oa ceasmalle 
grounds of suspietou of his baving done that 


defect ta have been the name # 


the dictum has been referred to, I feel bound 
to say that [ trust no such arrest will ever 
he made in this Colony, even if it were on i 
telegram from the Viceroy, for an’ applica- 
tion for Aaheas corpus the Court would with- 
out any hesitation release the — prisoner. 
Therefore [am of opinion that both on prin- 
ciple and on the plain construction of Sec. 7, 
if a fugitive crimtnal should happen to be in 
custady for some other offence and requisi- 
tien is received for his extradition, a war- 
rant is absolutely necessary under this Or- 
dinance, and that another under the second 
part of Sec. 7 would be insufficient, 
Then is it possible for this or any of the 
other defects in these proceedings to be 
cured by anything regular which may have 
| subsequently happened} With regard to this 
Veils case was relied on. On the face of it 
that case has no application, for there a 
curative warrant iad in fact: heen issued. 
The Court of Ajipeal seems te have been 
of optnion that either the Trish Magistrate's 
warrant for his apprehension, or the Baw 
Street warrant for ve detention, cured the 
legality ofthe arrest. “Tf he was wrongfully 
in custody and there was proper evidence to 
justify his apprehension, Sir James Ingham 
was Justified in issuinga warrant for hisdeten- 
tien. Tomust say that with all the greatest 
deference which every Judge owes to the very 
eminent Judges whe fare the Court in that 
ease, Tam glad Do have not) to express an 
opinion whether an illegal arrest inanextra- 
dition case can be cured by subsequent regular 
proceedings, for hore there was nothing cura- 
tively regular at all. That decision seems to 
j contain in itself a warrant far illewalities 
Which Pdo net think the law can ever coun- 
tenance. There is ne such maxim knewn to 
the Liw as that aw rong may he committed 
incarder that right aay be subsequently 
done. fallude of course ta a wrong com- 
mitted an eur awn for with wrongs 
done in connection wath extradition in ane 
eather countey our Courts could have nothing 
teed Our daw beasts that for every wrong 
committed within its purview there isa 
remedy But in this case illegality is said 
ta he conelened hy subsequent legality, Irregu- 
larity justified) by subsequent regularity, 
Leannot understand the doctrine. 
Extradition isthe voluotary sarrender by the 
State of the “right of asylam” in any auecialioaes 
uoder a treaty. This right is no ardent figure 
of spacch; it is the consequence of the funda- 
mental doctriae that all orime ia local, that oc- 
minal laws are territorial, and that nu country 
will enforca tha criminal laws of any other 
country. ‘The ‘right of asylum’ meaus even 
mire than this, It means that the fugitive is 
a fr.e man, and in entitled to participate with 
subjects ia so far as the tert is not limited to 
subjects, in the liberties of the prople; lib-r, 
ties which were infringed by such action as 
was condoned in Weils csse. To all this 
ex(radilion forms an ¢exceptius. The Leg.sla- 
tare bas taken the walter io baud, and bes 
indicated the procedare which may aod mast 
be adopted to give effeat to it, That procedure 
must be followed. I decline to subscribe to 
the doctrine, which is practically the argament 
forced upoo the Ciown ia this case owing to 
the practice which has grown up io the Culony, 
that soy procedure will do so long as the 
fagilire is caught, and so long se some regular 
step ie taken duriug the proceedings at some 
time or other. The fugitivn has eo right thea 
aod thera to come to the Courts to be set at 
liberty, and [ do oot anoderstend huw, because 
sometime must el:peo before the ‘matter 
can b+ fully gone into, that is to be looked 
upon as a period of grace during which 
irregularit«s and ijoformalities may be 
put straight Bat here there ws nothing 
regolar at all. There was o>) order made as 
reqaired by section 7, and as Indicated in the 
forms in the schedule, nothing more then the 
usual slip of pap r directed to the Saperiatend- 
eat of the Jail, ‘ The andermeuti-nad prisoave 
is reqaired fur reexamioation at thie U ae?, 
Romanded cass No. 3 2. Defeodaat, Ia Kai- 
shiog.” ‘Lhbie is ab-olately the only ducument 
wiioh was amd after receipt of the Goversar's 
order. Bat oa Little mure examination reveal 


what actually took place. After the rate 
eile ga 


sal: 


second case, “if the fugitive criminal is which wuald be a feluny if cvmmitted in tius had inseed his provisional warran 


a 


“he will 


goner was brought before him and remanded - 
for a week, and then again remand-d for a 
.week, afid then the order being r.csived, tha 
document I hare just referred to was ixsued. 
I can find no justification in tha Ordinance | 
for this procedure, (hough the form of the actual 
warrant given in tho schedals (which was not 
in fact used), seems to warrant it. But 
forms in schedules, for the very good reason that 
they are never quite so carefully drafted as (hey 
ought to be, are to be cons!rued by the light of 
the Ordinance of which they form part. 5 -ction | 
8 does not require the fugitive to ba brou cht up 
betore the magistrate until the Governor's order 
is received. Of itself a romand warrant would 
not be such an order as the jaw requires, but 
apart from this an illegal remand warraut o:n 
have no such curative effect as is claimed for 
it in this case. At every point; therefore, I 
am of opinion that the procedure traced out by 
the Ordi. ance has not been complied with, and 
as 1 have ‘said’ some of this procedure is aot 
mere form, but dapends on principle, [ am 
therefore of opinion that the writ of haber 
corpua-should be made absolute and the prisoner 
discharged, We were invited to expresa 
our opinion on the fac's of the case whether 


be tried for if he is extradited 
is or is not a political offence. We indicated Lo 
the learned Attorney-General that we did not 
desire him to proceed with this part of his 
argament, but would call on Sir Ifenry Berkeley 
to argue in favour of the contention of his 
client, should we think it necessary. Iam not 
prepared to go furtber than this, Aud so far 
as the question wWhetber ur vot thers was 
sufficient evidence to justify the magistrate in 
committing the prisonar, [ can only repeat what 
I said during the heariug; it would require a 
very strong oase indeed for me to differ in the 
first place from tho learned mazistrato, aud in 
the secoud place from my learned brother, who 
has already expressed his opinion on the point 
as well as on the polifical question, It was for 
that reason that here alsv we did not wish to 


‘or not this’ orime which Tu Kai-shing : 


on that point. 

I think (his disposes of all the points which 
were raised in argent. 

Tue Puisne JUpues OFiNn“ton, 

Mr. Justice Wiss said:—Llu Kai-shing 
o\me before me in Novembor last on a writ 
of habeas corpus and on hearing Counsel ou 
both sides I discharge! the rule. Ths cass now 
comes before the Full Court, in ous form as 
au appal from my decision. I may s‘aty at 
once that I entirely agree with that decision 
on the facts aud arguments as originally laid 
before me, but on thy hoarivg bofore the Full 


‘Court a number of new poiuts were tiken aud 


[ have no doubt that if tha caxa bad been 
laid before re then as it was sub«qaaatly [| 
should have discharjred the man, aud thes+ subse- 
quent proceedings would have beau uouecess iy, 
The learned Chief Justice bas gone fully 
into all the points for future guidance in similar 
cases, 80 I shall simply coufiue myself to one 
point, which seems to me to go tu the rovt of 
the matter and entities Tu Kai-shing to his 
discharge. That puiut ix counec'ed with ection 
743 of the Ordina ce. Section 7 says that op 
receipt of the Gurernor’s order the Magistrate 
svall issue his warrant, or if the fugilive 
criminal is already in custody, shall issue bis 
order, a form of which is given. It is olear to 
mo that the words ‘already in custody" refer 
to Feofion 8, and that therefure the Magistrate 
ought to bave issued his order wiich he did 
not do. I do not agree wi hh the argument that 
the words “already in oustody “ meau io castody 
on some other charge, for the Magistrate 
would bave bad to issue his warraut oo the 
Governor's order, Again the warrant which 
the Magistrate did. issue under Sectivn % for 
some reagon is called a prov sional warrant and 
the word “ provisienal, "if it has anv meaning, 
must mean that something additional is required | 
to p:rfeot it, viz. the order, which is absent 
here, so the warrant was never p«rfected. 
not think that the remand orders of the. 
istrate are squivalent to the orders referred 
to in Section 7 aud therefore I do nut think 
that the procedure Isid down in the Ordiaance 
has been followed; thersfore, I th.ok that the 
man is illegally detained. Also, I do not think 
that the original information was safficient to | 
ustify a warrant. 
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hear the loarned Attoruey-General avy further 


j to be defective, ao 
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With refsrenca to the question of an antace l- 
ent engag-m:aot, [am stii] of opinion that the 


| caves of Bouvier and Alics Wuodhall are not ou 


all fours with the present ons a: thay only 
dealt with the question of legal provision and 
not with a-raugem not or engagement se 
the jadgmont of [ rd Colerilge (16 Cox 
C. Cp. 487). Howevar, I thiok that it 
would ba better if tbe engagement was 
obtaiaed at au erly date, for if the receipt 
of it is deferred to the last momant a man 
might bs handed over by mistake without any 
auch engagemeut and without any chance of 
applying to the Court. In any case so far as the 
Court is awar- thare it no such eng+gement in 
existence at present. I have alraady expressed 
my opiuion on the question of political off snce 
and also as to whether ths Magistrate wa: 
jastified in commiltiog, and need not repe it i 
It follows, therefore, that Ia Kai-shiag ix 
entitled to his discharga, 
CUsTS AGAINST THE CROWN, 

Sir Heory Bark+ley—L would ask t\at the 
rule absoluts be made with costs. 

The Chief Jastice—{ am afraid wo cannot 
giva costs. 

3ir Haury Barkeloy —In the Court blow the 
action was i missed with costs. 

Tha Chief Justica—We considered the q1es- 
lion of costs against the Crowao in a recent 
oase. 

Sir Heory Berkeley—We are oot askiog for 
costs against the Crown bat against the person 
detainiog him in prison, or against the person 
im charge of Victoria Jail, Nod subt the oosts 
will bs prid by the Crowa for him. 

The Chi f Justico—[s there any authority? [ 
should liks to have somes. 

Sic Heary Berkeley —Yes there aie a numbar 
of cases, and it ia obviously unjust that the 
man shou'd not get them when, as the Coart 
has held, he his been illegatly dstaiucd. 

The Chief Justico—The order down below 
was against the applicant. 

Sir Henry Berkeley—Vertainly, and it was 
discharged with costs. 1 would refar your 
Lordships to 20, Queen's Banch Division, 
section 37. Lam the appellaut aud as for 
costs on the app‘al and costs iu the Cuurt 
below where they were given ag dost ins. 

The Chief Justice—We must look into the 
authorities, 

The Altorney-General—[ need scarcely say 


I am opposed to the application entirely, Asa 
matter vf fact, in the cise which my learned 
friend o tex, the Court io ils discretion, refused 
costs, 

The Court reserved its dacision on the 
question. 


Sir Henry Birkeley then ask d theie Lord. 
ships to order tha prismaee to ba forthwith 
discharged, and tha Chief Justice informed him 
that he would be released as sno 1 as possible. 


EXTRADITION CASES. 
NRW PROCEDURS. 

As an outcome of the decision of the Full 
Court regarding extraditioa procedure, Mr. 
FE. B. L. Bowl+y, Crown Solicitor, sppeared 
bifora Me. FL A. Hlazaland at the Police Coart 
on Erbeuary 26th to apply for the re-arrest cf 
three Chin: se on charges of ths ounmission of 
the crime of armed robbary in China. 

The first application wis with ragard to Tao 
K'wei ‘I'so L who appeared before tha Court 
on achargs of armsd robbery va April 25th, 
19 5, in tbe Iss Kee shop at Loi Hoi, Shia. 
tung district, Kwongtang, China. 

Mr. Bowl-y ssid bis Worship woul | remem b-r 
that tbe defeodant was arrested und«ra provi- 
rioval warrant which the Full Cuure hed held 
the Governor's order: issaed 
on November ! 1th, [D 17, requiciag his Wor-hip, 


“to whom the order was sddruss-d, lo insvus bis 


warrant for ths appesbensioa of the defendany 
Mr. Bowley asked bis Worship b> issue the 


order uad- rection 7, aad also a warrant wader 


I do |the same srotion for the apprebeasion of ‘I'sa 


Kiwe: ‘I's I : 
His Worship made so order ia ths lorme of 
the application, and defendant was remored frum 
the Court, rearrested by Chief Detective In- 
rasend Hanson aad placed agaio befure the 
art oo the charge befure meatioaed, 
Defendant pleaded not 
know what he was arres 


ity, aad wished to 
for, 


| 


His Worship—Oa the same charge. 

Defendant—I was in Hongkoog 
cigarettes all the lime. 

Mr. Bowley then put in the Governor's order, 
and Cuief Detective L[aspector Hanson was 
called, and proved the arrest of the prisoner 
uod:r the warrant. 

‘The oase was remanded for a week. 

A similar application on similar terms was 
yranted in the case of Li Cnung-ohan wao 
was pee before the Cyurt on a charge of 
armed robbary io the house of [p Kam at Kan 
Piu inthe Namhboi district, Kwongtung, China, 
on February 13th, 1907. 

Defendant pleaded not guilly, remarking 
that he was never at the village meationsd, and 
had been at Shanghai for two years. 


The next cass was one in which Wong Nia- 
sui was charged with the commission of armed 
robbery in China, and Mr, G. BE. Morrell (of 
Messrs. Goldring Barlow and Morrell) appeared 
for the prisoner. 

Mr. Bowley informed his Worship that the 
defendant wis arrested uoder a_ provisional 
warrant on the 9.h October, aad brougat before 
his Worship or some other magistrate and re- 
manded from time to time. On October 24th 
the Governor issued an order, as required 
by tha Ciines Kx'radition Ordiasnoe of 1839, 
empowering his Worship to issue @ warraat 
for the apprehension of the defendant. At 
that time his Worship was of the opivion that 
ai the man wis in custoly it was not necessary 
to issue a further warrant, and the man was 
brought hefors the Court in the usucl way a 
remand prisoner was brought before the Court. 
He was tried, and Mr. Bowley believed tho 
evidence was closed and ths case remanded from 
tims to tine ia order that the d-cision of the 
Full Court io the cass of Lu Kai-shing might 
bs known. Ju that casa the Fall Court 
decided yesterday that the provisional war- 
rant in use in the Volioe Court for so 
many years was defective, and that the 
information on which it was based was also 
defactive ‘hs Court also devided that in every 
case, Wuether thore had bovo ao arrest bafore 
the Governor's order oc not, the mayistrate 
must carry out the provisioas of ssotiva 7 and 
issue a warraat or order uader that section. 
Mr. Bowley conoiud-d by asking bis Worship to 
igus a1 order and a warraut under section # of 
the Ordiuanoa, sothatthe maa might b» brought 
before him furthwith and dealt with unter the 
Extradition Ordinaucu. tte asked that both 
documents be issued becinse, from a perusal of 
the judgment of the learned jad ges of the Fall 
Court it was not quits cleac whether in & O83 
of Chis sort, when thera was a doabl about the 
regularity of ths arrest of the defendant, the 
ordsr or the warrant wis the proper document, 


Mr. Maorrel’ opposed the applioativa, sub- 
mitting that it was now too lata foc his 
Worship tod) anything io Court. The section 
read, “Qa receipt... shall issue bis war- 
rant.” His Worship rvosived that order some 
four months age, and oo‘hiog had boen doue. 
{lia Worship would flad it was toola’e now oo 
rending the judge .t ofthe Full Coart in la 
Kei-shiag’s cass yesterday. Part of it read 
“The Lagi-lsture bas (akan the matter io hand, 
aud has indicated the proo~dare which may aod 
must b: adopted to give eff -ct to it. That pro- 
cedure must bs followed. [ declias to subsuribe 
to thedoctriow, which ix practioully the argu- 
mont forced upon the Crown ia this osse owing 
ta tha practice which has growa ap in the 
Colony, thit auy procedure will do so loag as the 
fugitive is cagght, and soloog as some regular 
step is taken during the proovedings at eome 
tima or other. The fugitive bas a right then 
and there to come to the Court to by sit at 
libsrty, and I do not understand how, b cause 
some time must elapse before the matter cosa be 
fully gue tote, that isto bs looked upon as a 
petio! of gracs dur.ag whioh irregularities aad 
iofuemalittes may bs put straight.” “That 
was exactly what bis friead was asking bis 
Worship todo, (ha prroeedings ia the present 


selling 


‘ ose oning (oarecsat jalgment, were absolutely 


irrvgaler, god be su mitted thet ths peisrave 
was outitled t3 be-dinchary-<d. The iaformation 
was bad, the warrant was beld to be bad, and 
the Full Court had held that those ie.sgulacitied 
could ‘not be co :nteoanced. > asced His 
Worship to refuss the application and dis- 
charge the prisoner, , a 


e 


: 
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Mr. Bowley said his friend was not quite 
corre &t in s(ating that the Full Court had held 
that the defeota in the warrant and the infor- 
mation could not be cured. He asked hia 
Worship to take the necessary ateps to cure 
‘those defects in the proceedings. Tha order of 
the Governor, he took it, remained in force until 
if was carried ont, and he asked tha Court fo 
carry out the Governor's order, It was very 
unfortunate {hat the defendant had been de- 
tained such a time in custody, but acciden‘s 
would happen, and the Chief Justice pointed 
out in Court with regard to extradition proceed - 
ings that, if sufficient time were not taken, 
they would appear to be conduoted with in. 
decent haste. 

His Worship—Even in Bow Sireet consider. 
able time is fake with extradilion proceedings. 
Tam of opinion that I can make the order. 

Mr. Morrell—Then the action must be tried 
all over again ? 

His Worship— Yer, there is no question about 
that, ; 

Mr. Morrell—I shall appeal against it. I 
am entitled to ask your Worship to give judg- 
ment now. 

His Worship~I am of opinion that I am 
entitled to issue a warrant. 

Mr. Morrell—But your Worship heard the 
case right through, and reserved judgment. 

His Worship—That is so, and ( sm of 
opinion that a prima facie case has been made 
out against the defendant, : 

Mr. Morrell—Then, if your Worahip «ill 
convict him, I will know what todo, I will 
apply fora writ of habeas corpus. Otherwise 
we will be put toa lot of trouble and delayed 


in. 

Mr. Bowley—Your Worship cannot give 
jadgment on defective proceadings. 

Mr. Morrell— Your Worship must give 
judgment; you heard the case and reserved 
jadgment. 

Hia Worship—But prior to my giving 
judgment [ am told the warrant is had, and 
the question is whather it can be remedied. 

Mr. Morrell—Not at this period. 

His Worship—Having practically finished 
the cage, can I] renpan it ? 

Mr Bowley—I take it, your Worship, that 
the proceedings s0 far hava becema abgolutaly 
void and non-existant. There is nothing befora 
your Worship to give a decision on, Tha 
evidence taken in this Court must be counted 
as nothing, 

Mr. Morrell—That cannot be done, my client 
hag been in jail month after month, and now 
the case is to ba reopened. It is hard on him, 
and he is put {0 extra expense. 

H's Worship—If I deliver my judgment at 
once— 

Mr. Morrell—Then I can apply for habeas 
corpus, which I am entitled to. 

Mr. Bowley—If yone Worship issues a war- 
rant my friend can sfi'l apply for habeas 
corpus. 

Mr. Morrell—I cannot go to the higher 
court until your Worship gives a decision. 

His Worship—Batwuen the reserving of my 
decision and now it has been held that the 
proceedings ara null aud void. 

Mr, Morrell—Quite so, but then {he decision 
should never hate been reserved, if I may 
BAY 80, 

His Worship—What do you think of that 
Mr. Bowley ? 

Mr, Bowlay—As T have already submitted, 
your Worship cannot give judgment on proceed- 
iogs which are null and void, All you can do 
ir dismiss that oase and act on the Governor's 
order. 

Mr Morre'l— THe caunot dismiss it if a prima 
facie case has been madeont, and your Worship 
hsealready held that a prima facie case was 
made out 

Mr. Bowley—I ask your Worship to issue the 
warrant, 

Mr. Morrel]—I'd ask your Wor-hip before 
you do that to deliver judgment in this case, 

His Worship - Of courss this case is not quite 
the same as the othera. 

Mr. Bowley—1t is similar to the cases in which 
your Worship issued warrauts this afternoon. 

Mr. Morrell—This was a case in which your 
Worship reserved judgment uatil after the 
decision in In Kai-shing's casa. Until I get 
jadgment 1 cannot cpply for habeas corpus, and 
what your Worship has got to give judgment 
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on is whether the evidence shows a prima facie 
case as alleged. 

Mr. Rowley—The decision, I takait, will be 
that the proceedings are irregalar. 

Mr. Morrell—Will your Worship take time 
to consider it ? 

His Worship—‘'an that be done 2 

Mr. Bewley—If yoar Worship will issue the 
warrant. 

Mr, Morrell—I object to that. 
under arrest now 7? 

His Worship— Because ha was remanded 
until to-day. 

Mr, Morrell—Your Worship his no power 
to remand him in polica enstady. 

His Worship—I think. in the circam«tances, 
T am entitled to make the order as I did in the 
two previous cases. (Can you appeal except by 
habeas corpus ? ce 

Mr. Morrell—Not so far as I know; and I 
cannot do that until tha case is tried all over 
again. Itisunfair. Where there ia a suapi- 
cion, the defendant should be given the benefi' 
of the do ibt. 

Mr. Bowley—I think there is nothing to 
prevent my friend applying {o the Supreme 
Court at once for haheaa corpus. 

Mr Morrell— We have got nothing to appaal 
against, 

Mr Bowl-y It is not the business of thie 
Court to advisa on that. 

His Worship—I will maka the order, 

Mr Merrell—In the meantime my client oan 
walk out «f thedock, I taka it, and go where 
he likes. 

There was now a liftla delay in the preparing 
of the warrant, and Mr. Morrell remukad—[ 
don't know whether (here is any reason why 
my olient shoal! wait, yonr Worship # 

[lis Worship «id uat raply, but 
broadly. 

When tle warrant was prepared his Worship 
directed Inspector Tfanson to cxacnta if, aud 
when this had bean done, Mr. Bowley informad 
the Court that the charge against the prisoner 
war thea commiasion of the crime of armed 
robbery at Kwai Lang in thadis'rict of K wok 
Lo, Waichow Prefecture, Kwongtung, oo May 
Mth, 1906. 

Defendant pleaded not guilty, the Governor's 
order was put in aa an exhibil, and Chief 
Detective Inspector Hanson daposed to arrest- 
ing the dafendant in the precinota of the Court 
hy vietne of the warrint and order. 

Mr. Morrell— When you arrested the prisoner 
he was already ia police castody ? —Yax 

The further hearing wis remanded for 
weok, 


Why is he 


smilad 


CAPTAIN MACKENZIE'S DEATH. 


At the Magistracy on February 2lat 
before Mr. H. Hf. J. Gompertz, sitting as 
coroner, and Megacs. C. Roberts, H{. E. Haynes 
and I. Dickson, jurors an inquiry was held 
info the circumstauces connected with the death 
of Captain James Mackan zie, 

The first witness was Dr. Macfarla:e, who 
tixtified to making a pestmortem ezsamination 
af the body of daceas-d. Daath was due to 
asphyxia, causad by drowning. Deca sed was 
fully drasso!, bat tis boots and hat were miss- 
ing. Inthe opivion of witness, death had not 
occ rred more thau twelve hours b-fore he saw 
the body. 

Constable Aaslett of tha Dockyard police 
said the coxswain of the ‘“ Polar Star called 
hia attaution to the fact that the body of 
an European was coder the Navalyard jetty. 
Wituess saw that the body was canght on the 
stays of ths ja‘ty, and immediately reported the 
matter to the police. He also drew his ser- 
geaot's attantion to the fac’ that thare was a 
pocket book fluating a few foot away from the 
body. A boat was procured, and the pocket 
book waa picked up. When the bidy was 
removed from the water witness nolioed that the 
man had no boots on, and that both his eyes were 
bruised. 

In r-ply to Mr. G mperts, Inspector Kerr 
stat-d that the boots had not been found. 

Replying to a juror, witness stated that 
deceas d might hare come down from 
Macdoaonell HKoul and fallen iato the water. 
‘There was no railing. : 

Dr. Macfarlane, recalled, said the dissoloar- 
ation of the eyes was due to asphyxis, They 
were not black as the result of a blow. 
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Mr. J. C. Logan stated that decoaeed had 
baen living with him for about a fortnight 
before his death. On the morning of the 4th 
instant witness accompanied deceased to the 
office of Messrs, Batterfieldand Swire. After- 
wards th-y boarded a laaoch and two steam 
subsequently landing at Kowloon. Deosaned 
had been recently appointet captain of the as. 
“ Shantang.” After landing at Kowloon 
witness and deceased altended the distribation 
of prissaat the pigeoi show at the Kowloon 
Hotel, and it was there, be’weea § and 5.3) 
p.m. that witness last saw Captain Maockensie 
alive. Deceased was perfectly sober; hs had 
not been drinking that day. He was very quiet, 
however, and appeared to be daller in spirits 
than witoess had noticed for along time. 

In reply to Mr. Gomperts witness said he 
undera that the captain of the “ Shantang " 
had advanced deceased $50, and that $21 
had been paid to him on the game day by 
another person. 

James Logan, a foreman boiler maker at the 
Kowloon Docks, ssid he knew deceased wall, 
and last siw him alive on the afternoon of the 
4th instant. Witness asked him to stay and 
dine with him at the Kowloon Hotel thal day, 
but ha refnsed, stating that he wanted to pat 
his things on board. Ho also declined to have 
a drink. D oceased, who was a very qalet man, 
waa perfectly sober whan witness lest saw him. 

Police Sargeant Caygill deposed to examin. 
ing the body of decaased for marks of violeaca. 
Ha foun! one wound over the left eye, bat did 
not think it was a mark of violence. Witness 
found 85.92 in silver and copper ovins in decea- 
sed'a right hand troaser pookat, 

Captain T. R. Niool stated that he loanad 
tha dacaaved &5') on the 4th inst. the latter 
talling him al tha time that he had very little 
menay. 

Questioned by Mr. (tomperts, Tospector 
Kerr atated that thorough eoqairivs had been 
mada, bat neither daceagad's boots nor hat 
could ba found. 

The verdict of the jary was ‘‘ foaad drowaed' 


A CANTON STORY. 


A s'ory for the acouracry of whioh our corre: 
epondent cannot vonch, but Which he declares 
is carrantly b-liaved, i4 told About the present 
Viceroy. It appears that on Chinese New 
Year's Riva Viceroy Chang had his far robe 
and jacket placed in the reception room so that 
he might wear them on the next day to receive 
officials and gusts calling on him to offer New 
Year congratalations. On New Year's day, 
whan he looked for them the valaabla furs 
were missing. Instructions were immediatel 
telephoned to all the police stations to sah 
for the missing articles, I[t was not antil » 
few days ago that a detective discovered the 
articles pledged for $400 in a pawa-shop near 
the Fast Gate, It is said that a deputy of 
oa ofthe stations paid the money out of his 
own pocket to red4uem the furs and retarned 
them to the Viceroy. The calprit was arrested 
shortly after the recovery of the stolen goods, 
aod he turned ont to bs a servant who wag 
recently discharged from a celebrated restaurant 
in the Walled City runowned for ils try, 
The place has always been pitronigsd ty the 
officials whenever they give complimentary 
banqaeta to their superiors, a castom, by the 
way, well established in China, ‘I'he discharged 
servant is a man exceptionally smart, and well 
versed in mandarin atiquatte. He was nenall 
sent to arrange banquets ia the yamens: that is 
how he kaew all the ins and oulathere, On Now 
Yorr's Eve he dressed himslf like a miadaria 
aod strolled right into the Vicer -y's reception 
room where he found a pile of nice tar clothes ly- 
ng on a chair. Seeing that nobody was there, he 
immediately divested himself of bisown clothes, 
hid them underneath a Isrge opiam couch 
donned the Viceregal furs, and calmly walked 
out of the Yamen right under the nose of the 
Vioeroy's body guards. It is said he confuesed 
this and added that he had spent part of the 
money in payment of debts and dropped 
the rest in a fantan howe. He is now detaiaed 
in prisoa pendiog instructions for the pro 
panishment to be meted ont to him for 
daring sot. 
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SILK. ee 


From Mr. F.C. Heffer's report, dated Shanghai, 
February 19th, 1908.-—There is ne change te 
report in the Home Markets Haw Silk.- -Sinee 
my last circular dated January 27th, noe lasiness 
lias heen done in white silk. Yelleow Silks.— 
During the past week, Indian Buyers have 
operated freely in Mienchews, Kepuns and Mien- 
yangs, about 450/500 bales heing settled, 
Mienynngs are getting scares, and halders 
demand high prices. 


PIECE GOODS. 


—— 


Mosars. Noel, Murray & Cala Piece Goaads 
Report, dated Shanghai, February woth, 190%, 
states: —The slightly lewer exchange that has 
been ruling since eur last was written has given 
buyers rather more confidence, and consequently 
more digpesition te pay the prices holders of 
Manchester goods were asking. Tn many cases 
these prices shaw a remarkable advance and itis 
really extraordinary to sec haw clastic the market 
is. The country is evidently shart af goods, and 


«in spite of the many disulvantaces that are ta he 


net with as regards financial arrangements the 
dealers bere seem pretty confident that the 
constumptive demand will be bri-k. ‘Phe inerense 
in the aff-take by the Yatut-ze Perts last year is 
decidedly eneouraging, showing as it dees a solid 
forward movement that has heen lacking for yours 
past and preinises to still further develop.  Ner 
can it he said that (he increase in auy one direc. 
tian was at the expense of another, and therefore 
cennine progress is shawn in spite af the falling 
aff in other quarters. ‘Paeday is the ceneral 
opening day for business in the country, and 
sithongh a great part of the clenrances se far 
made, and fresh spot transactions entered inte, 
may have heen in anticipation of ano enhanced 
demand, it shows 2 good cansiuiptive enquiry 1s 
expected, the only deubt being as te whether 
constimers ean rise to the high prices naw wanted 
after all the country has gone threteh in recent 
years, Fortunately there are na cheap vad s 
evpected to arrive: for the nest few memtlis and 
supplies of staple inakes are in fairly strom hands 
now, One good feature abent the present. sitta- 
tion is the cautions way in whieh the native 
hanks are cammmencineg opertiens, there het 
an evident determination not te encourage the 
starting af mushroom firms amongst the natives, 
as has heen done se mueh io late years much ta 
the detriment of the ald cstatdish Hones. An- 
other thing that ia likely to curtail the wrewth 
of small firus here is the enermens inerease in 
rentals for husiness promises, aud other expenses 
for living. Retail shops in our amain thereush- 
fares that have been aceuzied for years by seine 
af the mast preminent dealers are bers given up 
simply for that reason. ind there seems te te te 
hope for any abatement. Advices from the Out. 
porte are stillofa very meayre description. “Phere 


situation, hard cain being an unknewn commodity, 
transler notes heing the order ef the day andl these 
are absolutely at the mercy of the native banks, 
who fix their own rate of exchange. Numerous 
failures of native hongs and banks are reported 
to have taken place in Manchuria. which dees 
not look very prewising for the opening of trade, 
Tientsin ia still a dead letter as far as this is 
conecernal, the natives saying there is sufficient 
stack there already to goon with. ‘There is setue 
news published cf the estatdishment of a service 
hetween Chefoo and Kuangchengtze, but without 
further information it ix iumpossille te say of what 
henefit it will be te Foreign trade, if any. # Tt is 
said that the proapests cf a return of the old 
trade with Viadivect.ck are improving. There 
has bean a good demand for Corea during the 
interval and several parcels of Girey and White 
goods have been booked for that market. 
Manchester is easier te deal with, and in the 
ageregate a considerable business inust have 
gone through in the last week or twa, The 
market. is nut at all reyular. and although this 
month's shipwent can be obtaiued April te 
June is more yenerally queted. Tn seune cases 
goods for earlier shipment have bo co offensl 
immediately -after an onler for later shipment 
had been placed’ That system of bocking onlers 
ahead while still holding goods in hand, or avail 


. 


i Shirtines. 
is no improvement yet in the Newchwiany financial come in fairly freely dacing the week and 
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able for enrlier shipment, is not quite consiatont 
with gtrict business methods, Cotton is steadily 
declining in’ Liverpool, Mid. American being 
GiGd. for spet and 5.69d. for “futures "— 
Egyptian, is alse lower, S{d, being to-day's tele- 
cram, The export of Plain Cottons for the first 
half of this month was 13,000,000 yards. It is 
reported that a steady business is being done in 
New York in light weight Shirtings for tha China 
market. Fer standard goodg priecs are 15 per 
cont. over present values here, The latest quota- 
tions for Cotten in New Yark are 10.66 cents, 10.82 
cents, and 10.54 cents for March, May and July 
option respectively. The Yarn market ia fairly 
steady fer Indian spinnines, notwithstanding 
seine Dmperters have had te aell in order tu take 
up exchange contracts. Tt is anticipated that 
with a little firmness prices will improve in’ the 
near. future, in view of the diminishing xtack 
and smallness of supplies coming forward. Cotton 
ig firmer, the hulk of the purchases being for 
local Mills, 


From Messrs. [Hhert & Cols weekly Reperi, 
datel Shanghai, February 2oth, 1CX :—There 
ix distinetly ere Tatsiness deing this week 
principally fer the River Portzand Korea; buyers 
forfthe Northern Parts are alsa nakine inquiries 
for goods and have iuade fair purchases wher: 
edlers have heen willing te meet the demand ; 
further advanees are, hawever, diffientt te obtain 
and as priees in the producing uarket as settings 
closer ta value here holders are dizpased fa make 
calez under replacing cost fer prompt clearance, 
The Korean demand is peurticularly welcome after 
the dang period of starnation in that market, 
There ix still an alwenee of life in the Vientsin 
trade, but dealers are hopefal that more healthy 
conditions will be ostatdished in that market as 
the year prevresses Rete forward business has 
heen dane in beth American light weights and 
Enelish shirting. ‘Phere ia little doubt that 
Laneashire dias new an active competiter in 
Amerien for the finer qualities of grey shirtinics ; 
within the Iast menth orders have been placed in 
Aimerien for which Lancashire nianufacturers have 
net had an oppertunity of quoting, and this ata 
time when many loonsin Lancashire are reported 
teche idle, Througheut the long pertad af goad 
trade, ananufacturers un Lancashire have heen 
independent of demand frei China which diel net 
ran on the styleef iakes suitable alse fer india ; 
in the last few years \inerican manufacturers 
have heen cultivating the trade in finer goods and 
sus the pure coud tnade in the State@ are in many 
cases prefernel te the Laneashine nakeala portion 
ef that (rade dias cilrecdy saetually been trans. 
ferred, Ae ain the cae of drills and sheetinus, of 
Lanen-bire wants tecretata ats eld died on the 
China trvde it: will now be neeesaary te iake 
woods inoiintation of established Vinercean niikes, 
Faney goods are participating te a certain ectent 
in the better inquiry, but perrces are still unsatis- 
factery. Yarns are quiet. Bomlety ie a mere 
willing seller, hut ales are not easy ta effect 
in quantity X sinall full rates 1a 
reported in Dapeamese vain, buat dealers lene are 
net dispesed te take ag much interest ino this 
triele as fermerty, -cctine that Japanese rinparters 
aoeefferiue therm varne at nearly all the OQuitpeorts 
and at toarketa,  Cirey 
Trequirtes frei the country urmrckets 


lusiness at 


tx osted even tn interter 


previetts have een well maintained 
TC tothe —We hear of business in small quan- 
tities of Lady and Flawer at The 2.28, aad Man 
and Flag at Th. 2.22. 0 Nuetion cheqes Urprovesd 
abeut Zicandarens Jeans. Demand i evidently 
still unsatiahed and prices are steady to firm at 
the clase White Shirtings.— Pre Anish clothe 
have teen in weed meaguest for the Korein market 
during the interval and the River Ports have 
alsa been inquiring tea mederate ectent. 
have about 4 eandareens all meand, 
Deralls.  Prieer fer Atmericin gees chew practic. 
ally ne change froin thea: mentioned last week, 
but aleut Tho pices have changesl hand« 
Sheetines. -Thers is not yet sufficient demand 
nheut ta influence prices te any extent aod the 
market tay be deseritesd as quite ateady. Dyed 
and Fancy Cottons —We ane unahle to meportany 
echany- in the state of our market Salex are 
dithelt te effeet andl «teks «till ton heavy te 
permit of any material improvement in value, ne 
private business hac teen reperted. Fast Hlack 
' Cotton Lasting were irrsarular as usnal at auction, 
bat the majonty of chops went for Lewer mtea. 
Worsted [talans are reported under Cock chop aa 
oobeea and Joes at The loo ALL Wallen« 
were firm at the auctione Cotten —The local 
staple reuuans steady but qaiet, 


Prices 


Prices 
advances 


Yarn,— The 
market fue all Spinnings is easy with no demand | 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 


Haxxow, 14th Feh., 1908.—The prices quoted 
ara for tho net shipping weight excluding cost 
of packing for export :-— 


Per picul 

Cowhides, Bast selected .......00.scceessseee P18, 93.00 

To, Seconds ....... Seseitin ce seceeceseas pp 28.00 

Ruffalo hidea, Best selected ..........cc008 22,60 
(oatakins, untanned, chiefly. white 

COLOUL,... eee ee ehieeeenes fasteaeee aguas Saael ene ~ » 40.00 


Buffalo Horna, average 3 tha, each 2.0... 5 

White China Grass, Wuchang and/or 
Poochi..... i aslo asin as eset Geis daaicee neces de sacs py 10,20 

WhiteChinaG@irass,Sinshanand or Chayu , = — 


Green China Crasa, Szechuen ....ccccce ne 920 
Tabi oe chs Sew hea esate anata testa tare ate aees Lhe _— 
White Vegetable Tallow, Kinchow ws 11.00 
White Vegetable Tallow, Pingchew 

andjor Macheng ..c-cesceeee eee eee es reaeaven He — 
White Vagetahlo Tallow, Mongyu ..... ear — 
CGreon Vegetable Tallow, Kiyu..... NGae ail 280 
Animal Tallow ....c0cccececeeeeeeeee sree ge LOO 
Gallnuts, uaual shape ....cccececre eens eves yy 18.60 
Gallnuta, plum da. ve. eee ida » 17.60 
Tobaceo, Tingehow 2. ...cccccceceee eee eeees oe _— 
Tohaceo, Wonykong....... saisialeidse'ele Gapedeedesl ve _ 
TRUTINeric ccc cee ee ewes cated ova sliacher ising _ 
Sesamunt Sead cc... satidefeiiad ta teh& setae: » §.70 
Seaamiim Seed Oil co... ccceececee een eee cnet ae _ 
Wad Oil Sasa che ta: & eta salhtw wow WiSoletaieiele Ga elaatelere wien teenie Cre oe 8.50 
Tea cence hice cinae ect gelidaaianese sawed Madey vit _ 


Mesere. Arnhald, Karberg & Co.'s Fortnightly 
Produce Circular, dated Shanghai, 20th February, 
1008, states: — Gallnuts. — Home offices’ report 
littl: interest in the article. Cowhides.—Good 


inquiry. Prices very firu, Foathers.— Little 
husinesa doing. Cotton.—Tendancy to take lower 
prices A fair business with Buropo is being 
dene, ‘Tallow. Market quiet. Seeds.—A good 


businesa is haing dene. Strawtraid.—There have 
heen various rettlementa of T-ends Split for 
America, mostly of inferior qualitiea; and the 
detaand for good fine yradea is still strong, but 
then: are no stocks. Europe ia enquiring again 
for Taichow Mottled, but stocka are amall, and 
quality poor, Wool.—Skeep's.—A few lota have 
arrived, America haa ahown more interest the 
past week, While ideas of sellers and buyors etill 
Aiffer, latsiness will na doubt reault are long. 
Weed iL) goad demand. Price steady. 
Antunony,—Market very firm, Supplies siall, 


Por P. & 0, atenmer Deranha, aniled on 22nd 
Felrnary. For Gibraltar.—1 case silk piece goods, 
Lease eilk. For Milan :—10 bales raw silk For 
Marasillee:— ¢ cases bird feathers, For Lendan -- 
{ Craze chinwware and llack wood ware, f cnaes 
elke, ft bales waste silk, 2 cages opram droea, | 
Care car 


SHARE REPORTS. 

Meare J.P Riaset & Co's Shara Report for 
the week ending 20th February, 1008, atates:— 
Bisinese since our last has oot heen very active 
and there ve net very much change in rater to 
report Hengkeng aad Shanghai Ranks.—The 
dividend having been paid, all share now tank 
alike, but there was no budiness transacted daring 
the week The TL To mte on London to-day is 
[ueurance.—There ia nothing to report. 
Shipping. Shanghai Tug & Lighter Co, Some 
chars have chanyed hands at Tha, 4 and Tla. 45 
fur the onlinary shares. The Preference still 
remain at Tle. 4) nominal. Docke & W harves, 
Some business hat been done at from Tis. 
RAY cadh to Tl«. &5 for March, closing align 
weak, Shanghai & Hongkew Wharvea, No cas 
tranatctions are reperted thie week, For March 
tales have been inade at Tla. 216 closing with 
estlare Canaiderahle business has been done for 
June and September ranying from Tia. 216 to Tha. 
214 Suyare. — Nothing Mining. — Some cash 
ghares have changed handaat Tle, 16. Induatrial. 
—[n Cottena there ia ne business reported, 
Shanghat (iae Co. have suffered a considerable 
relapes, the market opening with cash sale at 


| Tle lz, the next rate obtainable for ahares oa 
es being, Tis. 
t 


10, This drop was caused by 
the publication of the dividend. The Market 
clewes with buyers at Tle 105. Shanghai Pulp & 
Prpee Co. Un the publication of the Report 
an\ Accounts the rate immediately dropped frou 
Tle. ) to The. 65. Some chares are wanted at 
this figure Maatschappij, éc., in Langkats. Caah 
charen have heea dealt in at Tle. 6224 and Tla. 
20 and a fair business haa beea done for March 
at Tle. (20, Tle, 627) and Tis, 425. At the close 
ithe Market is easy at these rates. Shanghai 
Sawatra Totaces Co, Cash shares hare heen dealt 
in at Tle. 180) and there are further sellers. For 
March shares are on offer at Tis. 13234. 
Miscellaneous,—A good demand set ia for Hall 
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and Holtz Shares and the rate has advanced to 

22). 8. Moutrie & Co. have been dealt in at 
$40 and shares are wanted. Astor House Hotel 
Co, have improved to $22}. Shanghai Horse 
Bazaars. Some ehares have changed hands at 
Tls. 40 and there are further buyers. Shanghai 
Mutual Telephones are in demand at Tis. 52, 
Loans and Debentures.—R&hanghai Municipal six 
per cents remain at Tls. 99. Shanghai Land six 
per cents have been dealt in at Tis. 98}. 


HonaKona, 28th February, 1908.—Although 
there has been a little more movement in the 
market during the week under review, the 
aggregate of business transacted shows no 
appreciable increase, holders of s‘ocks still sit- 
tiug on the fence in anticipation of higher rates, 
and buyers refusing to raise their limits, being 
incredulous of any immediate material rise in 
rates. In short the market remains in statu 
guo ante and without any special features to 
report. Exchange on London closes at 1s. 104d. 
T/T, and on Shanghii at 144 T/T. 


Banxs.—Hongkong & Shanghais have chang- 
ed hands in small lots at $700 the market closing 
with some small sellers at that rate. Nationals 
remain unchanged and without businass. 


Marine Insvurances.—Uniongs have heen 
placed at 850, closing steady to firm at that 
rate. Cantons confinne on offer at 249}, but 
we have no business {o report. The Northern 
Insurances have not been dealt in locally, rates 
remaining unchanged. 


Free Insvrancee.—The market has ruled 
neglected, and we have only small sales of 
Hongkongs at $332 to report. 


SHIPPING.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaca 
have changed hands at 28! ex the dividend of 
$i} paid on the 25th inst., the market olosing 
quiet, Star Forries ccnlinue in demand at 
quotations without any sales to report. We 
have no further changes or business to record 
under this heading, the remaining stocks 
having been entirely out of the market. 


REFINER(RS, — China Sugars have continued 
in request during the week, but we have heard 
of no gales, and at time of closing buyers at 114 
rule the market. Luzons remain unchanged 
and without any business. 


Mrntna.— Raubs have ruled rather weaker, 
and after a few further small sales at 8, close 
with sellers at that rate. Charbonnagrs remain 
in demand at the sdvanced rate of 595, anda 
higher price would probably be paid. Langkats 
ard Chinese-Epgineerings are without alter- 
ation or business, 


Docks, WHARVES AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks continue negleciad, 
and are now quoted at 94 ex the dividend of 84 
paid on the 25th inst. Kowloon Wharves chang- 
ed bands in fairly large quantities in the early 
part of the week at 56 for old and 54 for new. 
Later, however, on the declaration of a smaller 
dividend than was anticipated, i.e. $14, tho rate 
fell with sales at 55 and 54 to 53. At the last 
rate, however, a small demand caused a recovery, 
and the market clores with buyers and no fur- 
ther sellers at 5455 Shanghai Docks have 
declined to &1, and Hongkew Wharves to 214. 


Lanps, Horers anp Burintnas. —Hong- 
korg T ards have been 7 laced during the week 
at 101 and at 100}, the market elcsing quiet at 
the latter rate. Kowloon Lands have declined 
{o 27 with sellers ex the dividend of $17 paid 
on the 26th inst. Hongkoug Hotels continue 
on offer at 104 withcut indocing buyers. 
Humphreys have been placed at 10 and 10}, 
elcsing with buyers at the former rate. 


Corton MiL1s.—With the exception of a 
fall in Ewos to 56. and in Hongkongs (o 9, both 
closing with sellers, we have no changes to 
report. , 


MrisceLianeous. — China - Borneos have 
been done at the advanced rate of 1!, China 
Pr viden(s at 9, Grean Islands to 1! } at 11. 
Peak Trams at 18, Ropes at 26, Millings at 
150, Union Water Boats at 10, Watsons at 10 
aud Powels at 5. Wat-ons contiune in demand 
at 10, and Ropes can be placed at 254 at time 
of closing. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 
Quotations are ag follows :— 


ComMPARNY. Pato up! Quorations. 
: 


Alhambra \Ps. 200 


Banks— 


Nominal 


© $700, sellers 
eh London £78 
£6 $51 
12s. Gd. $74, buyers 
$12 '$11, sales & sel. 
Chinas Lish@e Duce 7-2 


[tes 
China Provident ...... | $10 39, sellers 


Hongkong & S’hai... 


National B. of Chin, 
Bell's Asbestos FE. A... 
China-Borneo Co....... 


$5, sales & buy. 


Cotton Mills— i 
EWO...ceeccecse eae ccoes Tis. 60 :Tls. 56 
Hongkong ........066 $10 '§9, sellers 
International ...... Tis. 75 Tis. 65 
Laou Kung Mow ...:Tla. 100 Tls. 75 
Soychee ......ccee ee: (Pis. 600) Ta. 270 

Dairy Farm ............ $6 $103 

Docks & Wharves— | 
H.& K.Whart&ql $50 { $4 

¢ F523 
H. & W. Dock ...... \ $50 340, x.d. 
New Amoy Dock..." $63 glo 
Shanghai Dock and. 
Eng. Co,, Ld ...... -}Tis.100 Ble A 
S’hai & H. Wharf... Tis. 100 ‘Ts. 214 

Fenwick & Co., Geo...} $25 $14, sellers 

G. Island Cement. ...! $10 $113, sellers 

Hongkong & C. Gas...! £10 8175 

Hongkong Electric vo $10 S145, buyers 

! 


Hongkong Hotel Co... $50) $104, sellers 
Hongkony Ice Co...... $25 Row 
H.K. Milling Co, Ld. $100) 3150, sales 
Hongkong Kope Co...! $10 $25}, buyars 
Insurances — i 
Canton ..........0.000 $50 £242), sellers 
China Fire............ $20 "$94, sellers 
China Traders ....... $25 §91, buyers 
Hongkong Fire...... $50 $3324, sales 
North China.......... j £5 Ts. 85 
Union ..............20- $100 $850, sales 
beak | 
Yangtsze .....cccees, ' $60 ° a 
Land and Buildings—] 
H’'kong LandInvest.. $100 $1094 
Humphrey's Fatate' $10 310, buyers 
Kowloon Land & B. $30 .$27, x.d., sellers 
Shanghai Land......; Tla. 50 Tis, 103 
West Point Building; $i0 $44, buyers 
Mining— : 
Charhonnages ......- Fes. 250 -$525, buyers 
Raubs.......c.... eens 18,10 $&, sellers 
Peak Tramways ...... ost eg eels 
Philippine Co. ......... ‘ flu $63, buyers 
Refineries— : 
China Sugar......... $100 $114, buyers 
Luzon Sugar......... » $100) $14, buyers 
Steamship Companies; 
Chinaand Manila... $25 $145, sellers 
Douglas Steamship $50 $40 
H., Canton & M. ... $15 $28}, xd, 8a. & sel 
Indo-China S. N. Co, Po) | Ce aia 
Shell Tranepart Co. £1 45'- 
Star Ferry oo... : $10 $25, huyers 
Do. New............ £5 '$12}, buyers 
South China M. Post.| $23 ‘$20 
Steam Laundry (Co. ... $5 ($6, sellers 
Stores & Dispensaries. 
Camphell, M. & Co. $10 $17 
Powell & Co., Ww. $10 !$5, sales 
Watkina 00.0.0... $10 ($24 
Watsen & Co, ALS, $10 |$10, buyers 
Wiesmann Lad. oe... | $100 13165, sales 
United Asbestas ....., $+ glu, buyers 


$ vu ‘$150, buyers 


Do, Founders...... 
$10 1a, sales & sel. 


Union Waterhaat Cu, 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 


EXCHANGE. 


Monpbay, Ma.ch 2nd 


O.t Lonpon.—Telegrapbic Transfer,..1/1% , 
Bank Bills.on demand ........... 1/lt 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight... ..... 1103) 
Bank Bills at + months’ sight ..... L/h 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ..,......1/I1 1% 
Documentary Bills, 4moaths' sight 1/11, 
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On Paris — 

Bank Bills, on demand......... veeeeee  QS7G 

Credits 4 months’ sight ............. 243 
On GeRMANY.— 

On damand viicicccicce . cecscesecueeees 193 
On New Yorx.— 

Bank Billa, ondemand ..... ............45£ 

Credits, 60 days’ sight wo... 47} 


On BomBay.—Telegraphic Transfer ...141} 


Bank, on demand ..| ................00.05 142 
On Caucurta.—Telegraphic Transfer 1414 
Bank on demand ...... | o..... ccc ee sees 142 
On SHanaHat.—Bank, at sight........ . 744 
Private, 30 days’ sight ........ sinraalee 75%. 
On YOKOHAMA.—On demand ,......... > 92 
On ManiLa.—On demand ......... sesee O24 
On SinaaPorg.—On demand ...,.. 22? p.o. pm. 
On Bairavia.—On demand ............... 1134 
ON HaleHcNnG.—On demand .,....... 6} p.c. pm. 
On Sataon—On demand .. ......... 6 p.c. pm. 
On Bana.ox.—On demand ..........eees 804 
SuveEReians, Hank's Buying Rate ....,. $10.45 


Gop Unar, 100 fine, per tael ............ $54.90 


BaR SILVER, perog vec eeessees, TTY ae 
SUBSIDIARY COINS. 
per cent. 
Chinese 29 conts pieces ....., $8.18 discount, 
FA iO ,, Sire! aetahss 8 45 “ 
Horekong 20, Rel etedeaes 7.70 a 
a LO. #4 ie Ras 7.85 


” 


TONNAGE, 


HonaKxona, 2lst February.—There has been a 
good demand for tonnage from Saigon during the 
period under review. For Hongkong, 16 cents per 
picul was freely offered during the early part of 
this week, hut owing to a fall of about 20 centa 
per picul in the price of rice here, charterera are 
now holding back, and not more than 15 cents is 
obtainable for medium sized carriers. For 
Philippines, several charters effected at 27/28 
cents, and more tonnage is wanted. For North 
Coast Java, no demand. From Java to this, 
nothing doing. Coal freights are steady. From 
South Japan Coal Port to Hongkong, $1.25 to 
41.30 per ton according to size; to Singapore, 
$1.6; to Canton, $1.90 last; to Hongay, $1.75. 
From Hongay to Canton, $1.80 last ; to Pulo Brani, 
$3.25. The following are the settlements :— 

Ascot—Hritish steamer, 2,786 tons, Moji or 
Kuchinotzu to Hongkong. $1.25 per ton. 

Tjilitcong — Dutch steimer, 3,052 tons, Kuchi- 
notzu to Hongay, $1.75 per ton. 

Fiume—German steamer, 878 tons, Wakamatsu 
to Canton, $1 90 859 ton. 

Tjilitcong—Dotch steamer, 3,052 tons, Hongay 
to Pulo Brani, $3.25 per ton. 

Yatshing—British eteamer, 1,424 tons, Hongay 
ta Chinkiang, $2.00 per ton. 

Lydia—German steamer, 1,779 tons, Hongay to 
Canton, $1,80 per ton. 

Skramstad —Norwegian steamer, 860 tona Hong- 
kong to Anping and Takao (Kerosine) 10 cents 
per cage. 

‘ausang—British steamer, 1,410 tons, hence to 
Saigon and back, 17 centa per picul. 

Uly-—Norwegian steamer, 844 tons, Saigon to 
Manila (cattle); $6,500 lump sum. 

Pronto—Norwegian steamer, 839 tona, Saigon 
to 1 port Philippines (25,000), 29 centa per picul. 

Kjeld — Norwegian steamer, 910 tons, Saigou to 
1 port Philippines (25,000), 27 centa per picul. 

Fri—Norwegian steamer, 859 tons, Saigon to 1 
port Philippines (25,000), 28 cents per picul. 

Progress —German steamer, 799 tona, Saigon to 
1 port Philippines, 28 cents per picul, 

Dagny - Norwegian steamer, 884 tons, Saigon 
to Hoogk wg, 16 cents per picul, 

Ragnar—Norwegian steanier, 1,220 tuns, Saigon 
to lo 1 port North Coast Java, 24 ceuta per picul. 

Hellas—German steamer, 1,539 tonsa, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 14 cents per picul. 

Dagny—Norwegian steamer, 882 tons, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 15 cents per picul. 

Taiwan—British steamer, 1,042 tors, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 154 cents per picul. 

Hilary—German steamer, | ,276 tons, Saigon to 
Hongkong, 15} cents per picul. 

Clara Jebsen—German steamer, 1,103 tons, 
Saigon to Hongkong, 15} cents per picul. 

Fausang—British steamer, |,410 tons, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 15} cents per pical (recharter.) 

Frithjof/—Norwegian steamer, 891 tons, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 16 centa per picul.. 

Pheumpenh— Bi itish steamer, | ,0C5 tons, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 16 cents per picul. 

Standard — Norwegian steamer, 894 tons, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 16 conts per picul. 
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SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS AND DREPARTURRS SINCE LAST 
MaIL. 
February— ARRIVALS, 


20, Esing, Britieh str, from Wahu. 

20, Huichow, British str., from Haiphong. 

21, Antenor. British afr., from Shanghai. 
21, Austria, An-trian sfr., from Shanghai. 

i 2], Hevanhs, British str., from Shanghai. 
i 21, Flintshire, British str., from Yokohama 

21, Glenfalloch, British atr., from Singapore. 

2', Ningpo, British str., from Swatow. 

v1, Sexta, German str, from faigon. 

21, Tean, British atr.. fr m Manila. 

21, Telemachus, British str., from Shanghai, 
| 21, Telomachus, British str., from Saigon. 
21, Tjiliwong, Dutoh str., from Moji. 

QL, Victorin, Swed'sh atr., from Palo Lant. 
22, Chiyuen, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
92, Indrani, British str., from Shanghai. 
22, ItsukushimaMarn, Jap. str., from S'pore. 
22, J. Diedericheen, Ger. str., from Hoibow. 
2’ Siogan, British afr., from Haiphong. 
23, Aki Maru, Japanese str., from Kobe. 

23 Asia, British a'r., from San Francisco. 
93, Cyo‘ops, Brilish etr., from Tacoma. 

23, Haiman, British str., from Coast Ports. 
23, Kagoshima Marn, Jap. str., from Moji. 
23, Mandal, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 

: 23, Petrcnia, Ru. atr., from Moji. 

23, Signal, German atr., from Heiphon 

13, Solstal, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 
23, Spezia, Goi man str., from Nazasaki. 

94, Dagny, Norwegian alr., from Saigon. 
24, Hohenstaufen, Ger str., from Hamburg. 
24, Hongkong, French atr., from Haiphong. 
24 Kuiveberg, German str., from Shanghai. 
24, Loongsang, British str., from Manila. - 
24, Monmouthshire, Br str., from Singapore. 
24 Rubi, British etr., from Manila. 

24, Tjikioi, Hutch str, from Batavia. 

94 Yochow, British str., from Shanghai. 
24, Youeyama Maru, Jap. atr., from Japan. 


95, Childar, Norwegian str., from Bangkok. 
v5, Chowtai, German sir., from Bangkok, 
25, Eestern, British str., from Kobe. 
95, Gregory Apcar, British str., from Moji. 
' 25, Hardinge, Brit transport, from Caloatta. 
Zs, Landrat foheiff, Ger. str., from Saigon. 
95, Pakling, British 8 r., from Singapore. ‘ 
25, Progress, Nor. str., from Sandakan. 
25, Rhenania, (ierman str., from Shanghai. 
25, Sataums, British str., from New York. - 
25, Silvia, German str., from Wilhelmshafen. 
25, Tjipanas, Dutch str., from Java Ports. 
26, Arratoon Apcar, Brit. a(r., from Calcutta, 
26, Daijin Maru, Jap. str., from Tamani. 
26, Haiching, Idritish str., from Coast Ports. 
96, Halvard, Norwegian str, from Dalny. 
26, Hupeh, British str., from Haiphong. 
‘ 26, Kleist, German str., from Yokohama. 
: 26. Kowloon. German str., from Chinkiang. 
' 26, Kwangtah, Chinese str., from Shang bai, 
| 


26. Locsok, German str., from Saigon. 
26 Lydia, German atr., from Hongay. 
26, Mongolia, Am. str., from San Francisco. 
26, Nissin Maru, Jap str., from Saigon. 
: 96, Ph-ompeoh, British str., from Saigon. 
26, Raj.buri, German a(r., from Bangkok. 


27, Benmohr, British str., from Singapore. 
27 Kiangping, Chi, atr., from Chinkiang. 
27, Spir, Norweg'an atr., from Bangkok. 
27, Sungkiang, British str, from Lloilo, 

27, Theidi:, Norwogian str., from Saigon. 
27, Wakam «teu Maru, Jap. str., from Moji. 


Februany— DEPARTURES, 
21, (. Diedeticheen, Ger, str., for Hoihow. 
91, Fokusho Main, Jap. str., for Swatow. 
‘1, Haitan, British str., for Coast Ports. 
21, Helenr, German str., for Hoihow. 
21, Kanchow, British str.. for Niagpo. 
21, Kum no Main, Japanese str. for Manila. 
21, Laertes, British str., for Saigon. 
21, Nippon M, Jap. s(r., for San Francisco. 
92, Austrian Austrian str., for Siugapore. 
92, Delhi, British str., for Shanghai. 
92, Devanha, British str., for Europe, £0. 
92, Lockeu: , German str, for Bangkok. 
2°, Tamba Maru, Japanese str., for Kobe. 
22, Telemachus, British str, fr Singapore. 
22, Vancouver, British str., for Nowe tle. 
22, Ynensang, British str., for Manila. 
2, Zafiro, Bcitish str., for Manila. 
23, Chunaing, British str., for Saigon. 
93, Elgin, British str., for Otaru (Japan) 
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93, Flintshire, British atr., for London. 

23, Glenfalloch, British str, for Amoy. 

23, Indrani, British str., for Manila. 

93, Josbin Matu, Japanese str., for Swatow. 


283, Ningpo British atr., for Shanghai. 

28, Triumph, German str., for Daiphong. 
23, Wingsang, Britieh str., for Shanghai. 
24, Antilochas, British str., for Tacoma. 

24, Petronia, Russian str., for Sings pore. 
2¢, Tjiliwong, Dutch str., for Batavia. 

35, Amara, British str., for Tsingtau. 

2h, Amigo, German atr., fur Holhow, 

25, Denfar, Norwegian etr., for Hoihow. 

2%, Fukura Maru, Jap. str., for Nagasaki. 
25, Haimun, British str., for Coast Ports. 
25, Hohenstaufen, Ger. str., for Shangbai. 
25, Kaeichow, British str., for Tientsio. 

25, Meefoo, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

25, Xpezia, German str., for Singapore. 

25, Tean, British str., for Manila. 

96, Chipshing, British str., for Tientsin. 

26, Kagoshima M., Jap. str., for Singapore. 
26, J. Diederichsen, German str., for Pakhoi. 
96. Kaifong, British atr., for Cebu. 
26, Kleist, German str., for aad &o. 
26, Kwongsang. British str., for Swatow. 
26, Monmouthshire, Brit. str., for Shanghai. 
96, Rhenania, German str., for Singapore. 
%6, Signal, German str., for Swatow. 

26, Silvia, German atr., for Tsingtan. 

96, Singan, British str., for Haiphong. 

26, Tjipanas, Dutch str., for Moji. 

27, Chinkiang, British str., for Swatow. 

!7, Derwent, British str., for Saigon. 

27, Esavg, British s(r., for Swatow. 

97, Knivsberg, German etr., for Swatow. 
27, Lennox, British etr., for Saigon. 

27, Pakliog, British str., for Shanghai. 

27, Solatad, Norwevian str., for Saigon. 

27, Tjikini, Datoh str., for Yokobama, 

97, Yunnan, British str., for Shanghai, 


—— 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per Progress, from Sandakan, Mr B. Bailey. 
Per Loongsung, from Manila, Mr Ernest 
Ball. 

Per Tjtkint, from Batavia, Dr. Musobert, and 
Mr Thyssen. 

Per Telemachus, from Saigon, Dr. T. H. 
Hays and servant. 

Per Hupeh, from Haiphong, &o, Mesers 
Milago,: and Fearby. 

Pez Xwangtah, fai Shanghai, Mr and Mrs 
Bell and child, Mra Chandler. 

Per Tean, from Manila, Messrs. F. Warren, 
Davis, and Lamoschinkof. 

Per Haimun, from Foochow, &., Messrs. 
Cameron, Bowket, and Wandres. 

Per Chowtai, from Bangkok, £0. Messrs. 
Niedhardt, and Ackermann. 

Per Yochow, from Shanghai, Madame 
Fraiche. Messrs. Morette, J. M. Anderson, 
Lochead and child. 

Per Singan, from Haiphong, &., Mr and 
Mrs Barbedette, Mr and Mrs Charbaur, and 
Mr Gaston Sepiere. 

Per Monmouthshire, from Sin 
Fernard O'Connor, Messrs. J. Sal 
Lavagan and FE. Wilson. 

Per Eastern, from Kobe, Mrs ©, BE. Mead, 
Misses Chubb, Ford, Huxbam, and Martyn, 
Mesers. P. L. Spence, J. R. Bertram, J. F. 
Duff, W. Ganagher, aod T. Merwin. 

Per Arratoon Apear, from Caleutts, &o., Mr 
aod Mra W. M. Miller, Mr and Mrs Kerr, Mr 
and Mrs G. F. Hiokson, Dr. Blanchard. Messrs. 
A. B. Aiken, L. Thompson, Grassick, J. N. 
Bevis, C. H. Brunner, and Heury Bode. 

Per Haiching, from Coast Ports, Mr and Mrs 
Hasson, Misses May Palmer, Phillipa, Thorn, 
Johnsford, M. and C. Whitfield, r. Paton, 
Masters J.and Freak Whitfleld, Mesare. Henry 
Humphreys, R. V.’. Shaw, and Manmer. 

Per Devanha, from Sbargbai, for Hongkong, 
Mrs Spencer and infant, Capt. Soott, Moesars. 
Fastkathal Alter, L. G. Jolly, P Nissin, R. 8. 
Pratt, P. Gregg, F. St Goar, von Kennils, 
L. Greenwald, 8. L. Giab-r, W. Poryden, C. 
Stockhausen, and F. J. Abbott; for Singapore, 
Mr J. A. Delay; for Marseilles, Archdeacon 
Moule, Mrs Moule, and Rev. \W. Crabtree; for 
London, Mrs and Miss Hayeem, Miss Hai 
Capt. W. 8, Thomas, Messrs. J. E. Chubb, an 
D. Smith — 
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Per Asta, tor Hongkong, from San Francisen, 
Mrs George French, and Mrs M. E. Habbard ; 
from Yokohama, Mr and Mrs John R, Cooke; 
from Manila, Me and Mes L. Knor, Mra Chas. 


93, Kiangching, Chinese str., for Chinkiang. | C. Boyde and ee Maigrave, child and 


narse, Miss Suter, Dr. Jose F, Quirino, Messrs. 
A. McKillop, Ygnacio Syyap. & F.C. Bonnison, 

Per Mongolia, for Hongkong, from San 
Francisco, Mr and Mra R. M. Corwine, Mr and 
Mrs D. J. Gutman, Mr and Mrs E. R. Nichol- 
. F. Russell and child, Rev. 
and Mra T. Johnson, Mrs M. L. Garmao, Mrs 
A. Martin, Mra 8. V. Parks, Mra V. Scott, 
Missea C. Haff, J. Haff, and “ue. Haff, Judga 
A. Wilson, Messrs. A. Babington, J. M. ; 
Beandry, J. M. Browne, M. 7 Carnik, P. 
Finnell, J. C. Hamilton, A. F. Harris, H. L. 
Heath, B. Lande, G. W. Gillette, J.. T. Lee, 
B. N. MeCrory, C. B. Robinson, B. G. Seone, 
J. M. Stanwood, jr, G. A. Stanton, 8. Syke, 
and G. T, Sturtevant; from Tonolu'u, Mr and 
Mrs J. H. Parker, Mr and Mra T. Saunders, 
Mr and Mre Heinrich, and Mias ('. M. Kelley; 
from Yokohama, Mr A. D. Page; from Knob», 
Mr Kan Ichi Iba; fr m Shanghai, Mr and Mrs 


‘C. Parry, Mrs J. R. Kennedy, Miss L, I. 


Laughlin, Dr. G. E. Goode and servant, 
Messrs. O. Barbey and servant, C. H. Butler, 
Gen. P. Lammert, H, Playfair, aud C, W. 
Rossns'‘ock, 

Per Hohenstaufen, from Ham'arg, &e., for 
Hongkong, Mranod Mrs M. Medburg, Mr and 
Mrs Werren B. Craw, Mrand Mre H. Heane- 
berger, Mrs and Miss Major Klshmet, Mrs O. 


| Pauli, Miss Paula Lomma, Capt. O. Kohler, 


Lient. Da Jim, Messrs. C. Ramos, 


| J. M. D’Oliveire, José Liox, and E. Ziillich; 


for oe, Mr and Mrs Hoffmaan and 2 
children, Mrs G, Kalmberg and baby, Mre L. 
Fraats, Mrs E. Kaiser, Mre F. Brehmer and 
child, Mies A. Lehmson, Mies G, Basohwils, 
Capt. Gartner, and Mr F. Ro re; for Kobe, 
Mr and Mra G. J. Malhoish, Mice L. Melhoish 
and obild, Miss Dora Dodwell ; for Yokobama, 
Mr aod Mrs A. Selig, Mr and Mrs F, Wald- 
hoim, Mrand Mrs Massange de Lonoresa, Mr 
and Miss E. Knauer, Misses J. F. Upton, C. 
Martio, aod H. Martin, Prof. Dr. von Baels. 

Per Kleist, for Hongkong, from Yokohama, 
Mr and Mrs G. Thouronde, Mra Young and 
child ; from Kob:, Mesars. A. Takeds, §. Ando, 
&, Hamads, Z. Fukunags, T, Nishimura, and 
W. Samamoso; from Shanghai, Mrs A. Dinis, 
Mrs Grace Martin, Major F. A. Macfarlan, 
Mesers. J. Wilson, Herberts Peiser, BE. Gaten- 
tag, J. H. d'Almeida, H. Ingenohl, R. B. 
Leviero, J. B. Desborough, Becker, and Harald 
Hansen; from Yokohama, for Port Said, Mr 
aod Mrs von Riepenhausen ; for Genos, Messrs. 
C. P. Turner and family, and &. Jwavo; for 
Hambarg, Mr C. Helm; for London, Mra C, 
Gibb, Mrs MoCallum, and Mr Washbio; from 
Kobe, for Bingapore, Mr Y. Hayohi: from 
Nagasaki, for Singapore, Mrs Onaka Kaku, 
Mrs Yeo Morishita, Messrs. J. Norimatsv, and 
T, Sato; for Genoa, Mr and Mrs T. Mitsui, and 
Dr. K. de Zwaarn; from Shanghai, for Sioga- 
sane Mra N, Mateuds, Messrs. G. Rast, and 

. Y. Ginjooben ; for Gibraltar, Mra R. B. 
Levion, Messrs. Consul L. Heintse & J. Zaisler ; 
for Naples, Mr and Mrs Brown, and Mrs Watt 
Jones; for Genos, Measra, H. Heine, Ch. P. 
Kelly, Etienne, and Schwester A. Hiiltmann ; 
for Bremen, Mrs J. R. Reater, and Mrs W 
Brookmiller; for Hamburg, Mrs Crakan sod 
children, Mexsrs. H. Kabe, R. Klein, and Erost 
Schaferling; for London, Mrs P. E. Westcott, 
Messrs. P. W. Reevern, O. Wagstaff, J. H. 
Goby, A. H. Flohr, P, MoQuiltan, and Thomas 
Laogley. 

, DBPARTED. 

Per Kleist, for Singapore, Mr and Mrs van 
der Woude, Mrs A. F. Bowen, Mesures. F. 8t. 
Goar, B. Cherry, T. Masohard. A. Dougherty, 
Rakokura, Okoto and ty, Udena and party; 
for Naples, Messrs. i Tothohild, and L. F. 
Allardt; for Genos, Capt. Raltser, Mesars. 
Rich Bargers, J. Kuhao, . Matthiesen ; for 
Gibraltar, Kev. 8. Paya, Rev. D Rerrios.abal- 

itia, Rigbt Rev. Fernandes, and Mr 
E Freyvog~l; for Bremen Mr G, Bernheim ; 
for Amsterdam, Messrs, E. Harding, and C. 
Sotilo; for London, Mr Haedmann. 
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